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Editorial 
 
Over the years our editorials have re-
peatedly stated what great places our 
villages are and dwelt on our vibrant 
community spirit. As far as we can re-
call we have never considered the peo-
ple making up the community. 
We have our share of anti-social ele-
ments and unfortunately it seems to 
have been more evident lately. We may 
have fewer than other communities, and 
their activities may be peripheral to 
many of us, but the problems are some-
thing we cannot ignore. In former times 
a clout across the ear from an older 
member of the community brought mis-
creants back into line, and heaven help a 
son or daughter who confessed to a par-
ent that they had been spoken to by the 
bobby or even headteacher. We cannot 
take this kind of action nowadays but it 
is only by all – parents, peers, teachers 
and neighbours – addressing the issues 
that we can mitigate the effects. 
We mustn‘t ignore those at the other 
end of the spectrum. They may not be in 
positions of responsibility but contribute 
to the general welfare in many ways. 
They may drop in on an elderly 
neighbour, water the plants or feed the 
cat when ‗next door‘ is away or pick up 
a child from school when mum or dad 
can‘t. The community spirit also ex-
tends to waving from a car or just say-
ing, ―Hello‖ on the road to the Garage 
to pick up the paper. 
It is people in the latter category who 
make our community good. We can all 
help prevent the delinquent minority 
wrecking it for us all. 

Janice Baylis, Jo Grey,  
Pat Johnston & Rob Tindall  

 
The contact address for emailing mate-
rial is RobMTin@aol.com. The deadline 
for the July issue is Tuesday 21st June 
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Advertising 
Commercial yearly advertising rates. 

Single page £320, 1/2 page £160, 1/4 page £80, 1/8 page £40, 1/12 page, £27. 
Commercial monthly advertising rates on application; ring 01434 674324 

We wish to foster an active and responsive  advertising policy   
Commercial advertising, offering goods and services for payment will be paid for.   

Private and community advertising will be free.  
Lost and found – free  Swap shop— free 

10, Gilesgate, Hexham 

We stock an extensive range of Car Parts &  
Accessories including Body Panels, Exhausts, 
Batteries, Brakes, Paints, Sumps, Refinishing 

Products, Fuel Tanks and General Spares. 
Open To The Trade & Public 

Tel: 01434 606751 Fax 607605  
www.bmfgroup.co.uk 

Fourstones Methodist Easter Fair has certainly 
spread..  It was a great opportunity to chat with peo-
ple that you would probably otherwise not meet and 
catch up on the past year.    Thank you to everybody 
who contributed to make this such a special week-
end, your efforts are much appreciated.  Chapel 
managed to raise £1080. which is no mean feat in 
this age of the credit crunch and thank you to all 
who supported the event. Not only does this money 
help with the upkeep of the building but it is the ecu-
menical side to the day that is the most treasured 
part of  the event. 
Never again do I hear the cry? All that work and 
preparation.  Well watch this space because I am 
sure that it is too important an event in Newbrough 
and Fourstones village life to let fade away. 
God Bless you All and we hope you all had a Happy 
Easter.  

Letters 
 
Dear Editorial Team, 
 As I have pointed out, many times before, I 
am a happy go lucky sort of fellow but every now 
and then things conspire to depress me. My two big-
gest gripes at the moment are health and safety, and 
equality. 
 It is Darlington which has caused my latest 
bout of temper. Grounds‘ Maintenance Operatives 
are not allowed to mow the grass if there is a slope 
of more than 25% - in spite of the fact that the land 
has been mown without accident for as long as any-
one can remember. I suppose garden forks should be 
outlawed as they might stab their feet. I have always 
though that pencils in schools should be banned as 
little children might poke their eyes out. What would 
life be without risk? 
 My grumbles about sex equality are more 
general. If I address a female acquaintance as 
―Dear‖, the roof will cave in. If I hold the door open 
or offer to relieve ‗her‘ of a dirty task I am ‗being 
demeaning and sexist‘. What next? It is grossly un-
fair that only women are allowed to have babies! 
Why cannot we accept that men and women (sorry, 
women and men) are different? 
    Yours (in a strop), 
     Adam Neavitt 
 

EASTER FAIR AT FOURSTONES 
METHODIST CHAPEL 

 
Finally Easter weekend 2011 had arrived! After 
months of preparation, endless lists and the odd 
sleepless night, Easter Monday 2011 was the day of 
the Easter Fair at Fourstones Methodist Chapel.  The 
building was transformed into a hive of activity with 
coffee and biscuits at 11am.  Noon saw pie and peas 
followed by trifle in the school canteen (probably 
the last time in this venue as the school canteen is 
now transferred into the school. Thanks to Michelle 
for making the pies and arranging the serving of the  
lunch in such a organised way)  Then 3.30pm on-
wards tea and lots of scones, cakes etc.  Not a day 
for the diet conscious but it was lovely. 
From 9.30 onwards the atmosphere in the Chapel 
was buzzing as the church members and helpers set 
out everything on the stalls. There were stalls of all 
kinds.  £1 gift bag stall, handcrafted items and cards, 
bric a brac,  homebake of all shapes, flavours and 
sizes and homemade marmalade and jam. Quizzes 
and competitions to get you thinking, Fairtrade Stall, 
bag and jewellery stall, bird box and garden equip-
ment stall and numerous coloured vases. Thank you 
to all who so generously donated.It was great to see 
the Chapel full of young and old laughing and shar-
ing stories on this lovely sunny Easter Monday.  
There were people from Manchester, Whickham, 
Newbury, Heaton and Acomb.  The reputation of 
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Neil Denham 
 

wedding photographer 
 

Quality images that capture the spontaneity and fun of the day 
 

www.denhamweddings.co.uk 
 

t.01434 221 179   m.07975560973  

 
POLTROSS ENTERPRISES 

 

Wild Bird Food & Pet Supplies 
 

¶ Quality wild bird foods and accessories 
¶ Foods & accessories for all kinds of pets 
¶ Dogs & Cats                       Horses 
¶ Poultry                                Small animals 
 

Free Delivery 
 

Unit 8d West End Industrial Estate 
Haltwhistle NE49 9HA 

 
Tel/fax 01434 321111 www.feedthebirds.co.uk 

 

Enrique Azocar 
 

FRAMING 
 

Low Park, Newbrough 

Tel: 01434 674728 

Someone with óthe Knowledgeô writes: 
 
A Stanegate reader was patiently listening to my 
work rants one day and suggested that ―Joe Public‖ 
may actually be interested in some of it. So it‘s all 
her fault! 
After a winter of heating ―discontent‖ we have all 
become acutely aware of how much we rely on the 
liquid gold housed in vulnerable receptacles outside 
our back door. This normally ambiguous heat source 
that we only ever considered when the water was 
cold has become a regular talking point since last 
November. But how much do we actually know 
about the product itself? 
Heating Oil, Kerosene or its correct technical term, 
Burning Oil, is our new best friend/worst enemy! 
You may have heard it referred to as 28 sec Kero-
sene. In very simple terms that means it takes 28 
seconds for 1 litre of it to run through a 1mm pipe, (I 
am fully expecting a very special Stanegate con-
tributor to spend many hours disproving this)! 
It is a yellow liquid and the variation in colour that 
you may notice is literally how much dye has been 
added at the refinery, nothing more sinister than that. 
The dye is called a Euro Marker and exists to help 
visually impaired customers distinguish it from 
Derv, therefore limiting accidental dispensing into 
car tanks!!!! 
(For a number of years Aga owners have experi-
enced problems with appliance performance and the 
fairly recent addition of the euro marker is one of the 
suspects for this). 
Kerosene and its vapour are more flammable than 
diesels but not as explosive as petrol. It burns skin; 
is very pungent and its fumes cause eyes to water. It 
kills grass, plants and trees and is harmful to aquatic 
life. (It has never been used to kill large light block-
ing fir trees in neighbour‘s gardens….not ever)!  
The delivery truck can‘t carry Kerosene on the same 
load as petrol but can carry it alongside the diesels. 
The hygiene of the storage tank and associated 
equipment necessary to burn it are crucial in control-
ling the amount you use.  
The most cost effective way of heating your home 
with oil is still considered to be to leave the heating 
on constantly with the thermostat set to your pre-
ferred temperature and control each room with radia-
tor stats. The theory behind it being that to heat the 
fabric of the house takes most of the energy so once 
the home is warmed through, the subsequent click-
ing on and off of the heating uses minimal oil. 
Now to the exciting bit, the cost! Oil is more expen-
sive in the winter and cheaper in the summer, (a bit 
like Christmas cards)! Now then, we need to under-
stand what that actually means. The global crude oil 
price governs what you and I pay throughout the 
year and there is absolutely no way of predicting 
how the market will behave seasonally. But it is true 
that the oil delivery companies make more profit 
margin on the fuel in the winter and less in the sum-
mer. It‘s basic supply and demand (a bit like Christ-
mas cards)! So your oil may not be any cheaper per 
litre in the summer months depending on world 
―stuff‖, but you can be sure that you are giving the 
distribution teams less for their product. 
Fuel companies are businesses and just like any 
other, they buy a product at 60p and sell it at 63p for 
example. This is a gross margin of £15 on 500 litres 
of oil. After the wagon; driver; insurances; office 
costs etc are taken into account this amount is 
greatly reduced. I‘m not going to labour this point, 
anyone 

who‘d like the full conversation can buy me a small 
vino at our local hostelry and I‘ll be delighted to 
bore them rigid in a discussion! My basic beef is that 
all fuel companies were given much bad press in the 
winter about prices when actually it wasn‘t all of 
us…..(I‘d love to cut the political correctness here 
but I‘ll get sued and the Editorial Group won‘t print 
it)!  
Next time, if you allow me to return, I‘ll give you 
some insider tales of funny/sad/desperate/naughty 
stories from that winter of oil discontent. Until then 
keep on keeping on with your interest in the fluctuat-
ing price of Christmas cards! 

