The Stanegate Magazine
158 December/January 2018/19

Newbrough, Fourstones and Warden
ol el el el el ranl el e E sl el e e B e B et ol ol el el et o X, ol a e e e Tkt
«WWWM SEEEETEFETETETETEEFEEEE TS AEARAXANARR)
Y
"y
i« Editorial o
«\ i~
ﬂ ?
éa If we need a reminder that Christmas is on its way, then look ;f?
v inside our garage shop. Rows of Christmas cakes flank the main iy
«‘f:: aisle. All baked, of course, by Gillian Hall. e‘t:
o o
o o
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'§ It sometimes seems that Gill feeds the village. All kinds of things iy

n appear during the week, each at its scheduled time. Curries and «‘t:
““ rock buns, meat pies and pastries, biscuits, cup-cakes and “,.:e.
¢ Victoria sponges. How she slaves away on our behalf in the };a

q\ steamy kitchen beside the shelves of wine: always busy, always qi
“‘ hot, and always cheerful. Gill never fails. We all salute her. 0N
“‘ Qﬁ
~ i~
¢ We can take others for granted too, some of them offering a o
1o

ﬂ‘z different and perhaps less tangible kind of support. Fr Leo Pyle, &
E.:a the priest at St. John’s, Haydon Bridge, retires at the end of the
¢v year. For 21 years he has served the Roman Catholic Church and ¢

«‘z the community here. He has also been a regular contributor to ni
0 Stanegate and we are very grateful. He was ordained 61 years “...:;.
¢+ ago. He trained for the priesthood at Ushaw, stayed on to join }@
@: the staff there, and then worked in parishes in North Shields and nﬁ:
€Y Sunderland. He will be greatly missed because he has been greatly %
E-@ loved and respected. We wish him well for his Hexham retirement. :%
“§ Meanwhile St. John’s will be part of the local Roman Catholic ;;w:‘
€ partnership which, with Haydon Bridge, includes Hexham, N
:: Minsteracres, Haltwhistle and Bellingham. }:%
& &
«‘?: 2019 will bring newcomers to the new development called ﬂi
2:& Thornton Gate. We hope that they too will support our E%
¢ communities and village life. Perhaps in new and different ways. &
&~ &
R o
A Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year to all our readers “%
@ and thank you for all your support for Stanegate. E‘{‘

o
z: Janice Baylis, Kevin H Hilton, Pat Johnston, ﬁ%
z:: Stephen Pedley & Dave Spearman :I;:f:
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L etter to the editors......... )

Freestone Quarry

| read with interest in the local
paper about the Freestone quarry
being opened up again to remove
stone that was left after the over-
bearing was removed 130 - 140
years ago. | would like to reassure
the residents of Frankham that
having lived at Frankham myself
and witnessed the removal of stone
before, that there is no cause for
alarm.

Taking sandstone out in large
pieces requires gentle persuasion,
not lots of powder or gelignite that
would blow it out of the quarry.
Blasting is very controlled so that
the stone is not shattered.

Also, the blue pool is not actually
blue. It is green. This is a staghant
quarry pool that does not support
life, nor ducks, nor coots, only green
algae. In the 1930s, as one of many
children at Frankham, we would go

down to the river at Crossgate and
catch minnows and take them back
to the Freestone pool and release

them, expecting them to grow into
big fish. We never saw them again!

The protection of wildlife shouldn’t
be a problem as the wooded area at
Frankham quarry is approximately
80 acres and wildlife is good at
adapting and protecting itself.

The property with the flooding has
a spring on site which had a cast
iron pump years ago to supply
water to the cottages nearby.

| now believe this proposed applica-
tion isn’t going ahead, but | think it
would have been infinitely prefer-
able to people coming from far
afield chopping down trees, lighting
fires, leaving empty beer cans and
other rubbish, and generally spoil-
ing what used to be a secluded and
good place to walk.

Cyril Telford

/
Please write to us ... & = =i

Lettepg

The Editorial Committee at The Stanegate welcomes your letters.
Please write to us with news and views from the community.

Please send letters to:

The Stanegate, 8 Broadacres,
Fourstones, Hexham

NE47 5LW

or email the editorial team at:
thestanegate@hotmail.com

Calendar of Events

December

1st Christmas Fair,
Town Hall, lTom—4pm

7th Christmas Bingo
Town Hall, 7.30pm
13th Newbrough WI
Christmas Meal, Hexham
15th Snow Bear, Town Hall,
2pm
20th  Quiz, Town Hall, 8pm
3lst New Year’s Eve Party,
Town Hall, 7.30pm
Tickets only
January
7th Warden Parish
Council, Town Hall, 7pm
9th Newbrough Parish Council,
Town Hall, 7pm
10th Newbrough WI,
Town Hall, 7pm
12th Pensioners’ Lunch,
Town Hall, 12noon for 12.30
17th Quiz, Town Hall, 8pm
Advertising

Commercial advertising rates
per year (11 issues)

Fraction Sizeincm

Price of page H x W
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Commercial monthly
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