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Editorial 
 
Did any readers of The Stanegate see the 
Autumn Equinox sky recently?  Vivid 
slashes of pink and lilac contrasting 
sharply with the fast turning sludge 
browns and withered gold of the fields and 
paths. It‘s certainly a funny old mix and 
one which mirrors the content and make 
up of this month‘s edition. 
On the one hand we have a piece in 
celebration of nature‘s home grown 
bounty, cultivated in the gardens and plots 
of the Parish and exhibited in the Produce 
Show. Somewhat in contrast we have the 
unexpected and frankly challenging-to- 
communicate news that it is now OK to 
place your (hopefully) bagged up dog 
waste in normal waste bins (not recycling 
however). Whatever next?  
How about the much communicated road 
closure at Whinney Hill which was 
prepared for by many, yet which has failed 
to happen. An example of joined up 
thinking gone bad..... 
On a more culinary note we have some 
delicious recipes from the Orchard 
Kitchen to help prepare us for the 
predicted snowy onslaught that seems to 
be fast approaching. We would also like to 
plead with you, our lovely readers, to send 
in your favourite family recipes and the 
stories behind them. We think that if it‘s 
something you love then it‘s bound to 
enrich the recipe box of others in our 
locale. Any contributions can be posted on 
our Facebook page or emailed to us or 
even thrown at us from moving cars as we 
go about our business – you know who we 
are by now and we aren‘t easily offended!  
From the biscuit hued colours of the cakes 
in the show through the multi shaded 
doggy by-products to the comforting 
browns and siennas of autumnal stews, we 
hope you enjoy the blend of summer into 
autumn. A bit like a symphony (and dare 
we suggest, like the editorial team) 
sometimes the individual parts make little 
sense and have limited resonance on their 
own but joined together they give the big 
picture and sometimes create something 
wonderful like a wheat field shadowed by 
an Equinox sky.... 

Janice Baylis, Jo Grey,  
Pat Johnston & Rob Tindall 

  
Send material to RobMTin@aol.com 
The deadline for the November issue is 
Tuesday 18th October 
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Advertising 
Commercial yearly advertising rates. 

Single page £320, 1/2 page £160, 1/4 page £80, 1/8 page £40, 1/12 page, £27. 
Commercial monthly advertising rates on application; ring 01434 674324 

We wish to foster an active and responsive  advertising policy   
Commercial advertising, offering goods and services for payment will be paid for.   

Private and community advertising will be free.  
Lost and found – free  Swap shop— free 

10, Gilesgate, Hexham 

We stock an extensive range of Car Parts &  
Accessories including Body Panels, Exhausts, 
Batteries, Brakes, Paints, Sumps, Refinishing 

Products, Fuel Tanks and General Spares. 
Open To The Trade & Public 

Tel: 01434 606751 Fax 607605  
www.bmfgroup.co.uk 

Letters 
 

In response to Beryl Turner's letter printed in 
September's Stanegate I will make the point that we 
moved here 16 years ago, a year earlier than Mrs 
Turner, our next door neighbours arrived 2 months 
after us. We are all still waiting for our bunch of 
flowers, copy of the Church Magazine and list of 
Tradespeople. I'd guess that the flowers must have 
been delivered to those people living in slightly 
more expensive property than ours, what a shame!  
Maybe Mrs Turner might like to carry out that 
taking a leaf out of Mrs Ord's book and deliver the 
flowers herself.  
    Name and address withheld. 
 
Dear Editor, 
I was pleased to see someone else had noted the 
centenary of Rossie‘s death as recorded on the 
gravestone in Crow wood and would like to add 
some further information. The DuCane family did 
indeed live in the ‗big house‘ and Rossie was their 
dog. The family can be traced back to the 1500s but 
the last surviving member of the family is Jennifer 
DuCane who now lives in Newcastle and still owns 
land at Carrawbrough, including the Mithraic temple 
at Brocolitia (or more properly Procolitia). Jenny 
tells me that Rossie was her Great Grandmother‘s 
dog. Of further interest to some is that the 
description of Rossie as a ‗constant and devoted 
companion of Dorothy Du Cane‘ was a swipe at Mrs 
Du Cane‘s husband who apparently ran off with the 
French maid therefore proving anything but a 
constant and devoted companion! 

Paul Myers  

Dear Team, 
  I‘ve been reading the bits and pieces from the folk 
who bothered to write in saying why they lived in 
Fourstones or Newbrough and I look forward to 
reading the views of the other 1500 folk who live 
here, or perhaps they couldn‘t care less  

where they lay their heads at night. 
Over the years I‘ve seen many changes in the 
villages and I have to admit that they haven‘t all 
been for the better. I could do with a Post Office, or 
at least the van parking nearer this end and we could 
do with a linesman or two. There are a number of 
right pilchards who live in some of the houses—and 
not all of them on the estates. 
But I don‘t want to get a reputation for being a 
moaner. There are some real cracking folk around, 
and 99% of the rest are good company. The air is 
clean and healthy - except when our farmer friends 
are spreading slurry. Most  people keep their homes 
and gardens tidy and although crisp packets and 
juice bottles float around in the breeze the verges 
are cleaner than Fore Street. The kids can set up lip 
at times but equally so you do hear them saying 
―Sorry‖ (Sometimes). I‘m told the little kids were 
responsible for planting the flowers around the 
Newbrough sign - the Courant never picked that up, 
but we aren‘t Corbridge. 
All in all a great place to live, with only a few 
drawbacks. 

Adam Neavitt 
 

Stanegate Readers 
 

Agent Zigzag by Ben Macintyre 
As part of the "World Book Night" in March, our 
Book Club was given free copies of "Agent Zigzag" 
by Ben Macintyre, a quite superb writer. 
 Although the book reads like a novel, the content is 
in fact true. 
Eddie Chapman, alias Agent Zigzag, was a 
handsome, amoral charmer, whose career in robbing 
safes and cash registers landed him in prison in 
Jersey for three years. 
After his release into an island under Nazi rule, he 
was whisked away to prison in France and then  
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Brushes 
Painter and Decorator 

Domestic & Commercial 
 

 Telephone: 

   01434 683384 

 

   Mobile: 07957243996 

FOAM 
 

Quality upholstery grades – cut to size 
 

SOFA CUSHION & MATTRESS SOLUTIONS 
 

Revitalise your furniture with a choice of foams, 
(REFLEX & memory) foam/fibre, foam/feather & 

feather options for a filling that suits you. 
 

Visit the workshop, Tue-Thu, 0900-1700 or 
arrange for a free home consultation and delivery 

service.  
 

Upholstery supplies also stocked 
 

Classic Uph. & Foam, West End Ind. Est., 
Haltwhistle, NE49 9HA 

01434322681, www.classicupholsteryfoam.co.uk 

recruited as a German spy. 
However, on his first mission to Britain, he 
immediately offered his services to his native 
country and became a double agent. Because 
Chapman was a born liar, he could calmly withstand 
hours of interrogation. He became fluent in French 
and German and honed his considerable skills as an 
explosives‘ expert. We found the book fascinating 
and although Chapman was not an endearing 
character, we couldn't help but admire his coolness 
under adversity. 
His story was filled with intrigue, romance, betrayal 
and some very amusing, incompetent German 
soldiers who could have starred in 'allo 'allo! The 
book was a very enjoyable and informative read. 
 

WI Meeting September Report 
 
Joyce was welcomed back by Dorothy following her 
absence of 3 months from illness. Dorothy was 
pleased to acknowledge the presence of Denise, who 
had attended her first meeting in July. 
The coffee afternoon, held in August, raised £238 of 
which £150 is to be given to the ‗cups of tea‘ project.  
Our annual Sunflower Competition was won by 
Pam. In second and third places were Laura and Ella 
respectively.  
Once all the admin side of the evening had finished 
our speaker Caro Dickinson was introduced. Caro 
had been personally asked to do the flowers for the 
wedding of the Duke and Duchess of 
Northumberland‘s daughter. Her engagement was 
announced in May 2010 and the wedding planned 
for late February 2011.  As Caro explained February 
is not the best time of the year to find flowers, so she 
planted 100 paper white narcissi, which she nurtured 
at home and also took some up to Alnwick to be 
looked after by the gardeners, but to her dismay they 
were forgotten.  Happily 80% survived.   
Twelve days prior to the wedding Caro made an 
early morning visit to a flower market to purchase 
lilies and jasmine plants. This was followed by a 
weekend of picking foliage and preparing vases and 
containers.  The mass of flowers used was well over 
a thousand, amongst which were also alstromeria, 
tulips, anemones, roses, forsythia and amaryllis. 
Since there was to be a family dinner, the floral 
arrangements for the castle had to be started on the 
Wednesday and finished by the Thursday.  One of 
the difficulties for Caro was how to maintain the 
flowers over the next few days, since the castle was 
well heated.  On the Friday Caro and her business 
partner, Harriet, decorated the church and also 
p r e p a r e d  t h e  b o u q u e t s ,  
buttonholes and the bridesmaids‘ headdresses. 

