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Editorial 
 
What a difference a year makes!  With 
our team leader on his jolly holidays, 
the remaining members of the          
Editorial team have been deliberating 
and cogitating as to the theme for the 
editorial this month and we cast our 
eyes back to September 2010.  
 
Unsurprisingly more of the same – so 
much going on in the village but a     
degree of apathy sadly leading to the 
potential demise of some of our well     
established institutions (the Village    
Society, Badminton Group and Whist 
to name a few) and ongoing incidents 
of crime, vandalism and antisocial         
behaviour.  Such a shame as this can 
lead to undoing all the hard work     
others put in. 
 
The message this month must be –  
your village needs you! The letter from 
Beryl Turner (page 7) speaks volumes.  
If we have new neighbours let‘s       
welcome them to our village and let 
them know what goes on in our com-
munity.  If you are new to the village 
and would like to join any of the activi-
ties on offer in the Town Hall or else-
where, or start up any new ones, con-
tact details are given in the article on 
page 3. 
 
And there‘s plenty going on in         
September after the summer recess.  
Badminton kicks off (or should that be 
shuttles off) on Tuesday 6th, the Parish 
Council meetings (5th and 7th) always 
welcome members of the public, there 
is a Music Night at the Town Hall on 
Saturday 10th, and the annual village 
BBQ and Parish Produce Show on    
11th and 17th respectively.  So much to 
choose from, and further ahead there 
are the theatre events at the Town Hall. 
There must be something to whet      
appetites?   We hope to see you there! 

 Janice Baylis, Jo Grey,  
Pat Johnston & Rob Tindall  

 
The deadline for the October issue 
is Tuesday 20th September 
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Advertising 
Commercial yearly advertising rates. 

Single page £320, 1/2 page £160, 1/4 page £80, 1/8 page £40, 1/12 page, £27. 
Commercial monthly advertising rates on application; ring 01434 674324 

We wish to foster an active and responsive  advertising policy   
Commercial advertising, offering goods and services for payment will be paid for.   

Private and community advertising will be free.  
Lost and found – free  Swap shop— free 

                  Fourstones Service Station 
         

  Incorporating Stanegate Country Store 
 

  
“PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND FACILITIES” 
 
 

     
    Groceries & General Provisions, Tobacco Products, 
    Off Licence, Chilled Beers & Soft Drinks, Hot & Cold Food,  
    Sandwiches, Frozen Foods, Milk, Bread, Stationery,  

    Postage Stamps, News-

“We really appreciate 

 your continued Support” 
Local shops are a vital part of Village life 

Opening Hours: 
Monday – Friday 7:30am to 7:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am to 7:00pm 
Sunday 8:00am to 6:00pm 
Telephone 01434 674978 

 
Letters 

 
Dear Team, 
 
We‘re doomed I tell you,  we‘re all doomed.  
  
I remember her well - my first girlfriend. 
Jane was in the fourth form at Haydon 
Bridge and I must have been all of sixteen. It 
didn‘t last but at least I was thinking about 
buying a razor with my pocket money. 
Young Tommy next door has a regular       
girl-friend and he‘s only just turned thirteen. 
I see them sneaking away down to the river 
on fine nights holding hands. At least if they 
return when I‘m working at my dahlias he 
has the good grace to look embarrassed. I 
know that in mediaeval times children, at 
least of wealthy families were betrothed at 
birth but I‘m sure my neighbours, Mr & Mrs 
******, aren‘t into that. Where is it all go-
ing to end?  
 
Are we soon to see our first wedding at 
Newbrough Church of England Primary 
School. I had better have a word with the 
Rev. Jeremy to forewarn him. 
         Yours in shock, 
            Adam Neavitt 

A plea to dog owners... 

Recently one of my pet chickens was killed by a 
dog being walked along the private lane next to 
our house, a popular dog walking route.  The dog 
ran off with my hen, refusing to return to its 
owner.  I fully expected the lady to call at my 
door to apologise, but I feel sadly let down that 
she just continued walking and did not return.      
I hope the lady in question recognises that she 
has also let down the vast majority of dog own-
ers who are very responsible.  We are very lucky 
to live in a fantastic place where wildlife,      
children and pets can normally roam safely.   
Unfortunately Northumberland Wildlife Trust 
have recently highlighted the problem of wildlife 
being killed by dogs, so please enjoy the coun-
tryside responsibly and if you cannot control 
your dog please keep it on the lead. 

Sandra Neeve, Frankham 

OLD SAYINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
September blows soft 
Till the fruits are in the loft. 
 
St Matthew shuts up the bees (St Matthew‘s day 
is 21st September) 

 
Thank you for your responses to ‗why I chose to live here‘.  Two are printed on page 7.               
There will be more next month. 
Editorial team 
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HAYDON BRIDGE PLAYGROUP & TINY TOTS 
 

TODDLERS  

From Birth upward  

Toddler sessions run on Thursday mornings, 
from 9:15-11:15 am at Haydon Bridge Fire  

Station. Cost: £1.50 per family includes  
tea/coffee/juice/snack  

PLAYGROUP  

From 2 years onwards  

Playgroup runs on Monday and Friday morn-
ings from 9:15 to 11:15 am. A qualified play-

group leader plus assistants run the playgroup. 
Cost: £5.50 per session.  