The Feisty Fuel Fairy 
 

 Be Prepared 
 
The Annual Parish Produce Show will be held on 
Saturday 3rd September in the Town Hall. The 
schedule is being finalised and will be generally 
available in July – watch the Stanegate for details. 
The range of classes will be the same as in previous 
years and any changes to individual classes will be 
minor. 
Since its resurrection four years ago, the show has  
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IAIN KENDREW  

JOINERY 

Specialising in all internal and  

external joinery, general building 

and maintenance  

 

Fully time -served  

Over 20 years experience  

07825304033  or  01434 674729  

Settlingstones Framing 
 
Bespoke framing & mounting service for paint-

ings, photographs, certificates, etc. 
 

Quality work 
Quick turnaround 
Competitive prices 

Wide range of frames 
 

Robin Jowett 
Tel: 01434 674218 

Mobile: 07929 870773 

        ANTHONY WRIGHT 

        PROFESSIONAL TILING &  

      PLASTERING CONTRACTOR 
       

All Types Of Tiles Fitted To Walls & Floors 
Ceramic, Limestone, Slate, Travertine, Porcelain 

Internal Re-Skims, External Rendering 
Bathrooms, Kitchens & Conservatories 

References/Portfolio of Previous Work Available 
NVQ Levels 2 & 3 Qualified 

All Work Guaranteed & Fully Insured 
 

9 Kern Green, Stonehaugh, Hexham, NE48 3DZ 
Tel: 01434 230042  Mobile 07803038875 

Email: antwright66@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Caerus Fuel Solutions  
 

Heating Oil, Diesels, Tanks, Fuel Additives 
  

Jackie Younger  

07808 921043  

(01434) 674558  

 
Local, Established, Accountable, Honest 

gone from strength to strength so much so that the 
committee struggle to fit everything into the Town 
Hall. The number of entries may be greater but the 
initial spirit of friendly competition remains the 
same. Newbrough is an ideal venue for the beginner 
to show his or her talents. 
 

Lucky Winners 
 
The 200+ Club Winners for May were: 
85 Margaret Walton 
275 Joe Johnson 
128 Linda 
 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS ï ONE  
HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 

 
―Holidays‖ brings back memories of those prior to 
World War I which we were fortunate to have at the 
farm of Mother‘s Aunt Mary and Uncle Robert near 
Lowick in North Northumberland. These must have 
begun about Race Week – last full week in June – 
for Father was able to be with us as Tyneside facto-
ries and shipyards closed for holiday that week. If I 
remember correctly, we travelled on Rail Excursion 
tickets, at a cost of one shilling in each direction. At 
Beal Station we were met by either long cart, cart, 
spring cart or trap. We needed roomy transport for 
the family and luggage. The journey from Beal to 
the farm, seven miles, was very leisurely, but gave 
us plenty of time to review our memories of the 
countryside from previous visits. 
At the farm, we all had jobs, self selected often, to 
occupy our time. Father did fencing repairs and any 
jobs involving wood. Mother helped in the dairy, so 
did sister Ann. Brothers George and Ned each drove 
horses on farm work, while I was assistant shepherd 
to ―Uncle‖ Ned (Mother‘s cousin) and his collies 
Glen and Dash. 
George drove Jess who occupied the first stall as we 
entered the stable, while Ned had Bobby, who could 
be awkward. George couldn‘t understand how Ned 
always managed to get Bobby‘s collar on before he 
could fit Jess‘s – until he saw Ned put the collar up-
side down on the manger and dropped a handful of 
corn through it. Bobby pushed his muzzle through 
the collar, and quickly Ned slipped the collar over 
his head and turned it round the right way up. 
We loved to seek out ―locusts‖ a sort of sweet dried 
bean pod out of the corn bin, which we ate as a 
sweet. 
As assistant ―herd‖ I brought in the cows for milking 
and went round the sheep (more or less as a  

third dog, I think). I did ―check‖ the count or the 
various flocks after they had been rounded up, at 
least I attempted to do so. At lambing times (the 
family, apart from Father, could go to the farm dur-
ing other school holidays) I was deputed to stand at 
the field gate next to the Steading, with field glasses 
at the ready, watching for signs of a birth – or of a 
ewe lying on her back. Then I had either to go my-
self to roll her on to her feet, or run for someone else 
to do so. 
I used to go ―rabbiting‖ with ―Uncle Ned‖ and the 
two dogs. In turnip fields, Glen, the old dogs, pa-
trolled the hedge at one end of the field, while Dash 
worked down the field towards him. Very few rab-
bits escaped them then, while at hay or harvest cut-
ting they always managed big catches as the rabbits-
bolted from the long hay or corn as either the reaper 
or binder neared them. 
Occasionally I lent a hand with feeding the calves, 
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                  Fourstones Service Station 
         

  Incorporating Stanegate Country Store  
 

  
ñPLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND FACILITIESò 
 
 

     
    Groceries & General Provisions, Tobacco Products, 
    Off Licence, Chilled Beers & Soft Drinks, Hot & Cold Food,  
    Sandwiches, Frozen Foods, Milk, Bread, Stationery,  
    Postage Stamps, Newspapers & Magazines, Pies,  
    Savouries, Fuels ï Diesel & Unleaded, Car Accessories,  
    Engine Oils, Light Bulbs and much moreééé. 
 

 
 ñWe really appreciate 

 your continued Supportò 
Local shops are a vital part of Village life 

Opening Hours: 
Monday ï Friday 7:30am to 7:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am to 7:00pm 
Sunday 8:00am to 6:00pm 
Telephone 01434 674978 

 
 
 

PATRICIA J ARNOLD & CO LTD 
Chartered Accountants 

Celebrating 25 years in practice in 2010 
Making your business our business for 25 years 

For a personal service to the individual 
and small business 

 
 

 Black House 
 Dipton Mill Road 
 Hexham 
 Northumberland         Tel:  01434 606624 
 NE46 1RZ                         

Email : patricia@pjarnold.co.uk 
www.pjarnold.co.uk 

but my sisters Ann and Mary must have done most 
of this. 
George and Ned had to see to their horses at all 
times, feeding, watering at the trough opposite the 
stable door or at a burn by the roadside or in a field, 
grooming and rubbing them down after work, and 
they had to clean the harness once a week.  They re-
ceived a small payment (a penny or two) weekly for 
harness cleaning.   
(These are extracts from memories written down by 
my father, James Smith in1978-79. He was born in 
Newcastle in 1899, the fourth surviving child and 
third son of a joiner. These farm holidays memories 
remained golden for his brothers and sisters 
throughout their lives.) 

Sheila Smith 
 

Cricket Club Fixtures ï So Far 
 

June 5th v Hexham Leazes at Hexham 
June 12th v Corbridge at Newbrough 
June  26th v Hexham Leazes at Newbrough 
July 10th v Corbridge at Corbridge 
Sept  4 t h  v  R o t h b u r y  a t  O t t e r b u r n 
Sept     25th        v  Rothbury at Newbrough 
 

The Village Society Lives On 
 
In view of the advance publicity it might have been 
expected that the AGM of Newbrough, Fourstones 
and Newbrough Village Society would have been a 
less than decorous occasion. In fact the meeting 
passed over in a calm civilised manner. 
The Society made a loss of approximately £180 last 
year, largely due to a major loss on the Barn Dance 
which has a knock-on effect since it is the Society‘s 
major fundraiser. The Chairman gave a very down-
beat account of the year‘s activities and used the 
lengthy article which appeared in the April issue of 
the Stanegate as the base for his views on the future 
of the organisation. He stressed the potential of the 
existence of such a body in the villages since it was 
completely independent and its constitution  ap-
peared to rule out no activity which might be inter-
preted as being for the good of the community. 
The Chairman (Rob Tindall) and Secretary (Judy  
Knights) had both indicated previously that they 
would not be serving in the 2011/12 Session and  

FOAM 
 

Quality upholstery grades ð cut to size  
 

SOFA CUSHION & MATTRESS SOLUTIONS  
 

Revitalise your furniture with a choice of foams, 
(REFLEX & memory) foam/fibre, foam/feather & 

feather options for a filling that suits you.  
 

Visit the workshop, Tue -Thu, 0900 -1700 or ar-
range for a free home consultation and delivery 

service.  
 