After Caro‘s explanation of this diary of events, there 
followed a wonderful photo session, revealing how 
beautiful the church looked with its virginal white 
flowers and green foliage and how sumptuous the 
castle was, with the floral arrangements cleverly 
reflecting the colours of the décor of the various 
rooms.   The simplicity of the bride‘s bouquet and 
the prettiness of the bridesmaids‘ floral balls and 
headdresses were perfect. Caro is indeed so very 
talented, not like some of us, whom when given a 
bunch of flowers, just plonk them in.  We were all 
surprised to see that one of the bridesmaids was also 
one of those at the royal wedding.  What a lucky 
little girl!   
Whilst supper was being enjoyed, Caro drew the 
raffle, which was provided by Pam and won by 
Dorothy. Then the winners of the ‗plant in a teacup‘ 
were picked.  These being, June first and second 
Violet. 
 

Newbrough, Fourstones & Warden  
Village Society 

 
I am very sorry to report that the Newbrough, 
Fourstones and Warden Village Society no longer 
exists. Although a committee was formed at the last 
AGM nobody wished to take on the role of Chairman 
and/or Secretary. My letter in the Stanegate two 
months ago produced only one response and that was 
a very specific idea that received no enthusiasm from 
the committee members. So, sadly, the Society is no 
more. The committee decided that of funds held by 
the Society £200 be given to the Children‘s Church 
which meets monthly in the Chapel and the rest  of 
the balance (£346) be given to support The Stanegate 
Magazine. 
          Ken Page (On behalf of the Committee) 
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M B Trotter 
 

Plastering & Building Services 
 

All building work undertaken 
 

5, Broadway, Fourstones 
NE47 5DU 

 

Tel: 01434 674714 
Mobile: 07823773734 

 

Restaurant & Bar  
Good food, wines, real ales  

Meals: 12.00–9.00pm (Sun 8.00pm)  

Bar Open: 11.00am to 11.00pm  

(Sunday: 12noon to 10.30pm)  

01434 602233  
sales@theboatsideinn.com  

Warden, Hexham, Northumberland NE46 4SQ  

www.theboatsideinn.com  

Recipes from an Orchard Kitchen 
 
This month the winter is starting to draw in and 
thoughts turn to warm and comforting foods. The 
harvest is in and winter vegetables are featuring in 
meals. I am going to look at one in particular and that 
is the leek. I really don‘t know why Northumberland 
hasn‘t taken the leek as its county vegetable. A 
shocking confession, until I moved to 
Northumberland many years ago now, I had never 
eaten leek and thought it was just a Welsh peculiarity. 
The leek show has a long and noble history in the 
North East starting in the late 1800s and after dying 
back at the end of the 20th century seems to be 
growing in popularity all over again. 
Leeks are members of the onion family which makes 
them a well flavoured lily. They have been grown 
since the time of the ancient Egyptians and were 
prized by the Romans. The Emperor Nero was so 
fond of them that he was nicknamed Porrophagus 
(leek eater). He thought that eating leeks improved 
the singing voice, perhaps the reason for all the male 
voice choirs in Wales! In addition the philosopher 
Aristotle credited the clear voice of the partridge to 
eating leeks. 
The leek is Allium porrum officially it is known as 
porro in Italian, porree in German and poireau in 
French which also means simpleton. That most 
famous of Belgian detectives Hercule Poirot is in fact 
named after a leek! The leek is mentioned in the 
Bible, the Israelites lament the lack of leeks when 
searching for the promised land (Numbers 11). The 
connection with Wales stems from St. David ordering 
his soldiers to wear leeks on their helmets in battle so 
that they could be distinguished from the Saxon 
invaders. 
So historical, good for you and tasty here are the 
recipes: 

Leek and Potato Soup 
Leeks     450g/1lb 
Potatoes    2 medium 
Onion     1 medium 
Vegetable Stock   1 litre/1⅔pts 
Butter     25g/1oz 
Salt and Pepper to taste 
Top and tail the leeks and wash thoroughly then 
chop very finely. Finely slice the onion and peel and 
cube the potato into roughly ½ inch cubes. Melt the 
butter in a pan and add the vegetables. Cook on a 
low heat for 10 minutes without colouring. Add the 
stock which should just cover the vegetables, add 
more if necessary, and cook for about 15-20 minutes 
until the potatoes are soft.  Blend the soup in a food 
processor. If you prefer the soup to be thinner add 
full cream milk until the required texture is reached. 
Add seasoning to taste and reheat. Serve with crusty 
bread. Optionally sprinkle a little chopped chives or 
parsley on the surface. 
Steamed Leek and Cheddar Cheese Pudding 
This recipe is from Gary Rhodes and can be found in 
his excellent book ―New British Classics‖ 
Leeks     225g/8oz 
Self Raising Flour   225g/8oz 
Vegetarian Suet   100g/4oz 
Cheddar Cheese   175g/6oz, grated 
Water     150ml/ ¼ pt 
Salt and pepper to taste 
Top tail and thoroughly wash the leeks. Blanch them 
in boiling, salted water and then drain. Either butter 
4 ramekins or a 1.2litre/2 pt basin. Chop the leeks 
and mix with the flour, cheese and suet. Add 
seasoning and add enough water to form a soft 
dough. Divide the mix between the ramekins or 
place in the pudding basin and cover with greased 
and pleated  
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Malcolm Hull (Jed) 
 

Your Local Beekeeper 
For Local Honey 

(Comb, Extracted or Heather depending on season) 

New Season’s Honey now Available 
 

01434 674627 

J & J CUNNINGHAM 
Approved Coal Merchants 

8 Hextol Terrace, 

Hexham NE46 2DF 

Tel: Hexham 603056 

or 603154 

D.V.H. Taxi  
 

Local Taxi Service  
 

Tel. 07554430059  
 

Distance no Object  
24-Hour Airport Service  

Courier Service Available 

foil. Place in a steamer and cook for 1 to 1½ hours 
until firm to the touch. If using ramekins place them 
in a bain-marie and put in a hot oven at 180°C/350°F/ 
Gas Mark 4 for about 45 minutes or again until firm 
to touch. Serve with either hollandaise, cheese or 
cream sauce or even a caramelised onion gravy. 
If there are any recipes that you would like to share or 
if you would like a suggestion for a recipe please 
c o n t a c t  m e  v i a  e - m a i l  a t 
orchard.kitchen@orchardkitchen.co.uk. 

What’s Really Happening? 
 
Readers will recall that the August edition of The 
Stanegate contained notice of the proposed temporary 
closure of the minor C226 road from Whinney Hill to 
Tower Tye and beyond   towards Simonburn 
between August the 1st and December the 30th for 
the purposes of road widening. But on September the 
21st, over seven weeks after the intended date of 
commencement, local users of the road may have 
been wondering why it remained open to traffic with 
no sign of the works proceeding. 
It now transpires that road widening is not the reason 
for the closure but that it relates to an altogether 
larger and more complicated scheme involving the 
installation of around fourteen miles of electricity 
cabling which will link wind turbines to be 
constructed in Redesdale with the electricity sub-
station at Whinny Hill. Sections of the 
cabling will cross private land subject to landowner 
consent and consent is also required from English 
Heritage for the section affecting Hadrian's Wall. 
To minimize disturbance to this World Heritage the 
works there will be undertaken using a trenchless 
method of digging where the cable will be tunnelled 
underground between launch and receiving pits either 
side of the Wall.  From Tower Tye to the electricity 
sub-station the cabling will be laid in an open-
cut trench although in the meantime it seems that 
the road closure notice was premature and that this 
work could be deferred for some time to come. 