 

For further information contact: Jenna Kirkup on 
01434 688 238 or call into one of the sessions. 

 

Enrique Azocar 
 

FRAMING 
 

Low Park, Newbrough 

Tel: 01434 674728 

- 

Neil Pattison Dairyman 
Tel: 683905 
 
 

Are you fed up with  
running out of milk? 
Why not have your milk  
delivered to your door by me? 
Areas covered; Haydon Bridge,  
Newbrough, Fourstones, Humshaugh 

Rossie’s Gravestone 
 
Thank you very much for the kind words, they 
are greatly appreciated. 
 
I am Dorothy Du Cane‘s grand-daughter and 
visited Rossie's gravestone today (with my 
dog) to give it a bit of a clean on its              
centenary, and heard about the article in The 
Stanegate. 
 
You are right to guess that it was my grand-
mother's favourite walk with her dog, and I 
too like to visit to walk my dog. 
 
Jennie (Du Cane) 

Calendar of Events 
 
September 
5th  Warden Parish Council 
6th Badminton restarts 7.30 pm in the Town 
Hall 
7th Newbrough Parish Council 
8th W.I. Meeting 
10th  Music Night 
11th Village BBQ—Town Hall 
17th Parish Produce Show – Town Hall  
17th Children‘s Church 4pm in Chapel 
30th  Macmillan Coffee Morning—10am in 
Fourstones Chapel 
 
October 
13th WI Meeting 
15th Children‘s Church 4pm in Chapel 
30th  Circus Berzercus  4pm in  Town Hall 
 
November 
7th  Warden Parish Council 
9th  Newbrough Parish Council 
10th WI Meeting 

 
Anyone Out There? 
 
One of our foundations seems to be losing a bit 
of weight recently and they`d like to get it 
back! 
 
Newbrough Town Hall is home to many user 
groups in our community such as WI, Bowls, 
Scottish Dancing, Crafts and Zumba. Unfortu-
nately a few other user groups have had to call 
time on their activities and this means that the 
Town Hall is able to offer time and space to 
anyone who has a group looking for a home. 
 
If you`re thinking of starting up a session or 
have a gang of people and an interest that 
needs to put down some roots then contact 
Helen Crooks on 674315 and have a chat about 
what the Town Hall has to offer. 

 
 
 

PATRICIA J ARNOLD & CO LTD 
Chartered Accountants 

For a personal service to individuals, families,  

trusts and small businesses 

We will make your business our business 
 

  Black House 
  Dipton Mill Road 
  Hexham 
  Northumberland        Tel:  01434 606624 
  NE46 1RZ                         
 

Email : patricia@pjarnold.co.uk 
www.pjarnold.co.uk 
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Malcolm Hull (Jed) 
 

Your Local Beekeeper 
For Local Honey 

(Comb, Extracted or Heather depending on season) 

Sold out for this season 
 

01434 674627 

Neil Denham 
 

wedding photographer 
 

Quality images that capture the spontaneity and fun of the day 
 

www.denhamweddings.co.uk 
 

t.01434 221 179   m.07975560973  

        ANTHONY WRIGHT 

        PROFESSIONAL TILING &  

      PLASTERING CONTRACTOR 
       

All Types Of Tiles Fitted To Walls & Floors 
Ceramic, Limestone, Slate, Travertine, Porcelain 

Internal Re-Skims, External Rendering 
Bathrooms, Kitchens & Conservatories 

References/Portfolio of Previous Work Available 
NVQ Levels 2 & 3 Qualified 

All Work Guaranteed & Fully Insured 
 

9 Kern Green, Stonehaugh, Hexham, NE48 3DZ 
Tel: 01434 230042  Mobile 07803038875 

Email: antwright66@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 
Frankham Fell Boarding Kennels 
 

Frankham Fell Farm 
 

Fourstones 
 

Hexham 
 

NE47 5DZ 
 

Tel: 01434 674243 
 

www.frankhamfellkennels.co.uk 

LOGS 4 WOODBURNERS 
 

WELL SEASONED BARN DRIED 

LOGS 
 

Available All Year Round 
 

01434 230050 / 07791 468347 
 

For more information go to: 

www.warkforestlandscapes.co.uk 
 

Explore county’s hidden heritage for free 
 
Residents of Northumberland will be given a 
rare opportunity to see some of the county‘s 
hidden architectural  treasures when the 
doors to many of its most historic buildings 
are opened to the public, free of charge. 
 
The event which is taking place between     8 
– 11 September  is part  of  Heritage Open 
Days    - an  initiative    aimed at celebrating 
the county‘s heritage, history and culture 
 
A full programme of events has been  
planned around  Northumberland  and a   
wide  range of  buildings of all ages, styles 
and functions will be opening for the week-
end. 
 
There are also a number of guided walks and 
special activities taking place for all the fam-
ily to enjoy. 
 