Upholstery supplies also stocked  
 

Classic Uph. & Foam, West End Ind. Est.,  
Haltwhistle, NE49 9HA  

01434322681, www.classicupholsteryfoam.co.uk  

stepped down from the Committee. The members of 
the new committee are Peter Bogie, Angus Gardiner, 
Pam Johnston, Ken Page and Malcolm Rowe. Den-
nis Bowman represents Warden Parish Council and 
Ian Knights replaces Simon Robson as Newbrough 
Parish Council‘s representative. The Committee will 
elect its officers at its first business meeting. In the 
interim the committee members would be delighted 
to hear from you if you have any ideas which might 
be adopted by the Society. 
The AGM was followed by a very entertaining talk 
by Angus Gardiner on Life in Rivers and Lakes. 
Drawing on his experience as a researcher in aqua-
biology Angus took the audience to the depths of 
dark, deep nutrition-poor stretches of water in the 
Lake District to richer areas in the lower reaches of 
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Brushes 
Painter and Decorator 

Domestic & Commercial 
 

 Telephone: 

   01434 683384 

 

   Mobile: 07957243996 

 
Frankham Fell Boarding Kennels 
 

Frankham Fell Farm 
 

Fourstones 
 

Hexham 
 

NE47 5DZ 
 

Tel: 01434 674243 
 

www.frankhamfellkennels.co.uk 

the Tees. His talk was accompanied by humorous 
anecdotes often involving his Scottish grandfather. 
In thanking Angus, the chairman likened his talk to 
the motto of the BBC in that his talk had been 
‗Informative, Educational and Entertaining‗. 
 

Recipes from an Orchard Kitchen 
 
Well, by the time you read this June will be upon us, 
will it be blazing... only time will tell? Just in case it 
is, I thought that this month we could look at dessert 
dishes suitable for the summer using that quintessen-
tially summer fruit the strawberry.  The two recipes I 
am suggesting are strawberry ice cream and straw-
berry pavlova. This is a very economical combina-
tion because the ice cream uses egg yolks and the 
pavlova uses the whites! The pavlova was allegedly 
created in honour of the Russian ballerina Anna Pav-
lova when she visited Perth in Australia. 
Ice cream has a very long history. Like many other 
things it was invented by the Chinese and made its 
way over the trade routes, via the Arabs to Italy. The 
Italians used ice and snow from the mountains for 
the preservation of food as I have mentioned in pre-
vious articles on asparagus. The Italians spread the 
popularity of Gelato or ice cream through the rest of 
Europe and it appeared at the British court of 
Charles II. This of course generated interest amongst 
the nobility and many wealthy people started to 
build ice houses – storerooms, usually underground, 
where ice from the winter would be stored under 
straw and sacks to be used throughout the year for 
the preservation and chilling of food and drink. 
The demand for ice became so large that it was im-
ported from America, Canada and Norway in the 
19th century. A man called Carlos Gatti built huge 
ice pits alongside the Regents canal in London and 
this importation of ice allowed ice cream to become 
available to the public. 
Strawberries are a member of the rose family and are 
named for the habit of placing straw underneath the 
plants to protect the fruit from rotting. An alternate 
explanation is from the word strewn which describes 
their straggling growth. They need not be a guilty 
pleasure as 5-6 strawberries supply your entire vita-
min C requirement for a day. A 100g/4oz portion of 
strawberries contains only 50 calories and they are 
rich in nitrates, fibre and folic acid. However, forget 
all that as these two desserts are full of glorious and 
wicked cream – enjoy! 
Strawberry Ice Cream 
Strawberries   150g/60z 
Caster Sugar   50g/2oz 
Full Fat Milk   150ml/ ¼ pt 
Double Cream  150ml/ ¼ pt 
Vanilla Extract  dash 
Egg Yolks   3 
Mix the milk and the cream and scald in a pan (not 
quite to the boil). Leave to cool a little. Chop the 
strawberries into a bowl and scatter a teaspoon of 
sugar over them. Whisk the egg yolks and caster 
sugar together until light and fluffy continue whisk-
ing and pour in the hot milk and cream. Add a dash 
of vanilla extract and pour the mixture back into a 
clean pan. Heat it gently until it just thickens i.e. will 
coat the back of a wooden spoon. Pour it into a clean 
bowl. Puree the strawberries in a food processor and 
mix into the custard mixture. If you have an ice 
cream maker place the mixture in the ice cream 
maker and follow the manufacturer‘s instructions, 

you should have ice cream with about 20-30 min-
utes. For the rest of us, place the bowl in a freezer,  
after half an hour remove the bowl and whisk the 
contents either by hand or some mechanical means. 
Repeat this at hourly intervals for the next 3 hours. 
Place the ice cream in its final storage container and 
store in the freezer. The reason for the whisking is to 
introduce air into the mix. Without air the ice cream 
will freeze into a very hard unpleasant lump. The 
more mixing that can be done during freezing, the 
smoother the ice cream. Soft ice creams like Mr 
Whippy™ are mainly air and very profitable for 
their manufacturers! 
Strawberry Pavlova 

Egg Whites   3 

Caster Sugar   300g/10oz 

Whipping Cream  300ml/ ½ pt 
Whisk the egg whites to stiff peaks. Continue whisk-
ing and add 2/3 of the sugar. Whisk until the mixture 
is very stiff and then fold in the remaining sugar 
with a spatula. Put 2 7‖/18cm flan hoops on a lined 
baking tray. Line the inside of the rings also. Divide 
the meringue mixture between the two and spread it 
out so that a slight depression is formed in the cen-
tre. Bake in a cool oven 110°C/225°F/Gas Mark ¼ 
for about 45 minutes or until the meringue is a light 
fawn colour. When cool remove the hoops and fill 
with whipped cream and chopped strawberries or 
substitute any other fruit or combination of fruits of 
your choice. 
If there are any recipes that you would like to share 
or if you would like a suggestion for a recipe please 
contact me via e-mail at or-
chard.kitchen@orchardkitchen.co.uk. 
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M B Trotter  

 
Plastering & Building Services  

 
All building work undertaken  

 

5, Broadway, Fourstones  
NE47 5DU  

 

Tel: 01434 674714  
Mobile: 07823773734  

 

Restaurant & Bar  
Good food, wines, real ales  

Meals: 12.00 ï9.00pm (Sun 8.00pm)  
Bar Open: 11.00am to 11.00pm  

(Sunday: 12noon to 10.30pm)  

01434 602233  
sales@theboatsideinn.com  

Warden, Hexham, Northumberland NE46 4SQ  

www.theboatsideinn.com  

- 

Neil Pattison Dairyman 
Tel: 683905 
 
 

Are you fed up with  
running out of milk? 
Why not have your milk  
delivered to your door by me? 
Areas covered; Haydon Bridge,  
Newbrough, Fourstones, Humshaugh 

LOGS 4 WOODBURNERS 
 

WELL SEASONED BARN DRIED 

LOGS 
 

Available All Year Round 
 

01434 230050 / 07791 468347 
 

For more information go to: 

www.warkforestlandscapes.co.uk 
 

OLD SAYINGS FOR JUNE 
 
Rain on 8th June foretells a wet harvest. 
Calm weather in June sets all in tune. 
 
Cut your thistles before St John ( 24th June)  
You will have two instead of one. 
 
On St Barnabas ( 11th June) 
Put the scythe to the grass. 

 

A Good Day in a Good Cause 
 
This year the delightful gardens of Walwick Grange 
will once again be open in aid of the British Red 
Cross (10th July but see separate advert for details). 
Last year, in addition to the money raised on the gate 
for the Red Cross, the local churches in the Parish of 
Warden with Newbrough raised just over £1000 
from the sale of teas/produce and other stalls. The 
church really appreciates your generosity which sup-
ports the upkeep of these historic buildings. Without 
this financial boost, the annual £3000 deficit loss 
would be much greater.  
As usual there will be delicious home made teas and 
produce for sale along with some interesting new 
items. So please, put this date in your diary now and 
cross your fingers for a fine, warm day to allow us 
all to enjoy the tranquillity that is Walwick. 
 

From the Mouths of Babes 
 
Small boy stepped on to the bathroom scales and 
asked ―How much do I cost?‖ 

WI Annual Meeting 
 
Each year the Annual Meeting seems to come upon 
us ever quicker.  In fact, as its title indicates it is 
only once a year in May.  A WI Adviser has to be in 
attendance to oversee the appointment of the com-
mittee and in particular the selection of our Presi-
dent. 
As usual the meeting commenced with the singing of 
Jerusalem, during which our thoughts focussed on 
past members.   Various pieces of information were 
noted, in particular, next week‘s Group Meeting, 
where 15 of our members will be attending.  Also 
worthy of note, our own Town Hall is being used for 
a County Coffee Morning, when we have been asked 
to provide light refreshments and to run a Bottle 
Tombola Stall.  There followed the annual reports 
from the secretary, president and the treasurer. 
The WIA, Kathleen Jones, then spoke to us about 
Denman College in Oxfordshire, emphasising the  
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D.J. Forster Building Services 
Stonemason / General Builder 

 
New Build Extensions 
Alterations Restoration 

Garden Walls Patios  
Roof Repairs Building Maintenance 

 
All work carried out to a high standard.  