 

Wash Days - Country and Town -  

100 years Ago 

(When my father was born in a three roomed 
downstairs flat in the West End of Newcastle. He 
writes that he could just remember the family moving 
into a larger (4 -roomed) upstairs flat, but it was not 
until 1915 that they were able to move into a larger 
house (with 5 rooms and a bathroom,)   
The flat had two bedrooms, a kitchen and the ―front  
room‖ which doubled as a bedroom as we grew 
older.  
There was also a scullery with a sink and cold water 
tap, and a small pantry. The scullery was a base for 
major household tasks, particularly washing days, as 
the water supply (cold) came in above the brown 
ware sink.  
One corner of the scullery was occupied by the ―set -
pot‖ or copper. The semi-spherical copper cauldron 
held a few gallons of water for heating or ―boiling 
the whites‖ and was fitted into the top of a brick 
cube, which in its front had a fire-box with an open 
recess below for the ashes. The iron door of the fire-
box was about 9 inches wide by 6 or 7 inches high. 
On wash days water was put into the pot and the fire 
was lit about 6am to get a good supply of hot water 
ready in good time.  
There was also a poss tub, an oak barrel, which, 
when not in use indoors was sometimes put out in 
the yard to catch rain water, or inverted there. 
Mother also had a ‗washer kit‘, a half barrel with 
two extended staves which formed handles. This was 
used on washing days for rinsing the clothes before 
mangling. It also served as the family bath tub - we 
bathed in front of the kitchen fire. Clothes were  
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CORBRIDGE 
COOKSHOP 
Speciality Cookware 

Garden Centre 
DIY & Hardware 

15, Middle Street, Corbridge NE45 5AT 
 

( 01434 632582  01434 633954) 
 

 corbridgecookshop@btopenworld.com 

sometimes washed in this tub by treading them. 
The mangle served an important role on wash days. 
It had a heavy iron frame, and two wooden rollers 
four to six inches in diameter and about twenty 
seven to thirty inches in length which were turned 
by an iron wheel. We boys often helped by ―caaing 
(turning) the mangle‖ but had to watch Mother‘s 
fingers as she ―fed‖ the clothes into the rollers. As 
the water was squeezed out of the clothes it was 
caught on a tray and fell into a pail or dish below.   
Drying the clothes was a problem. Clothes lines 
were stretched across the back yard and the back 
lane and the washing was stretched out to dry on 
these lines which were propped up with clothes 
props. Cries of ―Coals‖ or ―Claes‖ uttered in 
stentorian tones, caused the washing mothers of the 
day to dash into the lane to clear the washing out of 
the way of the tradesman and his horse and cart 
before it could be soiled.  
The alternative to washing at home was to make use 
of the public wash house at the Snow Street Baths. 
These were about a quarter of a mile away and we 
boys turned out with Mother at about 6 or 7am to 
carry the load of washing in clothes baskets to the 
Wash House.  The boilers there were never ―out‖ so 
an early ―turn‖ meant that about an hour later 
Mother was ready for us to help her bring home the 
washed clothes. The power mangling was quick, 
little physical effort was needed to get the wet 
clothes into the mangle and the heavy rollers 
removed more water than our own mangle. All that 
remained was to dry, iron and air the clothes. 
The irons were either flat irons or box irons. Flat 
irons were heated by placing on a bar over the red 
coals of the open fire, and when ready had to be 
rubbed on an emery board to remove any dirt. The 
heaters for the box iron were placed in the fire until 
red hot when they were extracted, slid into the iron, 
and its door was closed. By listening to a light ―spit‖ 
on the sole of the iron, or touching it with a ―licked‖ 
finger end, the housewife could tell whether her iron 
was ready for use. 
Washday on the farm was a scene of great activity in 
the big back kitchen. Aunt, Mother and Dix all wore 
coarse aprons and their pattens kept them dry on the 
wet floor. The set pot fire was lit early and 
seemingly vast quantities of hot or boiling water 
were soon available for use in the big poss tub or for 
hand washing in the half tubs. The poss stick, the 
biggest I‘ve ever seen in use, was suspended from a 
cross beam at the height of the kitchen wall by a 
chain, a large spiral spring and a rope - the last being 
fastened to the poss stick handle. The ―posser‖ had 
to plunge the poss stick into the clothes in the tub 
and the spring lifted the stick up again ready for the 
next poss. This saved having to heave the heavy 
poss stick up out of the wet clothes. 
After mangling through the heavy wooden rollers of 
the big mangle, the clothes were hung out on lines 
across the garden, across the lane outside the back 
door, and spread on the road-side hawthorn hedges - 
where ―the whites‖ dried and bleached in the 
sunlight. 
(Pattens were clog soles with open toe caps and 
bands of leather laced over the arches of the foot. 
They kept the wearers feet above the splashes of 
water on the floor. The coarse aprons were of 
“harn” - hessian. Pattens and harn aprons were 
worn in both town and country on wash days.) 

 

HOW THESE REMINISCENCES 
CAME TO BE WRITTEN 

 
I have been asked how my father came to write down  

these memories. He introduces them with :- 
― These reminiscences were jotted down in single 
word form as they came to mind and the decision to 
write them down more fully was prompted 
particularly by my sister-in-law. Her eldest grand-
daughter, then at Teacher Training College, had 
asked her to write an account of her early days for 
some study she was doing. 
I had toyed with the idea for some time, and had 
used some of what is recorded here in discussions at 
various times when I‘d been told ―You should write 
that down‖. 
Here then is the result in a rambling account through 
which may be traced some association of ideas.  
At some future time I may???? revise it.‖ 
(He began writing these memories in 1978 - when he 
was 79 years old.. He would disappear for an hour 
or two most mornings armed with a fountain pen and 
a pad of paper. He wrote on one side of the paper 
only - so that additions could be made on the 
opposite page. Some of the ink is very faint, and, as 
he always claimed his writing was better on a 
blackboard than on paper, it is not always easy to 
decipher. By 1978 his two brothers and his elder 
sister had died, but as my mother had also grown up 
in the same area of Newcastle occasionally she 
would be consulted, particularly when he was 
writing about the games played in the streets or the 
cries of the street hawkers.  
His memories are mainly confined to pre-First World 
War. At the very end is a fragment of paper with just 
a few words scribbled down - clearly these are 
memories to which he intended to return but never 
did. And he never revised his “rambling account.” It 
was only after his death in 1982 that we discovered 
just how much he had committed to paper.)  
Sheila Smith 
 

An Appeal Worth Responding to. 
 

The new school year is here. The village of 
Newbrough parent and toddler group needs funds to  
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D.J. Forster Building Services 
Stonemason / General Builder 

 
New Build Extensions 

Alterations Restoration 
Garden Walls Patios  

Roof Repairs Building Maintenance 
 

All work carried out to a high standard.  
Previous work can be viewed on request. 

Contact: 01434 674503 or 07879637633 

 

DODDS of HEXHAM 
Complete Funeral 
and Cremation Service 
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
 
A. J. DODD 
41, HENCOTES, HEXHAM 
Tel: Hexham 603362  

 

Riverside Cottage Pest Solutions 
 

Rodents, rabbits and avian pests controlled. 
 

Free estimates available . 
 

Fully insured and based locally in Warden. 
 

Call Chris on- 

01434 602745 

Or 

07547464737 

and their stately progress to be milked.    
Increasingly we feel that the gulf between rural and 
urban life is becoming larger, with mutual lack of 
understanding about the problems involved. Living 
in the countryside offers much, but for many there 
are major issues involving housing, employment and 
transport. Communities like ours benefit enormously 
from volunteer initiatives such as the Stanegate and 
the life surrounding the Town Hall. There is a lot to 
be positive about, and we are glad we live here. 

     Newcomers 
   (Names & address supplied) 

 
Town Hall 200+ Club September Draw 

 
141         S & B Hitchen 
297         Philip Turnbull 
166         Rob Tindall 
 

A Night of Music 
 
On Saturday 10th September, John and I did 
not need  to travel far to enjoy a wonderful night of 
music. The venue was Newbrough Town Hall and 
the programme was so varied there was something to 
suit everyone's taste. Five or six individual acts 
performed and each played for about twenty minutes. 
During the interval tasty hot soup was served to 
those who felt peckish. 
The evening began with The Cherry Pickers playing 
and singing popular songs which suited the gravelly 
voices of the ladies.  Playing in the group was 
Hamish Anderson who lives in Fourstones, and is 
very much at home with his guitar. During the 
evening we heard a solo guitarist, a group of four 
men with guitars and a flute playing folk songs, and 
in contrast four eastern ladies playing music which 
reminded me of music to charm snakes. The evening 
closed  with  two men singing Geordie songs, 

help keep the group going. We don‘t want to lose 
this group or the younger generation will miss out 
on a beneficial start to their educational career. We 
are planning a car boot sale and would appreciate 
any donations. Big items or small items. Clothing, 
baby items, books everything gratefully received. 
Trailer available to pick up larger items. We will 
also run a tombola too so any new items would be 
great too. Please, please if you have anything you 
want rid of then please get in touch. Ring Laura at 
Warden on 07799891948/01434 604265 or Michelle 
at Newbrough on 07909667028 
 

Old Sayings for October 
 
According to the old sayings, October seems to set 
the weather pattern for the months which follow. 
If there is thunder in October, January will be wet. 
If the oak wears its leaves in October you may 
expect a hard winter. 
 