Full details of Heritage Open Days in        
Northumberland can be found on  
www.northumberland.gov.uk/hods. 
 
A leaflet outlining the  programme of events  
is also available from libraries,  tourist infor-
mation   centres  and leisure centres  across 
the county.  

There are some great local places opening their doors 
including Dilston Physic Garden and The Castle on 
Devil`s Water.  

If you head towards Haltwhistle the Friends Meeting 
House in Coanwood will be welcoming visitors as 
will Featherstone Castle and Prisoner of War Camp. 

Allendale Railway Station will be open and in     
Hexham itself the Moot Hall and Forum Cinema will 
be allowing entry. 

Bellingham Heritage Centre is included in the event 
and you can take part in a tour of the Otterburn    
Bastles or take in a viewing of Holy Trinity Church 
in Redesdale. 

Further afield you can view Eco Houses in           
Alnwick and Berwick also has a number of places 
taking part. All well worth a view – why not take a 
look and see for yourself? 

Skip`s Grave 
For those who walk their dogs through Crow Wood 
there is also another memorial to a much loved pet 
that may escape your notice unless you look into the 
undergrowth a bit closer. Just after the weir and    
before the crossing to Allerwash there is a small  
memorial stone to Skip. The inscription reads    
―SKIP  1981-1991 A GOOD FRIEND‖. 
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IAIN KENDREW 

JOINERY 

Specialising in all internal and  

external joinery, general building 

and maintenance  

 

Fully time-served 

Over 20 years experience 

07825304033  or  01434 674729 

 
POLTROSS ENTERPRISES 

 

Wild Bird Food & Pet Supplies 
 

¶ Quality wild bird foods and accessories 
¶ Foods & accessories for all kinds of pets 
¶ Dogs & Cats                       Horses 
¶ Poultry                                Small animals 
 

Free Delivery 
 

Unit 8d West End Industrial Estate 
Haltwhistle NE49 9HA 

 
Tel/fax 01434 321111 www.feedthebirds.co.uk 

J .  P .  W E S T A L L  L t d  

All types of 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

ENGINEERING 

WATER HOUSE, BURN LANE, 

HEXHAM 

Telephones:  

Hexham 684296 & 602740  

SUNDAYS COUNTRY AND TOWN A 
HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 
(More memories written down in 1977/78 by 
the late James Smith after his retirement to 
Acomb) 
When we stayed on the farm, we went to 
church at Lowick, about four miles away. We 
wore our Sunday Best and travelled   either in 
the buggy or the spring cart. Button holes - usu-
ally from the yellow tea rose in Aunt‘s   garden 
were a necessity for us all. The ride in the tubby 
or buggy was a highlight, because this was 
pulled by Queenie , a ―blood‖ pony whose sole 
work was in the tubby‘s shafts. Queenie was as 
wild as could be when         harnessed and 
yoked, bucking,  rearing and whinnying before 
starting off like a shot from a gun. It needed 
Uncle Ned to control her. The gig, or spring 
cart, was pulled by Bobby at a much more se-
date pace and almost anyone could drive him. 
  
On Sunday afternoons, Aunt conducted a      
Sunday school in the parlour for the ten or so 
children in the hamlet. Her daughter ―Dix‖ 
played the  hymns on the American organ. Sun-
days at home in Newcastle, brought Church 
Parade for us and for most families. We were 
marched off in good time for      Morning ser-
vice at Arthur‘s Hill Presbyterian Church, very 
self conscious in our Sunday Best, and accom-
panied by Father and his  walking stick. At 
church,  worshippers were welcomed by one of 
the  elders or managers on duty, who shook 
hands and gave a hymn book to any who 
needed one, and then showed them to a pew - 
unless they already had a rented pew . (Pew 
rents were two shillings and sixpence a year.)  

Congregations at Morning and Evening Services 
were large, possibly 300 or more. The collections, 
too, were large considering that the congregation 
consisted mainly of working class people, with 
men‘s wages below thirty shillings a week. 
  
The men did not look entirely comfortable in their 
sober Sunday clothes - dark suit, often with a short 
tail coat, starched collars and cuffs, 
―dickies‖ ( starched shirt fronts worn over the 
usual shirt) and nearly all with a walking stick in 
hand. The more well-to-do men often wore fancy 
waistcoats, with the requisite gold chain and 
watch, and wore silk hats. 

The ladies sailed down the aisles of the church, 
with rustlings of petticoats and swishings of their 
long skirts on the floor. Their hats were huge, 
often up to three feet in diameter, and with     
wonderful decorations drawn from many sources 
of nature. There always seemed to be a plentiful 
supply of furs, and in cold weather  the girls, as 
well as their mothers wore muffs.  

Just before the service, the organist took his place 
at the console, and played a voluntary until the 
entrance of the choir. The organ was in front of 
and below the pulpit which had stairs leading to it 
on each side, and the organ pipes were above the 
pulpit. The choir sat at right angles to the pulpit, 
altos and bass on its left, sopranos and tenors to 
its right. The Communion table and chair for the 
Minister stood between the choir seats.  