Previous work can be viewed on request. 
Contact: 01434 674503 or 07879637633 

 

 

 

BABIES,TODDLERS, MUMS AND DADS WEL-

COME 

 

NEWBROUGH TOWN HALL 

 

  Mon: 1.00–3.00 pm   Wed: 9.30 – 11.30 am 

  Cost: £2 per family 

  Contact: Michelle Scott 07909 667028 

 

 

 

DODDS of HEXHAM 
Complete Funeral 
and Cremation Service 
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
 
A. J. DODD 
41, HENCOTES, HEXHAM 
Tel: Hexham 603362 

D.V.H. Taxi  
 

Local Taxi Service  
 

Tel. 07554430059  
 

Distance no Object  
24-Hour Airport Service  

Courier Service Available 

dates in July 2012 when our Federation will be hold-
ing several courses encouraging us all to participate. 
Every County Federation has a named bedroom to 
maintain and our Northumberland one has recently 
replaced the mattresses and is in the process of reup-
holstering two armchairs.  Obviously this all costs 
money, so she made a plea for a possible donation 
from us, as she had seen a copy of our healthy bal-
ance sheet.  Dorothy Sowerby, also reiterated, that 
she would love one of our members to attend a 
course at Denman. 
Two resolutions are being considered at the AGM in 
June.  The first concerns the proposed development 
of Megafarms and the second, the prevention of the 
closure of libraries.  Kathleen read us various pieces 
of information concerning the views about 
Megafarms, both for and against.  The members de-
cided that that they would leave the decision for our 
delegate from Lowgate WI. The second resolution 
was unanimously supported. 
Dorothy Sowerby was voted in as our President for 
the coming year. 
Whilst supper was enjoyed, the raffle, donated by 
Jean Reed, was drawn and won by June Kendrew.  
Kathleen selected the winning motto for the year, 
which had been suggested by both Dorothy and Jean 
Dean. 
Finally the members of the committee, with Kath-
leen overseeing, were given their responsibilities and 
as everyone had agreed to keep the same as last year 
it was a quick process.  We did discover that it is 
now necessary to keep a register at every meeting 
and this led to a discussion over the probability that 
the Town Hall should have a similar procedure. 
 

Stanegate Readers 
 
This month we read a stand alone novel by Val 
McDermid, who is better known for the books upon 
which The Wire In The Blood series are based.  The  

title of our book was A Place of Execution.   
One late December afternoon in 1963 in a remote 
Derbyshire village a 13-year-old girl, Alison Carter, 
goes missing.   Detective Inspector George Bennett, 
a young ambitious graduate is put in charge of this 
case, full of passion and commitment to solve it.  
Whilst his sidekick Tommy Clough, having been in 
the job a long time, is a typical life cop, hard drink-
ing and a womanising cynic.  Despite their differ-
ences they work well together. 
The villagers of Scarsdale are all closely related and 
their concern is for the missing girl.  Being suspi-
cious of authority they initially work against the po-
lice, failing to pass on important information, but 
once realising that George Bennett is ‗their man‘ 
they co-operate and drip feed him bits of evidence.  
This leads to suspicion falling upon Alison‘s step 
father Philip Hawkin, the ‗squire‘ of the village, and 
despite a body never being found he is prosecuted 
for the murder of Alison.   
Over the years George Bennett carries the guilt and 
uncertainty of Hawkin‘s conviction and is always 
reminded because his son Paul was born at the pre-
cise moment of Hawkin‘s execution. 
The second part of the book is thirty-five years later 
and a young journalist takes up Alison‘s case.  
George Bennett is eventually persuaded to meet with 
the journalist and with his help she writes a crime 
book based on the story.  Just as it is about to be 
published she receives an odd letter from George 
begging her not to go ahead with the publication.  
And there reader I will leave you to find out the truth 
by reading this most enjoyable tale. 
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EcoCabs  
 

4, 8 & Seat Vehicles  
 

Airport Transfers, Wedding Vehicles  
 

Courier Services, Corporate Contracts  
 

School Contracts  
 

01434 600600  
Online Booking  

www.600600.co.uk  

Pam Johnston for their continued support with Gar-
dening Club. Thanks also to Neil Cockburn for the 
manure and to Tina White and Cameron Scott for 
the supply of bark chippings. 
 

Tyne Rivers Trust: Newbrough Burn 
Project, an update 

 
With the kind cooperation of landowner John 
Spence, TRT‘s contractors used the period before 
bird nesting began to fell trees likely to de-stabilise 
the river bank. The resulting timber (all sizes down 
to brash) is being used to repair eroded banks in the 
traditional ‗river keeper‘ way.  
The erosion is most severe just upstream of the old 
Allerwash Mill weir, caused by the draw down when 
the weir was blown up many years ago. Now it is to 
be repaired by stone masons, commencing June 6th, 
not to its original form which obstructed fish pas-
sage, but to a new fish-friendly profile using all the 
original stone. In two years‘ time those First School 
salmon will need to get to sea and then, eventually, 
back up the Burn to breed their own young! 
We apologise for any disruption to the footpath dur-
ing the works: all safety precautions are being taken, 
including not working in Half Term. 

Malcolm Newson 
 

Birthstone Trivia  :  June 
 
For those born in the month of June the Pearl is the 
traditional birthstone and some of the properties with 
which the Pearl is associated are loyalty, faithfulness 
and friendship. 
Pearls come in a wide variety of colours ranging 
from white to black but the traditional colour associ-
ated with the pearl is the milky white colour and was 
strongly favoured as a popular gem in Victorian  

Newbrough First School News 
 
The ‗Return to the Burn‘ project has been success-
fully completed, with children incubating 100 
salmon eggs in a classroom aquarium for a month. 
The tank, provided by a grant from the Royal Soci-
ety, kept the developing salmon at the correct water 
temperature until the ‗swim up‘ stage, when they 
emerged from the gravels in search of food.  99 of 
the 100 salmon eggs hatched successfully and were 
returned to the Newbrough Burn by a group of very 
excited Class 3 children.  Children also learned to 
identify freshwater invertebrates, the presence of 
which indicates a healthy river for salmon and trout. 
The children will return to the burn later in the Sum-
mer, when electrofishing of the Newbrough Burn 
will take place.  They will hope to see many of their 
young salmon enjoying their improved habitat.  
 As follow up to this project, the children 
work learned to use Flip Cameras and made a docu-
mentary entitled ‗Raging Rivers‘.  Funded by Crea-
tive Partnerships, the children were trained to record 
and edit their work by film expert, Christo Waller.  
The children loved this method of recording their 
work and the parents, who came to see the movie 
premiere, were delighted with the results! 
The school Gardening Club is active again this year 
and children are working hard to produce vegetables 
for use in the new school kitchen.  The school would 
like to thank Rob Tindall, Mary Wilson and  
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Malcolm Hull (Jed)  
 

Your Local Beekeeper  
For Local Honey  

(Comb, Extracted or Heather depending on season)  

Sold out for this season  
 

01434 674627  

HAYDON BRIDGE PLAYGROUP & TINY TOTS 
 

TODDLERS  

From Birth upward  

Toddler sessions run on Thursday mornings, 
from 9:15-11:15 am at Haydon Bridge Fire  

Station. Cost: £1.50 per family includes  
tea/coffee/juice/snack  

PLAYGROUP  

From 2 years onwards  

Playgroup runs on Monday and Friday morn-
ings from 9:15 to 11:15 am. A qualified play-

group leader plus assistants run the playgroup. 
Cost: £5.50 per session.  

 

For further information contact: Katie Bradford on 
01434 684167 or call into one of the sessions. 

Holistic Therapies 
 

Aches and pains or stressed? 

*Aromatherapy   *Pamper Parties 

*Reflexology  *Gift Vouchers 

*Swedish massage   
 

Fully qualified and insured.  
 

Local therapy room available or brought to 

you in the comfort of your own home  
 

For details contact Margaret or Glynis on 

01434 674296 or 07920401128 

or margaret_k45@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Riverside Cottage Pest Solutions 
 

Rodents, rabbits and avian pests controlled. 
 

Free estimates available . 
 

Fully insured and based locally in Warden. 
 

Call Chris on- 

01434 602745 

Or 

07547464737 

jewellery.   
The word pearl is derived from the Latin word 
‗pirum‘ which means ‗pear‘ which reflects the shape 
of the gem.  A smooth lustrous round structure, hav-
ing a brilliant lustre with varying tints, is found in-
side the shell of a mollusc such as a clam or oyster.  
Pearls are highly esteemed as jewels and compare in 
value with precious stones.  Real pearls are made by 
oysters or other molluscs whilst imitation pearls are 
man made.  Cultured pearls are made by molluscs 
but with human intervention (an irritant introduced 
into their shells causes a pearl to grow).  A good 
sized pearl can take between five to eight years to 
form, which is usually the entire life of the oyster or 
mollusc.  The cost depends on the size and the coat-
ing, or ‗nacre‘ on a real pearl which gives it its iri-
descence. 
Birth Flower Trivia 
 
The June birth flower is the Rose and the meaning of 
the Rose is love and beauty.  The hidden message so 
favoured during the Victorian era varied according 
to colour: 
Red  I love you 
White  I am worthy of you 
Orange You are my secret love 
Yellow I am not worthy of your love 
White & Red We are inseparable 
Pink  Please believe me 
 

Flower Festival 
 
Fourstones Flower Festival will take place on June 
23rd, 24th and 25th with a service taken by Rev. 
Marian Olsen on Sunday, 26th at 10.30 am. All 12 
of the windows of the Chapel  are to be decorated 
with  

flowers to represent clubs, societies and organisa-
tions in the village or to celebrate the Chapel‘s 125th 
birthday. Refreshments will be served, from 10 - 
4pm each day except Sunday.  
A collection will be made for Tynedale Hospice at 
Home. Please try to support this event. 
 