Why do We Live Here? 
 
Fourteen years ago we took early retirement and 
chose to live in Fourstones. We have not regretted 
the decision. After very busy lives with a great deal 
of travelling we wanted calm and privacy, but we 
also wanted good access to the theatres and concert 
halls   of Newcastle. We searched for months but 
eventually found the right house in  the right village. 
Since then, we have enjoyed the nuanced changes of 
the seasons in the Tyne Valley, the sound of larks, 
the flash of a kingfisher on the river. We also shared 
the sadness of the Foot and Mouth epidemic and felt 
enraged at  the slaughter of healthy animals and the 
callous indifference of central government  to the 
destruction of rural life. Now the fields are full of 
livestock once more, although we miss the sight of 
Denny Spence‘s fine dairy herd grazing on the hill,  
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Richard Charlton  

Joinery 
 

Time Served Joiner 
 

First and Second fix joinery 
 

Contact: 
 

Day: 07786557937 

Evening: 01434 674815 

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING  
SERVICE 
For a competitive quotation 
please contact 
MACDONALD 
EAST LAND ENDS 
HAYDON BRIDGE 
01434-684491 
or 
07801308006 

Holistic Therapies  
 

Aches and pains or stressed? 

*Aromatherapy   *Pamper Parties 

*Reflexology  *Gift Vouchers 

*Swedish massage   
 

Fully qualified and insured.  
 

Local therapy room available or brought to 

you in the comfort of your own home  
 

For details contact Margaret or Glynis on 

01434 674296 or 07920401128 

or margaret_k45@hotmail.co.uk 

Caerus Fuel Solutions  
 

Heating Oil, Diesels, Tanks, Fuel Additives 
  

Jackie Younger  

07808 921043  

(01434) 674558  

 

Local, Established, Accountable, Honest 

accompanied by guitar, squeeze box and jokes.  
I think most of the musicians are associated with 
Core Music in Hexham, an organisation, which in a 
roundabout way provides enthusiastic amateurs an 
opportunity to play to an audience .This article is not 
a review of the evening, but an occasion to thank 
Helen and her colleagues at the Town Hall and the 
Stanegate Garage for organising such an enjoyable 
event. 

Christine Blunt 
 

October Skies 
 
Around the time of the equinox (September 23rd), 
the nights draw in rapidly and we have more time in 
which to go outdoors, as far from artificial lights as 
possible, an re-familiarise ourselves with the autumn 
constellations. 
During the twilight in the first part of the month, the 
Moon will be much in evidence, growing from a 
broad crescent to become a bright full moon by 12th 
October. Around this date it will be appearing over 
the eastern skyline each evening at about the time of 
sunset. This phenomenon is sometimes referred to as 
the ―hunter‘s moon‖ - rather similar to the 
September ―harvest moon‖. Unfortunately, the bright 
moonlight will be scattered by atmospheric haze to 
dim out the fainter stars and we could find it difficult 
to identify some constellations and star clusters. We 
should have no problem with Patrick Moore‘s 
―Summer Triangle‖ consisting of the bright stars 
Vega, Altair and Deneb. This should be well 
overhead with its sharpest vertex pointing to the 
SSW by mid-evening. Later in the month when the 
Moon is absent, the Milky Way should be visible, 
stretching from NE to SE. Lying along it will be the 
forms of Cygnus (the Northern Cross), the ―W‖ of 
Cassiopeia and the string of stars forming the body 
of Perseus. Between the latter two lies a faint double 
cluster of stars. See if you can find it - binoculars  

 can assist. Near the North horizon will be found 
―The Plough‖ (Ursa Major). One of the stars in the 
―handle‖ has a faint close companion - are your eyes 
up to finding it ? It is claimed that early Arabic 
astronomers considered this ―double‖ as a good test 
of eyesight…… 
The bright non-twinkling evening object which has 
been very prominent in the East in the later part of 
September is the planet JUPITER. It will continue to 
rise earlier and brighten further until it reaches 
―opposition‖ on 27th October, when it crosses our 
local meridian a few minutes after midnight (GMT) 
on 28th October (01.08 BST). This is the planet‘s 
closest approach to Earth since 1999 and now is a 
good opportunity to train our telescopes onto it and 
see what we can make out of its surface details. A 
good pair of binoculars, held steadily (or, preferably, 
resting on a firm support) should allow us to make 
out its tiny disc shape and pick out its four largest 
satellites, strung out on either side of it. With 
(considerable) patience it is possible to follow their 
relative movements over an hour or two, though this 
is much more fun if you have a reasonably large 
telescope of decent quality…. 
MARS is a rather faint reddish object, rising in the 
NE in the early hours and slowly moving away from 
Gemini towards Leo. Too small for binoculars to 
show its shape…. 
The other three bright planets, MERCURY, VENUS 
and SATURN all lie too close to the Sun for 
observation for most of this month, the Sun 
overtaking Saturn on 13th October. Mercury 
overtook the Sun on 28th September and will now be 
an evening object in the western sky - but not well 
positioned for finding, even at the end of the month. 
It reaches its greatest distance from the Sun in mid-
November. 
We have a METEOR SHOWER due - the 
ORIONIDS. Look for them between 16th and 27th  
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                  Fourstones Service Station 
         

  Incorporating Stanegate Country Store  
 

  
“PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND FACILITIES” 
 
 

     
    Groceries & General Provisions, Tobacco Products, 
    Off Licence, Chilled Beers & Soft Drinks, Hot & Cold Food,  
    Sandwiches, Frozen Foods, Milk, Bread, Stationery,  
    Postage Stamps, Newspapers & Magazines, Pies,  
    Savouries, Fuels – Diesel & Unleaded, Car Accessories,  
    Engine Oils, Light Bulbs and much more………. 
 

 
 “We really appreciate 

 ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘέ 
Local shops are a vital part of Village life 

Opening Hours: 
Monday – Friday 7:30am to 7:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am to 7:00pm 
Sunday 8:00am to 6:00pm 
Telephone 01434 674978 

IAIN KENDREW  

JOINERY  

Specialising in all internal and  

external joinery, general building 

and maintenance  

 

Fully time -served  

Over 20 years experience  

07825304033  or  01434 674729  

EcoCabs 
 

4, 8 & 16  Seat Vehicles  
 

Airport Transfers, Wedding Vehicles 
 

Courier Services, Corporate Contracts 
 

School Contracts 
 

01434 600600 
Online Booking 

www.600600.co.uk 

They Know how to Celebrate in the 
Chapel 

 
Harvest Thanksgiving Weekend was celebrated with 
Joyce Short conducting worship on Sunday morning. 
On Monday evening The Prudhoe Gleemen were 
welcomed, a male voice choir of 30 plus, 
accompanied at the piano by Alison Williams. The  
conductor was Michael Summers .  A delightful and 
varied programme of music and song was enjoyed 
by  a full congregation.  Rev. Peter Wright acted as 
Chairman.   The usual Methodist refreshments 
followed.  The members are very grateful to 
everyone who supported and contributed in any way 
to make this a most successful event.  
 £465.00 was raised on the evening towards Chapel 
funds. 

He Runs and Runs 
 

Simon Aldred of Settlingstones completed his fastest 
ever Great North Run with a splendid time of 1 hour 
50 minutes and 33 seconds. He would like to thank 
everyone who sponsored him. Currently the total 
raised through his sponsorship is just under £800 
which he is donating to the Great North Air 
Ambulance. We are certainthat Stanegate readers 
who haven‘t yet donated to Simon‘s cause will help 
him push the total to over £800 and nearer an 
incredible £1000. You can still sponsor him by 
going to http://justgiving.com/Simon-Aldred. 
 

