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Two people who are prominent in our 
villages have separately gone on record in 
the past month to say that although there are 
community groups in our parish there is 
little overall community spirit. They have 
drawn unfavourable comparisons with 
Humshaugh and Slaley where they claim 
the villagers rally round for the good of the 
whole. Are they correct? Perhaps they are, 
but it could be that other villages are better 
at blowing their own trumpets! Certainly we 
have the Pantomime and the Produce Show 
which certainly pull in, and are supported 
by all members of the community, but do 
we have any other real evidence of all of us 
acting for the greater good? The older 
�L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�Q�W�V�� �P�D�\�� �Z�H�O�O�� �F�O�D�L�P�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�Q�¶�W��
like that in the old days when everyone 
turned out, but times have changed and we 
now have commuting, television and a more 
mobile population. But if Humshaugh and 
�6�O�D�O�H�\���F�D�Q���«�« 
One way we have an opportunity to show 
that we can pull together is by being 
involved in the forthcoming Stanegate 
Diamond Jubilee Festival. We can all 
support not only the actual events but also 
the preparatory work being done to raise 
�I�X�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���J�H�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�H�G�������<�R�X�¶�O�O���I�L�Q�G��
details on page 14) 
Coincidentally, in an email to the Stanegate 
Stephen Pedley has suggested something 
which could involve a large number of 
people and produce concrete evidence of a 
community pulling together. It would be 
�P�D�U�Y�H�O�O�R�X�V���L�I�� �Z�H���F�R�X�O�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���µ�7�K�H���*�U�H�D�W��
�%�R�R�N�� �R�I�� �1�H�Z�E�U�R�X�J�K���)�R�X�U�V�W�R�Q�H�V�¶���� �,�W�¶�V�� �E�H�H�Q��
done elsewhere but not, as far as we know 
in Humshaugh or Slaley! (See page 13 for 
�6�W�H�S�K�H�Q�¶�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�� 
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