Calendar of Events 
 
June 
4th Music Night with Polkageist – Town Hall 
9th W.I. Meeting 
18th Children‘s Church 4 pm in Chapel 
23/24/25 & 26th Flower Festival in the Chapel 
July 
4th Warden Parish Council 
6th Newbrough Parish Council 
9th School Fair 
10th Walwick Gardens Open for Red Cross and lo-
cal churches 
14th W.I. Meeting 
16th Children‘s Church 4pm in Chapel 
17th Cross Parish Walk from St Peter‘s to St John 
Lee 
August 
11th August W.I. Meeting 
 

April Weatherwatch  
 
Records are made to be broken they say and weather 
records are no exception to this. In 2007 Weather-
watch reported the warmest April on record which 
eclipsed the previous April record set as far back as 
1865. But while April 1865 was at the time the 
warmest in over two hundred years of Central Eng-
land Temperature recording and it took over one 
hundred and forty years for this record to be broken 
only four years on from 2007 the record books have 
had to be re-written again.  
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Richard Charlton  

Joinery 
 

Time Served Joiner  
 

First and Second fix joinery  
 

Contact:  

 

Day: 07786557937 

Evening: 01434 674815 

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING  
SERVICE 
For a competitive quotation 
please contact 
MACDONALD 
EAST LAND ENDS 
HAYDON BRIDGE 
01434-684491 
or 
07801308006 

and on a cloudy afternoon some light rain - the first 
to fall since the 12th. Nevertheless with a  maximum 
of 19.1C (66.4F) it was a very warm late-April day 
and Easter Sunday and Monday, both days lightly 
veiled with high cirrus clouds, were only a degree 
less warm, making it the warmest Easter weekend 
for a least twenty years and quite possibly much 
longer.  
Daytime temperatures then slid into the mid-teens 
Celsius and a clearing sky late on the 27th created 
fog the next morning and brought April's solitary air 
frost of minus 1.8C (28.8F) to Park Shield. A gener-
ally cloudy 29th saw some spots of afternoon rain 
but on the 30th a sublime April ended with a final 
flourish and a day when bright sun shone from dawn 
to dusk. To borrow Pop Larkin's favourite saying, 
this April's weather was "Perfick !"  
April Weatherwatch Factfile  
Temperature  
Park Shield mean monthly minimum : c. 5.7C 
(42.3F). Mean monthly temperature : c.11.15C 
(52.7F). No April day at Park Shield registered a 
maximum temperaure of less than the average. High 
Stonecroft maximum : 21.0C on the 9th and 22nd. 
East & North East England monthly mean : 10.7C. 
UK monthly maximum : 27.8C (82F) at Wisley 
(Surrey) on the 23rd. Monthly minimum : minus 
5.4C (22.3F) at Tulloch Bridge (Highland) on the 
26th.  
Rainfall & Sunshine  
Park Shield average April rainfall : c.52 mm (2"). 24 
hour maximum : 7.7 mm (0.3") to 07.30 on the 5th. 
One hour maximum : 2.7mm to 05.30 on the 5th. 
High Stonecroft total rainfall : 22.7 mm (0.9"). 24 
hour and 1 hour maximums : 9.4 mm and 3.2 mm to 
07.30 on the 5th. East and North East England 21% 
and 161% of the 1971-2000 average respectively. It 
was the sixth driest April in England since 1910.  
Winds  
West and south-westerly up to the 17th, apart from 
north-easterly winds on the 9th and 10th, and then 
east and north-easterly from the 18th to the end of 
the month.  
Park Shield average maximum daily gust : c. 26 
mph. High Stonecroft maximum gust : 46.9mph on 
the 7th.  
Footnote.  
The Central England Temperature (CET) is a series 
of average temperatures for a triangular area en-
closed by Manchester, Bristol and London which 
began in 1659.  
And a Point to Ponder.  
In 2007 we had our summer in April. Then it may 
have been the warmest ever but it was followed by 
the wettest June and July on record (series beginning 
1914) with a combined total of 414.8 mm, or over 
sixteen inches, recorded at Park Shield. 

This year Park Shield recorded an April mean 
monthly temperature over half a degree Celsius  
higher than 2007 which itself was almost 4C above 
average and warmer than many Mays. As would be 
expected April nights were occasionally cool, but 
even so the mean monthly minimum was only mar-
ginally below that of an average May and the mean 
monthly maximum of an astonishing 16.6C (61.9F) 
was above that of an average June.  
Traditional brief and occasionally sharp April show-
ers punctuated the daytime from the 1st to the 6th 
although much of the rain fell during the hours of 
darkness. Blustery westerly winds blew overnight on 
the 4th/5th bringing the heaviest rain of the month 
and they continued into the day when a maximum 
April gust of 53.6 mph was recorded at Park Shield. 
By the morning of the 6th the running total of rain-
fall was 18.5 mm (c.0.7") but then building high 
pressure banished the rain and with only a little over 
2 mm falling after this the Park Shield April total 
was a meagre 20.9 mm (c.0.8").  
The clouds that brought overnight rain helped to 
make early April nights mild and the highest Park 
Shield daily minimum of 12.5C (54.5F) recorded 
early on the 6th was as warm as an early May day. 
Up until then daytime temperatures were well above 
average and while less cloud cover after this led to 
cooler nights it meant that many April days were 
very sunny. As a result this April also overtook 2007 
to become the sunniest April on a record that began 
in 1929, although with 14.4 mm (c.06") 2007 still 
remains the driest April in the district in over sev-
enty years.  
For weekday workers the warmest two days of the 
month fell obligingly over the weekend of the 9th 
and 10th which brought barbecue weather and a Park 
Shield monthly maximum of 21.6C (70.7F) on the 
Saturday, just a whisker short of the 2007 record of 
21.8C, and another summer-like 21.2C on the Sun-
day.  
But glorious though April weather was overall it was 
not entirely without minor blemishes. Temperatures 
dipped towards mid-month with the cloudy 13th 
bringing the lowest daily April maximum of 11.4 
(52.5F) before climbing again into the late teens Cel-
sius and to 20.9C on the 21st. But with a north-
easterly wind drift a haar began to roll inland from 
the North Sea in the evening and this shrouded the 
countryside on Good Friday morning before the sun 
burnt it off and over 20C was recorded at Park 
Shield again. Easter Saturday brought heavy early 
mist, late-morning sunshine  
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CORBRIDGE 
COOKSHOP  
Speciality Cookware 

Garden Centre 
DIY & Hardware 

15, Middle Street, Corbridge NE45 5AT 
 

( 01434 632582  01434 633954) 
 

 corbridgecookshop@btopenworld.com 

GARDEN OPEN  
 

WALWICK GRANGE  
 

BY KIND PERMISSION OF  

MR & MRS J. DOUGLAS  
MENZIES  

 

 SUNDAY 10 TH  JULY 2011  
2:00 ð 5.30  

  

TEA & CAKES  

PRODUCE SALE  
PLANT STALL etc  

 

 Admission £3.00 adults,  

accompanied children free.  
 

Dogs on leads.  
 Limited wheelchair access  

 

Entrance money donated to  

The Red Cross.  

 

Nature Notes  
 

Last month's Stanegate editorial highlighted "the 
most glorious spring weather" and in the past two 
issues Nature Notes has charted its remarkable pro-
gress. West Tyndale springs are usually halting af-
fairs but this year our journey through spring has 
been uncannily smooth with a succession of flower 
and blossom appearing with eye-popping rapidity.  
In gardens cherry and pear trees were in blossom by 
the 21st of April when Victoria plum flower petals 
had already wilted. At the same time apple trees 
were breaking into blossom and were soon in full 
bloom before fading several days before mid-May. 
This is around the time they were blossoming last 
year and back in 2006 apple trees were not in full 
blossom until the 25th - a month behind this year.  
The Newbrough horse chestnuts were tiered with 
white candles by the 26th of April - last year they 
were only beginning to leaf up on the 7th of May - 
and on the same day hawthorn blossom was appear-
ing in the hedges on the 'Warden Bends' which wind 
their way up to the A69. This was over three weeks 
earlier than last year when it was first showing there 
around the 20th of May. More of its white blossom 
studded other hedgerows before the end of April and 
by mid-May it was flowering profusely across the 
neighbourhood.  
Much of the Crow Wood garlic was in full flower by 
the 24th of April and seed-heads were replacing 
flowers by the 11th of May whereas on the same day 
last year it was only beginning to flower in numbers 
and flowered on in shaded places into June. Many 
other wild flowers were eager to show very early 
this year, including bright white greater stitchwort 
and red campion which were out on the roadside 
verge at Allerwash by the 17th of April compared 
with the 10th of May last year. Normally May flow-
ering bluebells were also out before the end of April 
as was the first cow parsley which in more usual 
springs might not flower hereabouts until May is 
well underway and will continue flowering on along 
roadside verges deep into June.  
The all too brief blaze of wild cherry blossom had 
died away before the last week of April and orna-
mental cherry blossom by the end of the first week 
in May when white spikes of blossom were drooping 
from the slender branches of the native bird cherry 
overhanging the burn at the Crow Wood footbridge.  
Early appearances also applied in the insect world. 
St. Mark's flies, shiny black flies, are so called be-
cause they emerge around St. Mark's Day on the 
25th of April. Here, however, it is usually in early 
May that they are first seen but this year males with 
their dangling legs were bobbing up and down in the 
air in courtship flight on the 24th of April with un-
usually large swarms of them hatching out in the 
second week of May. By then there were already 
splashes of summer colour in gardens, including the 
flowering spikes of lupins standing upright in bor-
ders. As these Nature Notes are being compiled just 
after mid-month some rough winds are beginning to 
blow but they are not shaking the darling buds of 
May which have long since burst into leaf and blos-
som in what has been one of the earliest and most 
amazing of springs.  
 