August Weatherwatch 
 

In previous August Weatherwatches "doubtful" and  

October - the peak is on 22nd October with perhaps 
two dozen per hour - if you‘re lucky. They travel 
quite swiftly and can leave brief trails. Bright 
moonlight could interfere with observing during the 
first week - give it a try later! There is an overlap 
with November‘s Taurid shower, but these are much 
slower moving and less frequent…. 
    Happy sky-gazing 
    Malcolm Rowe 
 

Birthstone Trivia  :  October 
 
The opal is the traditional birthstone for those born 
in the month of October and some of the properties 
with which the opal is associated are hope, 
innocence and purity. 
Opals can be found in a variety of colours and the 
name opal means ‗to see a change in colour‘ - 
although an alternative derivation is from the Latin 
‗opalus‘ meaning a stone. The white opal has a 
white body colour with pastel glints of rainbow.  
Black opals have a blue, grey or black body colour.  
The black Boulder opal contains ironstone.  Crystal 
or water opals are the transparent or colourless opals 
containing brilliant flashes of colour within them.  
Fire opals are transparent or translucent opals with a 
yellow, orange or red body colour that may also 
have a flash of colour.  One kind, with a varied play 
of colour in a reddish ground, is called the harlequin 
opal.  Minilite is a brown impure variety occurring 
in concretions at Menilmontant, near Paris. 
The precious opal presents a peculiar play of colours 
of delicate tints and is highly esteemed as a gem.  
The common opal has a milky appearance.   
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Babies,Toddlers, Mums and Dads Welcome 
 

Newbrough Town Hall 
 

  Mon: 1.00–3.00 pm    
  Cost: £2 per family 

  Contact: Michelle Scott 07909 667028 

 

 

- Neil Pattison Dairyman 
Tel: 683905 
 
 

Are you fed up with  
running out of milk? 
Why not have your milk  
delivered to your door by me? 
Areas covered; Haydon Bridge,  
Newbrough, Fourstones, Humshaugh 

        ANTHONY WRIGHT 

        PROFESSIONAL TILING &  

      PLASTERING CONTRACTOR 
       

All Types Of Tiles Fitted To Walls & Floors 
Ceramic, Limestone, Slate, Travertine, Porcelain 

Internal Re-Skims, External Rendering 
Bathrooms, Kitchens & Conservatories 

References/Portfolio of Previous Work Available 
NVQ Levels 2 & 3 Qualified 

All Work Guaranteed & Fully Insured 
 

9 Kern Green, Stonehaugh, Hexham, NE48 3DZ 
Tel: 01434 230042  Mobile 07803038875 

Email: antwright66@hotmail.co.uk 

 

LOGS 4 WOODBURNERS 
 

WELL SEASONED BARN DRIED LOGS 
 

Available All Year Round 
 

01434 230050 / 07791 468347 
 

For more information go to: 

www.warkforestlandscapes.co.uk 
 

"dubious" have been words used to describe the 
month's customary weather and they most certainly 
applied to this year's lacklustre August. The Park 
Shield temperature record shows that it opened with 
three seemingly pleasant summer days of over 21c 
(70F) and taken apart this might indicate a fine start 
to the month. But there was only a glimpse of hazy 
sun on a generally gloomy 1st, black cloud unloaded 
well over half an inch of rain in the hour after 
midday on the 2nd and while the monthly 
maximum of 24.7C (76.5F) recorded on the 3rd 
was the highest for four years sunny spells 
alternated with longer cloudy periods.  
On a grey 4th more than three-quarters of an inch of 
rain had fallen by mid-afternoon although the sky 
cleared in the evening and the warmest night of the 
month followed with a minimum of 14.1C 
(57.4F) recorded before dawn the next morning. The 
day was warm and sunny but then the first Saturday 
of the month on the 6th brought about a sudden 
change as the weather lurched into 
a decidedly autumnal mode. Heavy rain fell 
throughout the afternoon when thunder rumbled and 
it continued into the evening bringing another 33 
mm (1.3") to add to August's already mounting total, 
while a chilly high of 14.2C (57.6F) was the joint 
lowest Park Shield daily maximum for the month. 
Variable sunny intervals in the warmer if 
occasionally showery days from the 7th to the 9th 
brought a brief respite from often clouded August 
skies but much heavier rain returned on the 10th 
when 25.5mm (1.0") fell during the day at Park 
Shield and twenty-four hour maximums of 35.7 mm 
(1.4") and 43.7 mm (1.7") were recorded at seven-
thirty the next morning at Park Shield and High 
Stonecroft respectively. This brought rainfall for the 
month to date to a little under 120 mm 
(4.7") with a cool and rainy 11th increasing this to 
some 130 mm before drier weather in the 
next two weeks saw rainfall confined to five 
days  of occasional showers. This period was the 
sunniest of the month but too often bright starts to  

the day fizzled out under blankets of cloud and 
morning fog on the 18th signalled the approach of 
autumn. 
Its arrival was checked for a while over the 
generally sunny weekend of the 20th and 21st   with 
a respectable late-August daily maximum of 22.4C 
(72.3F) recorded at Park Shield on the 
S a t u r d a y .  N i g h t s ,  h o w e v e r , 
were becoming cooler with shortening days and 
monthly minimums of 6.6C (43.9F) and 4.3C 
(39.7F) were recorded at Park Shield and High 
Stonecroft in the early hours of the 25th, although 
the day also saw the last vestige of summer 
weather with occasional bright sun and a Park 
Shield high of 21.3C (70.3F).  
But there was a headlong descent into autumn 
the next day. Heavy rain followed early fog and 
over an inch fell through the afternoon and into the 
evening, while the temperature struggled to a 
maximum of 14.2C (57.6F) at Park Shield and High 
Stonecroft recorded its lowest August daily 
maximum of 13.8C (56.8F).  
Since the August bank holiday was moved from the 
first to the last Monday in the month forty years ago 
it has retained its name but there was nothing of 
summer to be enjoyed over this year's very 
indifferent Bank Holiday weekend from the 27th to 
the 29th. Friday's rain continued through the 
Saturday morning, blustery winds blew on the 
Sunday bringing a monthly maximum gust of 41.8 
mph at Park Shield, and on a cloudy Monday the 
daily maximum was only just above the lowest of 
the month. In broad terms this summed up August's 
weather as a whole; cool, wet and cloudy. It was the 
coolest August in the district on recent record and 
perhaps since 1993, and a substantial monthly total 
rainfall of 188 mm (7.4") placed it second to 2004 
which was the wettest August on county record.  
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Your Local Laundry 
Open To 

Domestic and 

Commercial Customers 
 

Wash, Dry, Press/Iron 

Dry Cleaning, Full Sports Kits 

Services available 
Open Monday to Thursday 8am ð 6pm 

Friday 8am ð 7pm, Saturday 8am ð 4pm 

Delivery Service Available 

12 St. Lukeõs Road, Hexham 

Phone: 01434 603310 

Mobile:07553349557 

www.yourlocallaundry.co.uk 

kitchen to your door on Tuesdays and Thursdays during school term 
at about 12 noon for the princely sum of £2.70. School meals aren‘t 
what they were when you were at school and Michelle‘s cooking is 
legendary. If you are interested or would like to know more contact 
Michelle in person or telephone her on 07769295408. 
 