The Stanegate Magazine (78) September 2011 

 

Page 6 

 

 

Rod Henderson  
Painter & Decorator  

All aspects covered ie. Paperhanging,colour 
wash,rag rolling,interiors and exterior  

 

Quality tradesman est 1985  
Prompt and hassle free quotes  

Tel 01434 674682  
55 sidgate newbrough  

Hexham ne47 5ae  

EcoCabs  
 

4, 8 & 16  Seat Vehicles  
 

Airport Transfers, Wedding Vehicles  
 

Courier Services, Corporate Contracts  
 

School Contracts  
 

01434 600600  
Online Booking  

www.600600.co.uk  

Immediately before the service, the choir sang 
an introit, and then the Caretaker or his     
deputy brought in the Pulpit Bible which be 
placed on the pulpit reading desk, and then he 
summoned the Minister from the vestry. 
 
After the service, knots of people met in  
Prospect Place for a Sunday ―crack‖. I used to 
hang around Father and his friends, some of 
whom, like him, came from the Scottish    
borders. Nearly all of them, like Father, took 
snuff - and there was an elaborate snuff box 
ritual, involving the opening of the snuff box, 
offering it to a friend and taking the pinch of 
snuff. 
 
Regular ―snuffers‖ never sneezed, and I    
cannot recall knowing a snuffer who ever 
caught a cold. Certainly Father never had a 
cold until after he gave up snuff! 
 
Sunday afternoons were taken up with Sun-
day School - there must have been about 200 
children attending the Sunday School proper 
and with about 50 in the Primary department. 
Boys and girls were taught separately in 
classes of about ten, taught largely by young 
men and women of the congregation. The 
Young Men‘s Bible Class also met on Sunday 
afternoons, conducting the service          
themselves. Many of these young men later 
served in the 14-18 War from which a high 
proportion did not return.  

(For those who cannot remember pounds,       
shillings and pence - a working man’s wage 
of thirty  shillings a week would be £1.50. 
Two and sixpence (or half a crown) would be 
12 ½ pence. My father was not exaggerating 
the size of the ladies’ hats. My mother’s aunt 
was married about this time. Her wedding hat 
was so large that it was delivered by rail, and 
when wearing it she could only go through 
“normal” doorways sideways. )  

Birthstone Trivia  :  September 
 
The Sapphire is the traditional birthstone for 
those born in the month of September and some 
of the properties with which the sapphire is asso-
ciated are truth, sincerity and constancy. 
 
The stone was strongly favoured as a popular 
gem in jewellery and the traditional colour       
associated with the sapphire is deep blue.  The 
meaning of colours through the ages represented 
many aspects of life and social, religious, biblical 
and Christian symbolism were all reflected in the 
colour blue.  The symbolic meaning of this colour 
has a Biblical meaning, symbolizing heavenly 
grace. 
 
Sapphires can be found in a variety of colours, 
not just different shades of blue, and these include 
yellow, pink and white.  Sapphires with colours 
other than blue are generally referred to as 
‗fancy‘ sapphires.  The distinctive blue of the   
sapphire is due to minute amounts of oxide of 
iron and titanium in the stone. 
 
The word sapphire is derived from the Greek 
word ‗sappheiros‘ which means ‗precious stone‘.  
The sapphire is a blue transparent variety of    
corundum, highly prized as a gem. Crystal     
structure of the sapphire is hexagonal. 
 
The sapphire is one of the four precious gem-
stones.  The other three are diamonds, rubies and 
emeralds. 
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Your Local Laundry 
Open To 

Domestic and 

Commercial Customers 
 

Wash, Dry, Press/Iron 

Dry Cleaning, Full Sports Kits 

Services availlable 
Open Monday to Thursday 8am ð 6pm 

Friday 8am ð 7pm, Saturday 8am ð 4pm 

Delivery Service Available 

12 St. Lukeõs Road, Hexham 

Phone: 01434 603310 

Mobile:07553349557 

www.yourlocallaundry.co.uk 

Why I chose to live here 
 
Fifteen years ago I decided to leave the          
hustle and    bustle of  Newcastle and seek a   
cottage in Northumberland.  My childhood was 
spent in North Wales where my late  father was a 
clergyman so I was looking for a village whereby 
I could become involved in Church and Commu-
nity activities.  I found the ideal cottage at  
Frankham and was very much looking forward to 
a happy retirement.  
  
Shortly after  my arrival I had a visit from Mrs 
Lavinia Ord who welcomed me with a bunch of 
flowers, a copy of the Church Magazine together 
with a booklet  containing names and telephone 
numbers of local tradespeople etc which was 
most  useful.  On my first Sunday I attended 
Church and was welcomed by the late Rev 
Gledhill and later in the week Mrs Gledhill    
visited me with an invitation to a Coffee      
Morning at the Vicarage which I accepted.   
  
When the Rev and Mrs Gledhill retired to The 
Borders things seemed to change. 
  