Featherwatch  
 
Last month's Featherwatch logged swallow sightings 
up to the 17th of April, a day when bursts  of a  

 
 
 
 
 

Dog Instruction from A -Z 
Obedience, Agility, Puppy Training & Socialisation 

One to One Classes at All Levels 

Lynne Watson 
07884438707 

info@cannycaninesdtc.com 
www.cannycaninesdtc.com 
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Your Local Laundry 
Open To 

Domestic and 

Commercial Customers 
 

Wash, Dry, Press/Iron 

Dry Cleaning, Full Sports Kits 

Services availlable 
Open Monday to Thursday 8am ð 6pm 

Friday 8am ð 7pm, Saturday 8am ð 4pm 

Delivery Service Available 

12 St. Lukeõs Road, Hexham 

Phone: 01434 603310 

Mobile:07553349557 

www.yourlocallaundry.co.uk 

wren's song rang out in Crow Wood proclaiming its triumph over the 
worst that winter could bring. Earlier, a yellow wagtail, a summer visi-
tor that usually arrives in May was seen at Park Shield on the 14th. 
British resident pied wagtails which usually return here in late March 
after wintering elsewhere were not spotted until the end of the second 
week of May.  
Many more swallows arrived into our neighbourhood after the 17th 
with a Park Shield male returning on the 19th, often sitting expectantly 
on an overhead wire awaiting his mate's coming. As is the privilege of 
all females she arrived late, on the morning of the 23nd, after which 
there was much chattering together in their roost in the evening. Their 
cupped mud nest, refurbished with feathers held five white and red-
brown speckled eggs on the 15th of May.  
Warden dew pond attracts a variety of birds over the year including 
black-headed gulls, oystercatchers and ducks such as mallard and teal. 
A glance across it when passing can often prove rewarding and this 
was so on the 21st of April when two birds with striking black white 
and chestnut plumage on the pond were unmistakably shelduck, the 
first from recollection to be seen there. These are ducks of coast and 
estuary but they do venture inland to lakes and ponds and have taken to 
nesting inland in more recent years. The dew pond pair were still there 
on the 7th of May, although their stay might be a temporary one.  

Newbrough Town Hall Accounts 
     20010/11    2009/10 

Income 

Hire Charges      11,090     10,885 

Fund Raising & Donations       2,344       2,899 

200 Club           885       1,010 

Bar Profits       3,423 

Other Income           524          291 

Grants         1,600       1,000 

Total Income      19,866     16,085 

Expenditure 

Caretaker/ Cleaning       2,239       2,621 

Utilities        3,887      3,717 

Maintenance - Routine       3,293       6,396 

Maintenance Flat        3,204      3,447 

Maintenance Contracts       1,805       1,428 

Insurance        1,241       1,288 

Other        1,096          706 

Fundraising        1,329       1,717 

Professional fees       2,322          374 

Total Expenditure     20,417    21,694 

Operating surplus/ (deficit)         (550)     (5,609) 

Interest Income           103          108 

WI House net income      3,134       4,400 

Transfer to Building Fund      (2,500) 

Net surplus (deficit)          187     (1,101) 
 

Building Reserve Account 

Opening Balance       39,272      39,042 

Income/ Capital Grants 

Interest              -           230 

Transfer in             2,500              - 

less Maintenance Major           -              - 

Closing Balance      41,772      39,272 
 

Balance Sheet 

Bank Accounts       54,480      53,339 

Bar Stocks            635          - 

Accounts Receivable       1,572         791 
Accounts Payable        (994)     (1,124) 
Net assets      55,693      53,006  

Opening Reserves       13,734      14,836 

Net Surplus/ (Deficit)           187      {1,101) 

Closing reserves       13,921       13,734 

Building Reserve Account      41,772       39,272 

Total Reserves       55,693       53,006 
 

P J Johnston 

Hon Treasurer 

I have reviewed the above accounts and am satisfied that they are a fair 

representation of the results for the year. 

Professor J Harvey, Professor of Financial Management 
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J & J CUNNINGHAM 
Approved Coal Merchants 

8 Hextol Terrace, 

Hexham NE46 2DF 

Tel: Hexham 603056 

or 603154 

Rod Henderson  
Painter & Decorator  

All aspects covered ie. Paperhanging,colour 
wash,rag rolling,interiors and exterior  

 

Quality tradesman est 1985  
Prompt and hassle free quotes  

Tel 01434 674682  
55 sidgate newbrough  

Hexham ne47 5ae  

J .  P .  W E S T A L L  L t d  

All types of 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

ENGINEERING 

WATER HOUSE, BURN LANE, 

HEXHAM 

Telephones:  

Hexham 684296 & 602740  

Warden Parish Council 
 
At the Annual Meeting of the Parish the Chairman, 
Cllr Mike Kendrew,  noted that it had been a rela-
tively quiet year with fewer planning applications 
than normal.  He stated that he had enjoyed the year 
and thanked all of the Council for their attendance at 
meetings and the contributions made to the commu-
nity.  He added that he was grateful for the help and 
assistance from the Clerk and congratulated him on 
his newly earned qualification in local government 
administration. 
He commented on the improved state of the pavilion 
at the Cricket Field and he was optimistic for the fu-
ture of the facility and thanked Cllr Shaw for his ef-
forts in helping the Club.  He described develop-
ments at the Town Hall and the ongoing plans for 
the War Memorial.  It was reassuring that the Coun-
cil was able to support the community with many 
small grants.  He thanked Cllr Bowman for arrang-
ing for the repair and maintenance of the parish 
street furniture. 
There were three members of the public present and 
one member of the public had attended a parish 
council meeting for the first time. He thanked the 
Chairman and fellow councillors for the kind recep-
tion he had received and he stated that he was 
pleased he had met his parish councillors and he 
now knew much more about local affairs. 
Rob Tindall thanked the Clerk for providing suitable 
notes on Council proceedings for publication in the 
Stanegate.  He stated that this was much appreciated 
by the editorial staff as well as many readers.  He 
also informed the Council that the Produce Show 
Committee would like to cut a border and plant 
flowers around the Newbrough stone sign.  The chil-
dren in the school gardening club would assist in this 
project.  The Council thought that this was a splen-
did idea. 
Cllr Michael Gibson (Newbrough PC) thanked War-
den PC for lighting the Jubilee Beacon as part of the 
celebrations for the Royal Wedding on 29th April.  It 
was noted that there will be national celebrations in 
June 2012 to mark the occasion when Her Majesty 
the Queen came to the throne (February 6, 1952 and 
was crowned at a coronation ceremony in Westmin-
ster Abbey on 3rd June 1953).  Queen's Diamond Ju-
bilee events will honour the 60-year reign of Queen 
Elizabeth II and Celebrations will be held across the 
UK during the first week of June in 2012.  It was 
suggested that the Council and rest of the commu-
nity might arrange some appropriate celebration. 
At the Annual Parish Council Meeting Sandra Guth-
rie was elected Chairman and Robert Armstrong 
Vice-Chairman.   
During the meeting there were several issues raised 
associated with the highways in the parish.  The 
Clerk was asked to report the damage to the signs at 
the B6319 and the C234 cross roads at Store Bank. 
There are some ongoing problems with potholes es-
pecially at Broadway which has also a pile up of 
gravel at the road end.  There are problems with 
speeding over the Warden Bridge and this has re-
sulted in frequent accidents.  The adverse camber, 
ninety-degree bend and slippy roads appear to have 
all been factors.  In response to issues at Hardhaugh 
NCC Highways commissioned a Traffic Survey.  
The clerk will try to disseminate information.  A 
resident driving south on the C226 road narrow-
lymissed some pedestrians walking towards the traf-
fic south of the Frankham turn-off over the hump-
back   

bridge.  Clerk to discuss this matter with the County 
Safety Officer.  
There are a number of unsightly weeds growing in 
the parapets, channels and gutters along both sides 
of Warden Bridge.  The Clerk was asked to contact 
Neighbourhood Services to see if they can clear and 
clean these areas.  
The next Warden Parish Council Meeting will be 
held at 7pm in Newbrough Town Hall on 4th July 
2011.   All members of the public are welcome. 
  