All the Best was on Show 
 

No matter what the heavens throw at them the gardeners and bakers 
of our parish always come up trumps at the Parish Produce Show.  
The (predominantly) male element had obviously donned their 
wellies and macs to howk their tatties and lift their beetroot and leeks. 
The (predominantly) female element had had more sense and made 
for the warmth of the kitchen to produce an eye-catching and mouth-
watering array of goodies.  
Some of the classes in the Vegetable Section may have been lighter 
than in previous years but the quality was just as high. (Do the judges 
wake up in the night after the show with recurring doubts as to 
whether exhibit 39 in the beetroot class should really have taken 
precedence over number 131?) It was nice that the children of the 
School Gardening Club saw some reward for their weeding, removal 
of caterpillars and general nurturing of their raised beds by being 
Number 1 in Class 1 with a red cabbage that could well have graced 
the shelves in Waitrose. The king of the vegetables is secure on his 
throne  with David Walton not only taking the Shield for the Most 
Points in the combined Vegetable and Flower Sections but also the R 
Brown Perpetual Challenge Cup for the Best Exhibit in the Vegetable 
Classes for his collection of vegetables. With regard to the overall 
award it was however, to quote the Duke of Wellington after 
Waterloo, ―The nearest run thing you ever saw in your life,‖ as David 
had a margin of only a single point over Rob Tindall. The Stanegate 
Silver Challenge Cup for the Best Exhibit in Leeks and Onions went 
to Archie and Louis Kelly with three superb onions grown from sets.  
The Flower Section, not unsurprisingly was weak with only the sweet 
pea class attracting many entries. John and Christine Blunt deserve 
particular mention for their sweet peas and indoor foliage and 
flowering plants but the judge chose Mary Wilson‘s Autumn Flower 
arrangement as being most deserving of the Perpetual Challenge Cup 
for the best exhibit in the Flower Section. 
It is in the Industrial Section that the show comes into its own and 
one cannot envy Andy and Susan their task as they cut and tasted 
their way through the entries in a very thorough assessment process. 
The Stanegate‘s very own ‗Orchard Kitchen‘ writer, Iain Bennett took 
the Mrs M Walton Perpetual Challenge Cup for the best exhibit in 
Home Baking with a perfect loaf of bread. Katherine Robbie repeated 
last year‘s success in the Craft Section where her flower arrangement 
in an orange was judged worthy of the Parish Cup for best exhibit. 
The overall winner for the most points in the Industrial Section was 
Victoria Curry who took the Mrs R B Dodd Perpetual Challenge Cup. 
It was a strange coincidence that her margin of victory over Margaret  

Add to this the fact that it was the dullest August since the exceptionally dull August of 2008 which was the 
dullest nationally since 1912 and the conclusion must be that this year's August weather was not  just doubtful" 
and "dubious" but downright dismal. 
August Weatherwatch Factfile. 
Temperature. Park Shield mean monthly minimum : c.10.4C (50.7F). Mean monthly maximum : c.18.8C 
(65.8F). Monthly mean : c.14.6C (57.2F). High Stonecroft monthly maximum : 24.4C (75.9F) on the 3rd. East 
& North East England monthly mean : 14.7C (58.5F) and 0.3C below the 1971-2000 average. UK monthly 
minimum : 1.1C (34F) "at Katesbridge (Co. Down) on the 9th and 23rd. Monthly maximum : 30.3C (86.5F) at 
Gravesend (Kent) on the 3rd. In the UK it was the coolest August since 1993.  
Rainfall & Sunshine.  
Park Shield August average : c. 90 mm (3.3"). 24 hour maximum : 35.7mm (1.4") to 0.730 on the 7th. High 
Stonecroft total : 199 mm (7.8"). 24 hour maximum : 43.7mm (1.7") to 0.730 on the 7th. East & North East 
England : 102 and 83% of the 1971-2000 average respectively.  
Winds. Northerly at first and then generally westerly for the remainder of the month.  Average maximum daily 
gust : 18.6 mph. High Stonecroft maximum gust : 53.3 mph on the 8th. 
 

It’s too much Faff! Oh, no it isn’t! 
 

When an elderly person visits the doctor, he or she is often asked, ―Are you eating enough?‖ No matter what 
answer the medico is given the truth is that if you are living alone or a couple getting on a bit and with 
diminished appetites, it is much easier to settle for a bowl of soup and a biscuit than get the pans out and put 
the oven on. We have a service in Newbrough and Fourstones which will ensure you get a two-course lunch 
without having to peel a potato. Michelle Bridges can supply a piping hot, two-course meal from the school  
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HAYDON BRIDGE PLAYGROUP & TINY TOTS 
 

TODDLERS  

From Birth upward  

Toddler sessions run on Thursday mornings, 
from 9:15-11:15 am at Haydon Bridge Fire  

Station. Cost: £1.50 per family includes  
tea/coffee/juice/snack  

PLAYGROUP  

From 2 years onwards  

Playgroup runs on Monday and Friday 
mornings from 9:15 to 11:15 am. A qualified 

playgroup leader plus assistants run the 
playgroup. Cost: £5.50 per session.  

 

For further information contact: Jenna Kirkup on 
01434 688238 or call into one of the sessions. 

 
POLTROSS ENTERPRISES 

 

Wild Bird Food & Pet Supplies 
 

Quality wild bird foods and accessories 
Foods & accessories for all kinds of pets 
Dogs & Cats                       Horses 
Poultry                                Small animals 

 
Free Delivery 

 

Unit 8d West End Industrial Estate 
Haltwhistle NE49 9HA 

 
Tel/fax 01434 321111 www.feedthebirds.co.uk 

Rod Henderson  
Painter & Decorator  

All aspects covered ie. Paperhanging,colour 
wash,rag rolling,interiors and exterior  

 

Quality tradesman est 1985  
Prompt and hassle free quotes  

Tel 01434 674682  
55 sidgate newbrough  

Hexham ne47 5ae  

Tindall should be a single point. A true case of 
Greyside 2 Frankham 0. 
When he isn‘t filling teeth, cycling up hills or 
running up and down mountains Paul Myers takes 
photographs. His photographic skills took the eye of 
the judge whom awarded him the trophy for the best 
exhibit in the Photography Section. 
A rather esoteric award went to Allerwash. Guy 
Hall‘s hefty cucurbit won the  Marrow Shield where 
its unblemished skin, girth and length caught the 
judges‘ eyes. 
The entries in the Children‘s classes overflowed into 
the entrance lobby and demonstrated what an artistic 
bunch we have coming through the school. The 
judges were taken especially by the Nursery class‘s 
entries for ‗Me on a paper plate‘ but judged Jake 
Perrie‘s Picture of a Castle to be the best exhibit in 
the Children‘s section. Years 3 & 4 had been set the 
task of designing this year‘s community Christmas 
card. Abigayle Bridges may not have received a 
trophy but her entry will be seen by hundreds of 
people over the holiday period. 
The only prize is a Bero Book in the class for the 
greatest baking disaster. It is difficult to imagine 
anyone in the villages less in need of such a book but 
Ella White had obviously had an unfortunate 
experience with her sandwich cake. That even Ella 
doesn‘t always succeed should give heart to all the 
tyros in the kitchen. 
That‘s it for another year. All who entered are due 
congratulations. It  is only through their efforts that 
the rest of us can have such an enjoyable day out. 
Dust down  your egg whisks, look out the seed 
catalogue and get crafty for next year‘s show. 
 

Get the Babies and Tots Rocking 
 

Did you know that there is Music and Movement in 
the Trinity Methodist Church Hall in Hexham on 
Friday mornings? Musical, fun and educational 
classes for children aged 18 months - 4 years. £21 
for 6 weeks. For more information or to book your 
free taster session please ring Julie on 01434 607490 
or e-mail musicmove09@yaoo.co.uk 
 

Newbrough Town Hall Committee 
 
Report from Meeting held 12th September 2011 
 

Music Night – Saturday 10th September 
Well attended and a very successful evening. 
Village BBQ – Sunday 11th September 
Well attended and a very successful afternoon 
Bingo and Pie & Peas supper 
Planned for October/November – details to follow 
Panto  :  Goblins Christmas Party 
Will be coming to the Town Hall on Saturday 17th  

December. 
Christmas Fair 
Planned for Saturday 3rd December. 
200+ Club 
If you‘re not a member and would like to be, please 
contact Ella White. 
Reminders  :  Hiring the Hall and the Bar 
(i) Any one wishing to use the bar facility for any 

event must do so through the Town Hall 
Committee.  

(ii) All portable electrical equipment in the Town 
Hall must be PAT tested, therefore any 
Users bringing in their own equipment 
must provide evidence of this. 

 
Please contact Helen Crooks (674315) if you would 
like to know more or to book the Town Hall. 
 