May I therefore suggest from my experience  
living here for the past 15 years as a  Himalayan 
Balsam that should a stranger   attend a Church 
service or an event in the Village Hall, greet 
them and seek their name and address as they 
could have a lot to offer  the community, given 
the chance. 
 
Take a leaf out of Mrs Ord's book as her kind 
gesture left a lasting impression on me and had 
she been alive today things could have been very   
different.  
 
Beryl Turner 
 

Last month the editorial asked the question 
―Why do you live in this village‖? Well the   
answer can be as long as you want it to be:  
Idyllic countryside, fantastic village shop, 
the craic when meeting friends and 
neighbours in The Railway Inn on a Friday 
evening. Easy  cycle distance and/or bus 
links to Hexham. A railway link to the rest 
of the world from     Hexham. The Forum 
Cinema and all the other things that Hexham 
has to offer . The shops of Haydon Bridge 
where you can find one of the best butchers 
in Northumberland.  The list is endless. 
 
Finally there‘s the people what a friendly,    
varied and interesting bunch you all are. One 
of my earliest meetings after moving here 
was Ronnie Short. He was the nicest and 
most    interesting man I have ever met but 
he was just the first encounter with many 
other people that I am now glad to call 
friends. 
 
If I had to choose only one reason it would 
be the South Tyne. There is no greater  
pleasure than sitting in the Railway beer gar-
den, or our front garden, cool beer in hand 
on a quiet summer evening and hearing the 
gentle rush of the river flowing to the sea. 
The question shouldn‘t be why do you live 
here but given the choice why would you 
live anywhere else? 
 
Iain Bennett 

Birth Flower Trivia 
 
The September birth flower is the Aster.   
The name aster is derived from the Greek 
word for star and refers to the shape of the 
flower head.   The meaning of the aster 
flower is love, faith and wisdom and        
symbolises valor. 

200 CLUB 
 
First prize 
 251 Kevin Batey 
 
Second prize 
 119 Andrew Marshall 
 
Third Prize 
 158 Gilbert Ward 
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Brushes 
Painter and Decorator 

Domestic & Commercial 
 

 Telephone: 

   01434 683384 

 

   Mobile: 07957243996 

10, Gilesgate, Hexham 

We stock an extensive range of Car Parts &  
Accessories including Body Panels, Exhausts, 
Batteries, Brakes, Paints, Sumps, Refinishing 

Products, Fuel Tanks and General Spares. 
Open To The Trade & Public 

Tel: 01434 606751 Fax 607605  
www.bmfgroup.co.uk 

Newbrough Town Hall Committee 
Report from Meeting held 8th August 2011 
 
 
Village Society and Badminton 
The Committee is very sorry to read of the     
potential demise of the Village Society and the 
badminton group.  We welcome suggestions as 
to how to attract not only more members to 
these groups, but also more groups to the Town 
Hall. 
 
Village BBQ 
Sunday 11th September, 12 noon.  Tickets on 
sale at Fourstones Garage  -  £6.50 per  person 
to   include all food.  Cash bar available. 
 
200 Club 
If you‘re not a member and would like to be, 
please contact Ella White. 
 
Reminders  :  Hiring the Hall and the Bar 
 
(i) Any one wishing to use the bar facility 

for any event must do so through the 
Town Hall Committee.  

(ii) All portable electrical equipment in the 
Town Hall must be PAT tested, there-
fore any Users bringing in their own 
equipment must provide evidence of 
this. 

 
Please contact Helen Crooks (674315) if you 
would like to know more or to book the Town 
Hall. 

An Evil Cradling by Brian Keenan 
 
Review by Stanegate Readers 
 
This book was written after Brian Keenan‘s     
release from being held captive from 1986 to 
1990 in Lebanon and tells the story of his        
captivity.  He was kidnapped and held by Islamic 
Jihad seeking to put pressure on Western Govern-
ments.  It tells the story of how he coped with that 
four and half years of not knowing what was            
happening to him.  For some of the time he was 
kept alone and he graphically describes how he 
tried to come to terms with his own company for 
24/7 concerned he would lose his mind.  Then he 
was joined by John McCarthy.  Describing how 
he adjusted to then having a companion for 24/7 
and what that meant as they got to each other is 
amazing.  Brian is an incredible writer and      
vividly describes being given an arrange by his  
captures and being unable to eat the fruit but 
wanting to simply look at it, which they could not 
understand.  The book was ‗enjoyed‘ by those 
who had read it and sparked much   discussion. 
 

 

 

 

BABIES,TODDLERS, MUMS AND DADS  

WELCOME 

 

NEWBROUGH TOWN HALL 
 

  Mon: 1.00–3.00 pm   Wed: 9.30 – 11.30 am 

  Cost: £2 per family 

  Contact: Michelle Scott 07909 667028 

 

 

FOR SALE 
 

Two seater sofa 
 Removable & washable covers. 