A Medical Poser 
 
Brittany (age 4) had earache and wanted a painkiller. 
She tried in vain to take the lid off the bottle. Seeing 
her frustration her mother explained she would have 
to open it because it was a child-proof bottle. The 
little girl‘s eyes widened with amazement. ―How 
does it know it‘s me?‖ she asked.  
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Newbrough Town Hall Committee 
Report from Meeting held 10th May 2011 
 
Events 
Forthcoming attractions, in addition to the regular 
classes being held at the Town Hall:  
4th June  Musical evening 
11th September Summer BBQ 
Please contact Helen Crooks (674315) if you would 
like to know more or to book the Town Hall. 
Kitchen refurbishment 
Work is on schedule and we hope to be fully opera-
tional by Friday 13th May. 
Room Names 
The issue of naming rooms has been proposed by 
Warden Parish Council.  The Committee is looking 
to take this forward and any suggestions for room 
names will be gratefully received by Committee 
members. 
Constitution 
Newbrough Town Hall Company has now been reg-
istered with the Charity Commission. 
WI House 
Work is ongoing to repair the flood damage.  Con-
sideration is being given to future use of the build-
ing. 
Highlights Theatre Company 
has received funding for a further season and more 
events are planned in the Town Hall for the autumn. 
Queenôs Diamond Jubilee : 2nd June 2012 
Detailed planning amongst all organisations within 
the villages to celebrate the Queen‘s Diamond Jubi-
lee will commence early next year.  
200 Club 
If you‘re not a member and would like to be, please 
contact Ella White. 
Reminder  :  Hiring the Hall and the Bar 
Any one wishing to use the bar facility for any event 

must do so through the Town Hall Committee.   

 
Newbrough Parish Council 

 
At the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 4th May 
the Chairman, Harold Forster thanked the members 
of the Council for their support throughout the year.  
He noted the appointment of a new Internal Auditor 
and welcomed again the newest councillor ID 
Knights.  He congratulated the Clerk on his qualifi-
cation in local government administration and 
thanked him for his hard work, advice and assis-
tance.  Cllr Forster informed the Council that after 
serving the community for twenty five years, as par-
ish councillor and district councillor (the last Leader 
of Tynedale District Council) he has now decided to 
step down as Chairman of Newbrough PC and he 
will eventually retire from the Council.  He stated 
that he will be leaving a very good Council which 
has a variety of expertise providing a good founda-
tion for the future. 
The Annual Meeting of Newbrough Parish Council 
was held on 2nd May and Cllr Simon Robson was 
elected Chairman and Cllr Ed Dixon Vice-chairman.  
At the meeting Cllr Malcolm Newson provided an 
update on the progress of the Newbrough Burn Ecol-
ogy Scheme which involves Defra, the County 
Council, the land-owners and Newbrough First 
School.  Work on the river and woodland has to be 
carried out before nesting and spawning and this will 
be done by Tyne Valley Woodlands groups in the 
next few weeks.  Every one is very pleased that 99 
out 

 of 100 fish eggs hatched in the fish tank at the 
school. 
Regarding the Warden and Newbrough Sportsfield 
Association Cllr George Shaw gave an update of the 
―Cricket Club‘s‖ activities.  As both Newbrough and 
Warden PCs have contributed financially to this club 
it was proposed that members of the council should 
meet up with the committee at their next meeting to 
discuss its progress.  The Clerk was asked to write to 
arrange this. 
The next meeting of Newbrough Parish Council is 
7.00 pm in the Town Hall on Wednesday  6th July.  
All member of the public are welcome. 
 

Newbrough Town Hall Committee 
Report from AGM held 6th May 2011 

 
15 members of the public were present in addition to 
Committee members. 
Constitution 
In order to comply with taxation and charity law re-
quirements following the success of the bar, the 
Committee has had to set up a separate trading lim-
ited company.  In considering this the Committee 
took advice and decided that it was also desirable to 
convert the Town Hall charity to a limited company 
– Newbrough Town Hall.  This has been duly exe-
cuted and registered with the Charity Commission.  
In order to complete the change it is necessary to ob-
tain approval at the AGM.  All those present at the 
AGM were in favour of the changes. 
Treasurerôs Report and Accounts 
were presented for the financial year 2010/2011.  A 
successful year was reported following increased 
usage of the Town Hall for parties and weddings and 
a decrease in expenditure on routine maintenance.  
Thanks were given to Professor Jackie Harvey who 
had reviewed the accounts and was satisfied that 
they are a fair representation of the results for the 
year. Trustees Report for the Year 
The kitchen refurbishment should be completed by 
13th May 2011.  This is being funded from the Jack-
Charlton contingency fund. 
It is hoped to install an electric black out blind later 
this year. 
Flood damage to the WI House is being addressed 
and consideration given to future use of the building. 
Future projects include investment in sustainable 
heating for the Town Hall. 
Individual contributions were recognised from 
Johnny Brooks, Matthew Armstrong, Helen Crooks  
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and Ella White.  Thanks were given to the User 
Groups and gratitude to the Committee for their 
work and support throughout the year. 
Confirmation of Appointment of User Group 
Representatives 
Nominations were read out. 
Election of Trustees 
In accordance with the Constitution there were five 
vacant Trustee positions.  Three nominations have 
been received namely : 
Chairman George Shaw 
Secretary Janice Baylis 
Treasurer Pat Johnston 
Any Other Business 
Stephen Pedley gave thanks to the Chair and Com-
mittee for all that they do in the community. 

 
A Frankham Directory 

 
Cyril Telford remembers the characters who lived in 
Frankahm in his youth 
 Sitting on the hillside, fronted by green fields 
and backed by mature woodland, Frankham looks a 
picture of peaceful prosperity. But it wasn‘t always 
thus and what are now roomy houses were home to a 
much bigger and poorer population. At one stage in 
the 1930s thirty-six children trundled down 
Frankham Bank to go to school everyday – and that 
doesn‘t include any who might have gone from 
Frankham Fell or the Farm! That number is well in 
excess of the total population of Frankham today. I 
was one of those children and as a record of what is 
now history in this short piece I have attempted to 
list the folks living on the side of the hill when I was 
a lad. 
The Hut in the Horsefield: The Elliot family lived 
in this wooden house. Father Elliot worked for the 
Benson family keeping the road drains clear and 
tending the hedge backs such as those on Frankham 
Bank. There were five in the family: John, Roger, 
Jim, Mary and Peg. Jim and Roger went to work for 
the Consett Iron Company. John worked at Settling-
stones Mine. Peg biked to Humshaugh everyday to 
work in the village shop. Mary kept house. Jim and 
Roger were the fiest people I remember to have a 
motorbike.  
Limestone Brea (now Howlett Hirst): There were 
two houses both with wooden outer walls and a plas-
tered brick interior. Mr and Mrs Bob Noble lived in 
one. Bob was a quarryman and the family moved out 
in 1928. Mr and Mrs Davidson and their daughter 
Hannah followed the Nobles in 1929 and lived in the 
property until it was condemned. Mr Davidson was a 
woodsman. In 1941 the Davidsons took in two girl 
evacuees, Florence and Lottie Moody until the war 
ended. My father, Walter was a pitman and he and 
my mother occupied the other house from 1924 until 
1941 that being where my sister Norah and I spent 
our early years. The Telfords were succeeded by 
Mrs Young and Mrs Burns who were evacuated 
from Tyneside to Frankham for the duration of the 
war. Cold water, one tap only in the house, was in-
stalled in 1936 and after the war when Charlie and 
Molly Ridley moved into our old house they had the 
electric light put in (circa 1946). Shortly after this 
the houses were condemned and John Strutt used the 
premises as a garage for his motorbikes. The prem-
ises were eventually pulled down and I built Howlett 
Hirst and moved in in 1978. 
Frankham Cottages: What are now Frankham  

School Fair 
 

Saturday 9th July  
 

At the School  
 

12-2pm 
 

All the usual attractions: BBQ, tombola, 

beat -the -goalie, pony rides, cakes, face 

painting, hair and nail art, staff in stocks, 

plant stall, sweets etc.  