Friends of Newbrough First School 
(PTA) 

Treasurer's Report 2010/2011 
 
Despite the current economic climate, there has 
been some very successful fundraising during the 
year 2010/2011.  In summary at the year end, our 
bank balance closed at £1,581 with Friends 
contributing £3,595 to the school throughout the 
year 
Expenditure 
The bulk of spending has paid for coaches and 
music tuition.  We paid for all school trips 
throughout  the whole of the academic year which 
came to a total of £1,245.   The music tuition has 
included  keyboard subsidies and has provided  
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Neil Denham 
 

wedding photographer 
 

Quality images that capture the spontaneity and fun of the day 
 

www.denhamweddings.co.uk 
 

t.01434 221 179   m.07975560973  

 

Enrique Azocar 
 

FRAMING 
 

Low Park, Newbrough 

Tel: 01434 674728 

ukulele lessons all year for Y3/4.  There are some 
remaining lessons which have been carried over to 
benefit the new Y3/Y4s.   
We have continued to pay for drinking water in all 
classes (£311). 
Friends of Newbrough First School have also 
provided funds for the achievement awards and 
trophy engraving required for the leavers' service. 
Income 
As usual, the major fund-raiser was the summer fair 
and raffle which raised just over £1,300.  This was 
lower than previous years but taking into account 
poor weather, this was a substantial achievement. 
Throughout the year, many smaller events have 
been held.  A new event was introduced in the 
wheelbarrow race – this was great fun and brought 
out the competitive element in the Dads!  An 
amazing success, which brought in an income of 
£612. 
In the Autumn term, we did a Waitrose bag pack 
which raised £350. 
EasyFundRaising has continued to tick alongside 
with a donation of £100 – a reasonable amount with 
no marketing! 
Bags2Schools only shows £60 within the annual 
accounts but £410 was in fact raised over the year.  
A cheque for £350 is due to arrive any day for our 
June bags. 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed over the 
year in whatever way.  It is important we continue 
to raise these funds to help the school enrich the 
experiences of our children. 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

October 
8th Tea Dance Town Hall 
13th WI Meeting 
15th Children‘s Church 4pm in Chapel 
20th School Autumn Disco 6 - 8pm 
30th Highlights Theatre - Circus Berzercus  - Town 
Hall 4pm 
November 
2ndNewbrough Parish Council 
7th Warden Parish Council 
10th WI Meeting 
19th Children‘s Church 4pm in Chapel 
December 
2nd Highlights Theatre - The Hut People -Town 
Hall 7.30pm 
3rd Christmas Fair - Town Hall 
8th WI Meeting 
15th & 16th  School production of The Wizard of 
Oz 
17th Children‘s Church 4pm in Chapel 
17th Panto: Goblins‘ Christmas Party 

20th Festive Fun Session at Newbrough First School 
 

News for Dog Owners 
 
The ―experts‖ have decided that dog dirt no longer 
counts as hazardous waste which has to be collected 
separately. 
Therefore it is now permissible to put it in any litter 
bin or your home general waste dustbin.  This is 
clearly much easier for all concerned, as well as 
saving the Council a lot of money in having to empty 
the dog bins separately.  Good news all round. 
Whilst writing on the subject of waste we have been 
asked to point out that nappies should not be put in 
the recycling bin.   
 
Report from meeting of Newbrough 
Parish Council held on 7th September 
2011 
 
The meeting started off with a presentation.  Louise 
Stobbart, Community Safety Officer, provided a 
little background to her role, working within Public 
Protection in the Community and Environmental 
Health Reactive Rural Team.  Her role is to support 
the reduction of anti social behaviour, neighbour 
disputes etc by working with a range of agencies to 
tackle such issues.  Predominantly the role is within 
the private sector in relation to private landlords and 
owner occupiers but would support RSLs and other 
housing organisations in their efforts to address such 
issues by providing in formation  and 
support.  Tynedale Policing Teams to identify 
solutions and progress actions.  The role is both 
strategic and operational and she will also be looking 
at preventative measures such as diversional 
activities/schemes for children and young people by 
identifying funding/agencies who can provide such 
activities and also supporting campaigns to raise 
awareness such as traffic and parking issues.  She 
stressed that all information given to her organisation 
will be held in the strictest of confidence. The 
County Council have arranged meetings with parish 
councils throughout the county.  At each meeting, an 
officer, an area manager, the local county councillor 
as well as an executive member have been present.   
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Some of the main issues discussed included the 
information that all litter bins can now take well-
wrapped dog faeces.   Cllr Robson raised the point 
that snow clearing and gritting was only carried out 
on the B6319 and the C234 roads.  Cllr Styring was 
to take this up with Highways and ask if they would 
grit further west along the Stanegate to cover the 
school and the bus route. 
Cllrs Newson and Knights are to form a feasibility 
group with a brief to review the Parish Plan.  They 
will also consider (a) visitors/tourists, (b) general 
environment and (c) access to local information. 
It was reported that a number of children and a 
Warden councillor have been stung by wasps in 
Crow Wood.   
The Clerk has received notification from NCC that 
decision notices on planning applications will no 
longer be sent out to statutory consultees.  Cllr 
Heslop has discussed this with the Clerk and Cllr 
Bradbury (Executive member NCC) and it is 
possible that this may be reconsidered.  This practice 
was unique to Tynedale and it was proposed to end 
it to be in line with the rest of the county. 
Resignation 
Cllr Harold Forster announced that he wished to 
retire at the end of the meeting.  He informed the 
Council that both with his business and his home 
he is making changes and by moving to Hexham he 
will be out of the Newbrough/Warden catchment 
area.  He was happy that he was leaving a very 
strong and active council and wished everyone well 
for the future. 
Cllr Heslop paid tribute to Cllr Forster reminding 
everyone of the commitment he has made over 
twenty-five years in local government.  He has 
served the community not only as a parish 
councillor but also as a district councillor indeed he 
was Tynedale Council‘s Leader in its final very 
difficult year. 
NB 
Because of the resignation of Harold Forster there is 
a vacancy for a Councillor.  Any resident who is 
interested please contact the Clerk Robert 
Macfarlane at 2 New Houses, Chollerford, NE46 
4ER or E-mail clerk@live.co.uk 

 
Harold Forster 

 
We are sorry to see that Harold Forster has stepped 
down from his role on Newbrough Parish Council.   
Harold was a member of the Council for more years 
than we care to remember.  Since he was also a 
member of the former Tynedale Council and 
ultimately its leader, he provided a valuable link for 
our community.   
He has served Newbrough well and will be missed. 
We wish you a happy retirement Harold.  

Report from meeting of Warden Parish Council 
held on 5th September 2011 

 
Cllr Michael Kendrew took the chair.  Unfortunately 
some councillors were unable to attend because of  
family illness and/or farming duties.  However the 
meeting did have a quorum.  Also two members of 
the public were present. 
Iain Hedley,  Community Officer  for 
Northumberland National Park Authority started the 
meeting by introducing himself and described the 
Park‘s aim to increase the awareness of NNPA and 
its engagement with the wider community in action 
areas. 
His Presentation was part of a consultation process 
on Neighbourhood Plans.  He outlined the Localism 
Bill and that of the Open Public Services Bill and 
provided details of the Vanguard pilot schemes, now 
referred to as Front Runners.  
The Council received complaints about the road-side 
fencing along the Mossey Bank up from the railway 
crossing is unsightly and could be a possible danger 
to pedestrians and traffic.  Clerk was asked to 
contact Network Rail again.   
The picnic area around the Ellen Wheel and the 
Millennium Beacon area is being well used and the 
Clerk was asked to order a litter bin to be placed 
there. 
The Jubilee Seat at St Aidan‘s Church has been 
removed for painting and maintenance purposes.  
However the PCC want it removed from the end of 
the church, so the Council are looking for a new site. 
The road surface at Broadway and the entrance to St 
Aidan‘s new estate is breaking up.  The road 
sweeper seems to be making it worse. Clerk to 
contact NCC Highways. 
The Clerk has received notification from NCC that 
decision notices on planning applications will no 
longer be sent out to all statutory consultees.  Cllr 
Heslop has discussed this with the Clerk and Cllr 
Bradbury (Executive member NCC) and requested 
that this may be reconsidered.  This practice was 
unique to Tynedale and it was proposed to end it to 
be in line with the rest of the county. 
 

Nature Notes   
  
A dry spring and a wet summer proved to be the 
ideal combination for a good growing year and in 
September garden and hedgerow alike bore 
heavy crops of plump fruit. Swallows shrugged off 
the rain and the first Park Shield brood of 
five fledged on June the 17th with a second taking to 
the air on the 5th of August, while it was well into 
September before a late brood flew the nest at Park 
Shield Farm. By then with horse chestnuts glowing 
with autumn oranges and reds many swallows had  

mailto:clerk@live.co.uk
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And declares that Luke died in Greece, unmarried, at 
the age of eighty four ―full of the Holy Spirit.‖ Luke 
―the beloved physician‖ is the patron saint of doctors 
also of artists. He  was not only great artist in words, 
but is said to have been a painter, although the 
existing pictures of the Virgin Mary which he is said 
to have painted are all works of a much later period. 
His symbol in art is a winged ox, a reference to his 
Gospel, which emphasises the sacrificial aspects of 
Christ‘s life.  
St Luke‘s day is 18th October. Quite often, about that 
time, we get ―St Luke‘s little summer‖ (otherwise 
known as St Martin‘s summer, All Saints‘ summer 
or Indian Summer) This is a short spell of warm 
summery weather, which sometimes can last thirty 
days. Let‘s see what this year brings! 
 