Aqua green. Very good condition - £50 
Tel : 674318. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_Jihad_Organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_Jihad_Organization
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CORBRIDGE 
COOKSHOP  
Speciality Cookware 

Garden Centre 
DIY & Hardware 

15, Middle Street, Corbridge NE45 5AT 
 

( 01434 632582  01434 633954) 

FOAM 
 

Quality upholstery grades ð cut to size  
 

SOFA CUSHION & MATTRESS SOLUTIONS  
 

Revitalise your furniture with a choice of foams, 
(REFLEX & memory) foam/fibre, foam/feather & 

feather options for a filling that suits you.  
 

Visit the workshop, Tue -Thu, 0900 -1700 or ar-
range for a free home consultation and delivery 

service.  
 

Upholstery supplies also stocked  
 

Classic Uph. & Foam, West End Ind. Est.,  
Haltwhistle, NE49 9HA  

01434322681, www.classicupholsteryfoam.co.uk  

Caerus Fuel Solutions  
 

Heating Oil, Diesels, Tanks, Fuel Additives 
  

Jackie Younger  

07808 921043  

(01434) 674558  

 

Local, Established, Accountable, Honest 

Favourite Recipes from Pine Flat Place 
This month has been dull and rainy and 
makes you feel in the mood for hearty stews 
and puddings. I am going to give some post 
war recipes from Marguerite Patten who 
worked for The Ministry of Food during the 
Second World War. In her book, Post-War 
Kitchen she sets out her recipes according to 
when these items came off rationing and also 
includes some such as Snoek (Barracuda) 
and Whale meat, which apparently was 
pushed by the government as a substitute for 
beef but it was terribly smelly and a bit 
strong apparently. Dried eggs featured a lot 
but use a fresh one for each one specified.  
 
 
1945 WILTSHIRE MEAT CAKES 
Sausages were not rationed but lacked meat 
and flavour but provided the basis for hearty 
meals and were popular hence lengthy 
queues at the butchers shop. Today‘s         
sausages are meatier and better quality in 
general and make a cheap and filling dinner 
for the family. 
 
Ingredients 
2 Large tomatoes skinned and chopped 
8oz Minced Beef 
8oz Sausage meat 
½ tsp Paprika 
1 oz soft breadcrumbs 
1 tbsp chopped parsley 
1 egg 
Salt & pepper 
1oz dripping or fat for frying 
 

Method  
 
Mix the tomatoes with all of the other ingredients. 
Form into 8 small round fairly flat cakes. Heat the 
dripping or fat in a large frying pan. Cook the 
cakes rapidly for 2 minutes on each side then 
lower the heat and cook steadily for 11 minutes. 
Serve with creamed potatoes and a green         
vegetable or serve cold with a yummy salad. 

GYPSY TART 
There are several versions of this tart and it was 
very popular. This version is the one made when 
rationing was still in force in 1945.  Evaporated 
Milk was highly prized so drinking it in the dead 
of night straight from the can was frowned upon, 
lots! 
 
Ingredients 
 
For the shortcrust pastry 
6oz (175g) plain flour 
Pinch of salt 
3 oz (85g) fat/lard/ 
Water to bind 

For the filling 
1 oz (25g) butter or margarine 
2 oz (50g) Demerara sugar 
1 level tbsp golden syrup 
1 egg 
¼ pint (150ml) evaporated milk 
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Restaurant & Bar  
Good food, wines, real ales  

Meals: 12.00 ï9.00pm (Sun 8.00pm)  

Bar Open: 11.00am to 11.00pm  

(Sunday: 12noon to 10.30pm)  

01434 602233  
sales@theboatsideinn.com  

Warden, Hexham, Northumberland NE46 4SQ  

www.theboatsideinn.com  

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING  
SERVICE 
For a competitive quotation 
please contact 
MACDONALD 
EAST LAND ENDS 
HAYDON BRIDGE 
01434-684491 
or 
07801308006 

Method 
For the pastry, sift the flour and salt into a 
bowl, rub in the fat and add sufficient water 
to make a dough with a  firm rolling consis-
tency (alternately use ready made and ready 
rolled shortcrust if you prefer), Roll out and 
use to line a greased 8 inch (20cm) flan tin 
or ring on a n upturned baking tray. 
 
Preheat the oven to 200°C (400°F), Gas 
Mark 6 and bake the pastry blind. (Used 
dried beans and peas or those little ceramic 
balls ON a bed of baking parchment or 
greaseproof paper) for 15 minutes. Take the 
pastry shell out of the oven and lower the 
temperature to 160°C (325°F) Gas Mark 3 

While the pastry is being blind baked,      
prepare the filling. Cream the butter or    
margarine with the sugar and syrup. Beat 
the egg and add to the creamed mixture then 
slowly stir in the evaporated milk. Spoon 
into the part baked pastry case, return to the 
oven and bake for a further 20-25 minutes 
or until the filling is firm. Serve cold. 