Cottage and Little Frankham Cottage ( The first 
block at the top of Frankahm Bank on the west side 
of the road) was originally a row of six dwellings. 
Bill Hunter a quarryman lived in No. 1 with his son 
Antie who was a joiner at Charlton‘s. In the early 
1930s these two were joined by Bill‘s daughter An-
nie and her family after Annie‘s husband died. Her 
family (Wilson) comprised Chris, John, Nancy, Den-
nis, Mary, Leslie and Marcella. The only survivor of 
this family is Nancy. Chris was awarded the Military 
Medal when with the Army at Dunkirk while Dennis 
who was also in the Army was killed, serving in 
Burma. Mr and Mrs Vale moved into the cottage 
when the Wilsons left. The vales were evacuees. 
Foster Telford lived in No. 2 with his wife and 
daughter, Violet. He was killed on the Allendale 
road in the early 1930s while driving a bus for 
Wharton‘s of Fourstones. After his death the house 
was taken over by Ralph Hunter whose father and 
brother lived at No. 1. Mr and Mrs R Hunter had a 
family of three, twins Doris and Billy, and Edna.  
The Wardle family lived in No. 3. Jackie had a job at 
the kilns in Fourstones where his position was that 
of ‗lime works drawer‘. His mother had died in the 
1920s and he lived with his sister Mamie until his 
death in the 1950s. 
Tommy and Edith Cousin lived at No. 4. He was a 
quarryman and there were three children, Gladys, 
Nancy and son, Maurice. 
Another quarryman, Jack Wilson lived at No. 5 with 
his sister Mrs Alcorn. 
At No. 6 lived Harry Johnson, his wife and daughter. 
Harry was a horseman for the Benson Company and 
did general horsework – including emptying all the 
earth closets. 
Having raised the subject it may interest some to 
know that the earth closet for Nos. 5 & 6 was to the 
west of the row. The toilets for Nos. 1 & 2 were at 
the east end of the row, across the road and were 
part of the same building as the closet for Nos. 3 & 
4. The building, which is still standing with its con-
crete roof could be viewed as two semi-detached 
netties each of which were double seaters. 
What are now Frankham High House and Frankham 
Cottage West were four cottages, two of the cottages 
being downstairs with the other two built on top. 
(An urban dweller would see them as flats) In the 
bottom east cottage lived Billy Bell who was a quar-
ryman.  
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approach will never bring us nourishment, satisfac-
tion or fulfilment.    It will always leave us starved 
and deeply wanting.   It is perverse, awry and pagan. 
Quite simply, in our vocation we identify with the 
Lord.   All it takes to be a Good Shepherd we must 
be, leading by example, facilitating, calling, affirm-
ing and by showing the Lord‘s loving care. 
In a culture which depends for identity on what we 
have, what we do and what other people think of us, 
we teach that obligation and self-sacrifice are the 
heart of our Christian vocation. 
Indeed, of our Christianity!   We believe that true 
freedom is a matter of self-giving not self assertion. 
We stand with the Lord in his vocation.   Lay, mar-
ried or single, religious or priest we can but declare 
our calling and mission: 
―I have come 
So that they may have life 
And have it to the full.‖ 
 

BECOMING A SAINT 
 
When I was about four years old I was greatly puz-
zled by those people in the stained glass windows in 
our parish church who for reasons best known to 
themselves wore plates on their heads. I rather fan-
cied this – but being adept at breaking things, I de-
cided against using a plate, at least until I was more 
expert at balancing it. I tried the lid of a round bas-
ket, and, for a brief time, my halo stayed put.  I won-
dered if they used glue – or did they, like my grand-
mothers, use large and formidable hat-pins? Neither 
glue nor my grandmothers‘ hatpins were available to 
me. My experiment at sainthood was soon aban-
doned. Becoming a saint is not just about  

Father Leo Pyle writes: 
 

THE CHRISTIAN VOCATION 
―I have come so that they may have life  
and have it to the full.‖   (Jn.10.10.) 
That is vocation.    That is Jesus‘ vocation.   That is 
Jesus‘ rhyme and reason.   Jesus‘ mission is to com-
municate abundant, transcendent life; divine life, in 
other words.   What a call!   What a sending!    What 
a gift! 
We are all called to follow the Master in his voca-
tion.   We are called to follow the Master in his mis-
sion by imitation, by personal response and by per-
sonal effort.   We are all called.    We all have a vo-
cation.   We all have a mission.    Asked about our 
vocation we can but respond with the Lord: 
―I have come so that they may have life and have it 
to the full.‖ 
This is what we are about.    This is what we are for, 
living life to the full both as individuals and as a 
community and a church, 
That all may have life 
And have it to the full. 
So we are not about some self-centred hedonism by 
which we take carte-blanche to consume every pos-
sible experience that comes our way regardless of 
consideration or consequence.    That is not the plot.   
That is not what we are about.   That is not our pur-
pose in life.   That is not our vocation. 
Living life to the full is not about being in thrall to a 
worldly-centred existence that encourages us to ap-
proach life trying anything and everything in a hope-
less quest for fulfilment. 
This is not the plot.   It is the way to utter exhaustion 
and total confusion, chaos even.   This  

Also in the house were his sister Ethel and her son 
Artie. Artie joined the Green Howards and was 
killed in the war. 
Bottom west was occupied by a deputy from 
Fourstones Coal  Mine – John Telford. Besides John 
there was Elizabeth his wife, their daughter Lizzy, 
Lizzy‘s daughter Rhoda and also their grandson, 
John Telford. 
Next month Cyril continues with the Stewarts in Top  

East, goes óover the hillô to Prudhamstone Cottages, 
up to Prudhamstone farm and Castle, takes a look at 
Frankham Fell before ending at Frankham Farm. 

From the Sage of Home Farm 
 

Don‘t bite the hand – that looks dirty 
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 
If you have any doubts about times or places of services please see the church notice boards or  contact  the 
churchwardens. (Vanessa Ashton, Viv Aldred, Alison Brett 07785534700 & Gill Robson ) 
 
5th June 8.30 am St. John Lee 10 am St. Peter Newbrough 
12th June 8.30 am St. Michael Warden 10 am St. John Lee 
19th June 8.30 am St John Lee 10 am St. Michael Warden 
26th June 8.30 am St. Peter Newbrough 10 am St. John Lee 
 
Whilst these times and venues are correct at the time of going to press, would-be worshippers are advised to 
check against the times published on a week to week basis in the leaflets available in church 

From the registers 
 

Interment of Ashes 
The ashes of Lorna HENDERSON were interred in 
the churchyard  at St Michael and All Angels, 
Warden on 21st February 2011. 
 
We offer our condolences to her family and friends 
and hold them in our prayers.       

FOURSTONES WITH WARDEN 
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
Services at 10-30 a.m. 
 
5th June   Rev Kenneth Mankin 
12th June  Mr Norman Fullard 
19th June  Mrs Joyce Short 
26th June  Rev Marian Olsen 

SOMETHING A LITTLE DIFFERENT 
 
On Saturday 4th June Father Pyle will conduct a ser-
vice at Saint John of Beverley at Haydon Bridge, for 
those who are not in the best of health, and their 
friends. Father Pyle will say Mass at 11 o clock and 
invites anyone who would like to attend to come to 
church at that time.  
If you require transport please ring 01434 684265 or 
01434 674317 and we shall arrange a lift to church.  
Tea and coffee will be available in the church hall 
after Mass. 
 

QUIET DAY FOR OUR PARISHES  
 

Arrangements for our Quiet Day at Alnmouth Friary 
on 9th July are under way. We have invited Revd 
Canon Christopher Lewis who will lead a Quiet Day 
with wood carvings and music. The carvings are his 
own - we will not be required to learn to carve. 
We need to know how many people are coming - so 
please, check your diaries, and, if you are coming, 
let Sheila Smith (603945) know. Please donôt leave 
this till the last minute!!  Parking is limited at the 
Friary itself, and we try to take as few cars as possi-
ble so please could you indicate if you have room 
for passengers or if you need a lift? 

balancing haloes. St Paul and the writers of the early 
church refer to ―saints‖ collectively. Saints are all 
the members, the faithful of the Christian communi-
ties. They are God‘s holy people, called to God‘s 
service. Later the term came to be applied especially 
to particular categories, those who had ―died in the 
Lord‖, often as martyrs. Gradually ―saint‖ in the sin-
gular came to be a sort of official title of respect and 
honour used for those distinguished among their fel-
low Christians for their faithfulness, and therefore 
worthy of public veneration. 
In the earliest days, Saints were usually those who 
had suffered martyrdom for their faith, and, on the 
anniversary of their death the faithful assembled at 
the site of martyrdom or the grave, to celebrate the 
Eucharist. The anniversary was a day of rejoicing 
and triumph, a ―feast day‖. The first such feast day 
of which there is a record is that of St Polycarp of 
Smyrna who was martyred in the second century. 
After the early 4th century the acute persecution of 
the Christians came to an end, though the faithful 
were still faced by trials and temptations, and the 
teachers of the Church began to emphasise that ordi-
nary Christian life, lived consistently in loving self-
offering to God was a kind of martyrdom. By the 
end of the 4th century the great ascetics in the wilder-
ness, and outstanding bishops and teachers began to 
be regarded as saints, known as ―confessors‖. 
So the numbers of saints began to grow. Then, of 
course, rules had to be applied. First the local 
churches sanctioned who could be canonized ie. 
added to the list of saints. Later, individual bishops 
canonized, by giving permission for a religious festi-
val to be kept in the dead person‘s honour but from 
the 10th century canonizations came more and more 
into the hands of the bishop of Rome. After 1181 
only Rome could decide who would be canonized, 
and by 1634 a fixed process was set up. The Ortho-
dox Church also have formal systems of canoniza-
tion , but these are less rigorous than those of the 
Roman Catholic Church while the Anglican and 
other Protestant Churches have not continued the 
process of canonization – although the feasts of cer-
tain saints are still kept. 
Canonization does not make a saint, it is simply a 
declaration that such and such a person became a 
saint in his or her lifetime and is now in heaven. But 
there are countless uncanonized saints, known to 
their neighbours, and fully known to God alone.  
These ―lesser‖ saints, those who have now left this 
world we celebrate at All Saints and All Hallows.  
Sheila Smith 