ALL SOULS’ DAY SERVICE  
 
This year, All Souls Day, 2nd November, falls mid-
week. The service for both our parishes when we  

LUKE - PATRON SAINT OF ARTISTS, 

PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS -  

OCTOBER SAINT. 
 

Luke was a Gentile, a Greek, perhaps born in 
Antioch, and, according to Paul, a physician. He is 
credited as being the author of third Gospel and of 
the Acts of the Apostles, and is the only Gospel 
writer who was not a Jew. According to what we 
glean from Acts, Luke joined Paul on his journeys in 
about 50AD and travelled with him to Macedonia 
and to Philippi. Luke stayed in Philippi, while Paul 
journeyed on alone, but they met up again when Paul 
returned through Macedonia. They travelled together 
to Jerusalem where Paul was arrested. Luke stayed 
with Paul throughout his two years of captivity, was 
shipwrecked with him on the coast of Malta, and 
never left him during his captivity in Rome. 
We know nothing of Luke‘s later life and death, 
although a writer of about the late second century ,  

already left on their long migration south, the 
last sighting to date being a single adult seen at Park 
Shield Farm on the 21st. 
It was not, however, a good year for butterflies 
although migrating red admirals which are 
usually not to be seen here until summer is 
well under way arrived early this year courtesy of 
the exceptionally warm spring. The first was noted 
at Park Shield on the 19th of May but only the odd 
one or two of this year's generation were feeding on 
sedum in mid-September while a main source of 
nectar provided by buddleia was denied them with 
the killing off of many mature "butterfly bushes" by 
the Arctic-like conditions of last December. These 
had a  disastrous affect on hibernating peacocks 
few of which lived to emerge in the spring and no 
individuals from summer laid eggs were seen 
about in August or September by the writer.  
Even the hardier and commonly seen whites were 
not an everyday sight although chocolate brown 
ringlets which normally emerge as adults in later 
July fared better with many to be seen flitting along 
the banks of the South Tyne before the end of 
June. And there was a highlight in an otherwise 
disappointing butterfly summer with the appearance 
on the 22nd of August of a pretty speckled wood 
venturing outside its usual range.  

A Favourite Recipe from Pine Flat Place 
 

This was a favourite recipe of one of my  great-aunts 
it is for an economical fruit cake which is really easy 
to make. My aunt and uncle lived in Over Peover 
near Knutsford and  it was heaven on earth. 
 
 

Rosa Kate Groves’ Wartime Cake 
Ingredients 
1 Cup (that will have been a proper tea cup not a 
mug) of cold tea (builder‘s preferably) 
1 cup of sugar 
2 cups of dried mixed fruit 
¼ cup of margarine 
2 cups of plain flour 
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 
Method 
Put the tea, sugar, fruit and margarine into a pan and 
boil for 3 minutes. Stand until cold. Mix in the flour 
and bicarbonate of soda. Place in a greased cake tin 
and cook in a slow oven for 2 hours. I‘d say 150°C 
(300°F) Gas Mark 2/3. Do not open the oven door 
during this time. Cake is cooked when a skewer 
inserted into the middle of the cake comes out clean. 
Leave to cool. Nice with a big slice of butter on it no 
doubt. 



The Stanegate Magazine (79) October 2011 
 

Page 16 

Printed by Haltwhistle Methodist Church Printing Production Team 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 
If you have any doubts about times or places of services please see the church notice boards or  contact  the 
VICAR.  (01434 600268)  
2nd October 8.30 am St John Lee  10 am St Peter, Newbrough Parish Eucharist CW All age service. 
9th October 8.30 am St Michael, Warden Holy Communion. 10 am St John Lee 
16th October 8.30 St John Lee 10 am St Michael, Warden Harvest Festival 10 am 
23rd October 8.30 am St Peter, Newbrough Holy Communion. 10 am St John Lee 
30th October 8.30 am St Aidan Said Holy Communion 
 
Whilst these times and venues are correct at the time of going to press, would-be worshippers are advised to 
check against the times published on a week to week basis in the leaflets available in church 

FOURSTONES WITH WARDEN 
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
Services at 10-30 a.m. 
Chapel preachers for September 
2nd October      Reader 
9th October  Joyce Short 
16th October  Ian Warburton 
23rd October Rev Marian Olsen Holy Communion 
30th October  Bob Mcalpin 
EVERYONE MOST WELCOME 

From the Registers 
 

Wedding: Jesus said “As the Father has loved me, so 
I have loved you: remain in my love.” 
 
Iain KENDREW and Sally Elizabeth McLOUGHLIN 
were married by Rev’d Jeremy Thompson at St 
Peter’s, Newbrough on 20th August 2011. 
 
Funeral: If we have been united with Christ through 
baptism into death, we will certainly also be united 
with Him in His resurrection. 
 
Mary TINNISWOOD was cremated at West Road 
crematorium on 24th August 2011 after a service at 
St Peter’s, Newbrough. 
We offer our condolences to her family and friends 
and hold them in our prayers. 

commemorate the faithful departed will take place 
on the evening of All Souls‘ Day - Wednesday 2nd 
November at St John Lee at 7pm. If you would 
like us to remember by name at that service anyone 
who has died, whether recently or not, please give 
the name(s) to Carol Emmerson (01434 600346) 
who will be compiling the list. 

 
HARVEST THANKSGIVING & 

 HARVEST FESTIVITIES IN BOTH  
PARISHES. 

 
Services of thanksgiving for Harvest will take place 
at St John Lee on 9th October at 10am and at St 
Michael’s Warden on 16th October at 10am.  
St John Lee Harvest Supper will be in the Church 
Hall on 10th October from 7pm 
Warden & Newbrough Hog Roast in Newbrough 
Town Hall on the evening of 15th October.  
Tickets for the Hog Roast will be available from 
Fourstones Garage as usual. 
Further information about St John Lee Harvest 
Supper will be available from Pam Lawler. 
 
Father Leo Writes 
 
―If you do not speak to the wicked man, I will hold 
you responsible for his death.‖  (Ezek. 3.9)  So 
where does this word leave us?  Responsible for one 
another; that is where this word leaves us.  
Responsible for one another. 
And if this word is a commandment and it is, we 
must recognise with St. Paul that ―love is the answer 
to every one of the commandments‖, (Rom.3.10) 
even this one.  It is, after all, love that holds the 
whole creation together.  Love alone can bind 
humanity in one. 
But here we are living in a culture of division.  
Government by opposition!  We even try to govern 
our country by opposition.  Done it for centuries, or 
tried to. And we encourage all other nations to do 
the same.  We support the ‗them and us‘ culture. 
Even in the family of the Church we witness the 
great divide between left and right, conservative and 
liberal.  What we need in the life of the Church is 
sanctity, saints who know how to love and who can 
tell us, ―You have part of the truth and you have part 
of the truth.  Now put the Latin and the lace together 
with the vernacular and the plain.  Put it all together 
in and by the unity of the Spirit.‖  Otherwise, the 
world will never hear the gospel.  Otherwise the 
world will never hear the good news, ever.  A 
divided witness is no witness, except to division.  
Hence the imperative, for example, of ecumenism 
and Christian unity. 
It is only the mind which sees the unity of life and  

love that can save the world.  It is the mind of   
Christ.  So when Jesus faces up to his responsibility 
for his fellow man, how does he react?  To 
Zacchaeus, for example, Jesus says, ―Come down, I 
must eat at your house today.‖  How did Jesus react 
to Matthew?  ―Follow me‖, he says.  How did Jesus 
react to the pagans like the Centurion?  ―Nowhere in 
Israel have I found faith like this.‖  And to the Syro-
Phoenician woman, Jesus says, ―Woman, you have 
great faith.  Let your wish be granted.‖  Affirmation, 
affirmation, affirmation is always Jesus‘ response. 
The whole purpose of our speaking out is not to 
punish but to reconcile – certainly not to justify our 
own aggression and arrogance but to bring healing 
to the sinner. 
Until we enter the deep presence that is God we will 
continue to bind and loose on our terms, not God‘s.  
And we will only make matters worse.  We are 
invited to listen to the sound of silence in prayer and 
then we will know how to respond to one another in 
truth and love.  There is no other way. 

Rev. Leo Pyle 