A SEPTEMBER SAINT 

 
Matthew, son of Alphaeus, is also called Levi in 
the Gospels of Mark and Luke. He was a tax     
collector at Capernaum when Jesus called him 
from ―the seat of custom‖ to be an apostle. Tax 
collectors, working for the Roman government, 
and usually doing their best to make a bit for them-
selves ―on the side‖ were following one of the least 
honourable professions of the time. Jesus‘ answer 
to the scribes and Pharisees who were shocked at 
his    association with Matthew was ―It is mercy 
that wins favour with me, not sacrifice. I have 
come to call sinners, not the just.‖ (Matt 9.13) 
From early times it has been thought that Matthew 
wrote the First Gospel, but we have no real       
evidence for this, and we have no real information 
about his life after Jesus‘  ascension. Tradition has 
it that he proclaimed Christianity to his fellow 
Jews, but that later he went to the Gentiles and was 
eventually martyred in Ethiopia, in Persia or else-
where, but again no reliance can be placed on these 
traditions. 
 
Matthew‘s feast day is 21st September. His symbol 
in art is of a winged man, because his gospel 
teaches us about the human nature of Christ. His 
emblem as an apostle, is of three silver moneybags 
on a red shield. Matthew is the patron saint of     
accountants, bankers, book-keepers, stock brokers 
and, yes, tax collectors.    

COFFEE MORNING 
Friday 30th September 
Be part of the WORLDS BIGGEST        
C O F F E E  M O R N I N G  f o r                    
MACMILLAN CANCER. Fourstones 
Chapel is hosting this event. 10-12noon. 
EVERYONE WELCOME 
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D.J. Forster Building Services 
Stonemason / General Builder 

 
New Build Extensions 
Alterations Restoration 

Garden Walls Patios  
Roof Repairs Building Maintenance 

 
All work carried out to a high standard.  

Previous work can be viewed on request. 
Contact: 01434 674503 or 07879637633 

 

M B Trotter  
 

Plastering & Building Services  
 

All building work undertaken  
 

5, Broadway, Fourstones  
NE47 5DU  

 

Tel: 01434 674714  
Mobile: 07823773734  

 

DODDS of HEXHAM 
Complete Funeral 
and Cremation Service 
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
 
A. J. DODD 
41, HENCOTES, HEXHAM 
Tel: Hexham 603362 

Holistic Therapies 
 

Aches and pains or stressed? 

*Aromatherapy   *Pamper Parties 

*Reflexology  *Gift Vouchers 

*Swedish massage   
 

Fully qualified and insured.  
 

Local therapy room available or brought to 

you in the comfort of your own home  
 

For details contact Margaret or Glynis on 

01434 674296 or 07920401128 

 
General cloud during the next couple of days dis-
solved and a clear sky on the 14th brought a 
monthly minimum of 4.5C (40.1F) at Park 
Shield before the temperature climbed to 24.0C 
(75.2F) in the early afternoon. Another warm sunny 
day with a maximum of 22.6C (72.7F) followed 
before cloud gathered in the evening to bring over-
night showers and then the heaviest sustained rain 
of the month as it fell continuously throughout Sat-
urday the16th when thunder rumbled in the late 
afternoon. Together with more rain overnight Park 
Shield amassed a July twenty-four hour maximum 
of 50.5mm (c.2") up to seven-thirty the next morn-
ing. Frequent showers from the 18th to the 20th 
added another 40 mm + so that this rainy period 
accounted for three-quarters of the Park 
Shield July rainfall total of 125.3mm (c.4.9").   
  
But as earlier in the month despite cloud and 
rains there was still general warmth   and although 
the dull 20th saw the month's lowest daily maxi-
mum of 15.9C (60.9F) both the 17th and 19th regis-
tered highs of over 21C as did a sunny 24th.   The 
c los ing da ys  of  Ju ly wer e l i f t ed 
with the third brief hotter spell of the month and 
although cloud was often about variable sunny in-
tervals occurred in one part or another of each day. 
The warmest of these days at Park Shield was the 
28th with a maximum of 23.1C (73.6F) although in 
keeping with the curate's egg nature of July's 
weather as a whole a bright sunny morning was 
followed by a grey and dank afternoon. The month 
closed over the last weekend in July and like the 
first weekend dry sunny days and daily maximums 
above 22C (71.6) provided one of the few opportu-
nities to light a mid-summer barbecue.     

July Weatherwatch 
  
July's weather proved to be like the curate's 
egg - a case of being good and bad in 
parts. For the fifth year in a row rainfall was 
higher than average and there were   many 
cool nights, but there were also suffi-
cient warm summer days to ensure that 
while all regions of the country experienced a 
cooler than average July in our district it was 
actually a fraction warmer than average.  
  The month opened in encouraging fashion 
with a fine spell bringing barbecue weather 
over the weekend of the 2nd and 3rd 
when Park Shield recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 22.7C (72.9F) on the Satur-
day and a July maximum of 24.3C (75.7F) on 
a very sunny Sunday. Daily highs remained 
within a degree or so Celsius of this in the 
next two days and although during the 
week conditions became increasingly cloudy 
and occasional showers fell temperatures held 
up well. The Saturday following saw some 
heavy bursts of early afternoon rain before a 
brief respite coincided with the Walwick 
Grange gardens' open day on Sunday the 10th 
which was favoured with fair-weather cumu-
lus clouds, sunny periods and a pleasant 21C 
(c.70F).  
 After early bright sunshine the next day more 
showers fell and although there were patches 
of blue just to the east the sky blackened over 
Newbrough towards three o'clock and rain 
began falling in torrents. The weather sta-
tion at High Stonecroft recorded 
23.1mm or almost an inch of rain in the 
hour up to three-thirty while Fourstones es-
caped the worst of this downpour and at Park 
Shield   less than a millimetre fell during this 
time.  
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Richard Charlton  

Joinery 
 

Time Served Joiner 
 

First and Second fix joinery 
 

Contact: 
 

Day: 07786557937 

Evening: 01434 674815 

D.V.H. Taxi  
 

Local Taxi Service  
 

Tel. 07554430059  
 

Distance no Object  
24-Hour Airport Service  

Courier Service Available 

 

Riverside Cottage Pest Solutions 
 

Rodents, rabbits and avian pests controlled. 
 

Free estimates available . 
 

Fully insured and based locally in Warden. 
 

Call Chris on- 

01434 602745 

Or 

07547464737 

July Weatherwatch Factfile. 
Temperature. Park Shield mean monthly mini-
mum : c.9.4C (48.9F). Mean monthly maxi-
mum : c.20.5C (68.9F). Monthly mean : 
c.14.95C (58.9F) and c.0.3C above aver-
age. High Stonecroft minimum : 3.1C (37.6F) 
early on the 14th. Maximum : 24.5C
(76.1F)  on the 4th. East & North East England 
monthly mean : 14.5C (58.1F) and 0.7C below 
the 1971-2000 average. UK monthly mini-
mum : minus 0.8C (30.6F) at Kinbrace 
(Highland) early on the 10th. Monthly maxi-
mum : 27.3C (81.1F) at Gravesend (Kent) on 
the 5th. 
 
Rainfall and Sunshine. Park Shield July aver-
age : c.80mm (c.3.1"). One hour maximum : 
7.9mm (0.3") to 18.30 on the 19th. High Stone-
croft total : 137.1mm (c.5.4"). 24 hour maxi-
mum : 41.0mm (c.1.6"). East & North East 
England : 131 and 99% of the 1971-2000 aver-
age respectively. Lookback : On August the 
31st 2009 26.2 mm (c.1") of rain fell in the 
hour to 20.00 at Park Shield, with 19.8mm of 
this cascading down in a ten minute cloudburst. 
  
Winds. July was a month with very little wind. 
Light southerly breezes blew on the 4th, 7th, 
8th and 28th but otherwise they were exclu-
sively northerly. Park Shield maximum gust : 
34.1mph on the 14th. Average daily maximum 
gust : 14 mph. High Stonecroft maximum 
gust : 42.7mph on the 23rd.  

QUIET DAY ENDED WITH A BANG! 
 
Fifteen people drawn from both our parishes     
gathered at Alnmouth Friary for our Quiet Day. 
Heavy rain had fallen, which was disappointing for 
those who had hoped to be able to wander the gar-
dens or go on the beach in the free time. Canon 
Christopher Lewis had brought three of his      
carvings - the first inspired by words of a poem by 
the Welsh poet-priest R.S.Thomas, the second, an 
owl, and the third an abstract.   We were invited to 
give our responses to each carving, then Canon 
Lewis described how each in turn came into being, 
mentioning the responses of others to the carving, 
and then we heard the music which he felt went 
with each work. We were invited to meditate in 
silence. 
 
After our first session, we joined the Brothers and 
other guests at mid-day prayers and the Eucharist. 
Then, after a picnic lunch, a brief moment of    
sunshine tempted one or two to venture outdoors. 
  
The rain began again while we contemplated the 
owl - a carving which some found menacing (as 
others have done apparently), but when we       
gathered again for the third carving our Quiet Day 
was shattered by a tremendous thunderstorm - all 
lights except the emergency supply went out and 
this meant, unfortunately, that we had to miss the    
music which should have accompanied this        
session.  Somehow, the Brothers were able to rus-
tle up tea, coffee and biscuits for us to speed us on 
our way home. We are grateful to them for their             
hospitality, and to Canon Lewis leading this day of 
meditation. Put 30th October in your diary 

 
A show called Funny Business by a duo called 
Circus Berzercus is coming to Newbrough 
Town Hall at 4.00 pm on 30th October. 
 
This promises to be the funniest show at the 
hall since our Pantomime (and we know they 
won‘t be able to compete with that!).  They are 
a seriously funny, award winning,          tradi-
tional double act and have been likened to 
Morecambe and Wise with circus skills.  The 
show contains music, juggling, unicycling, 
magic and loads of laughs.  Ideal for the young 
at heart.   
Tickets will be on sale in early October.  
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J & J CUNNINGHAM 
Approved Coal Merchants 

8 Hextol Terrace, 

Hexham NE46 2DF 

Tel: Hexham 603056 

or 603154 

Theatre Royal Newcastle 
 

Hello – my name is Pauline Wallis, I work for the Theatre Royal Newcastle. I am based at my home 
in Haydon Bridge and I am here to bring you news from the theatre and to make booking for you and 
your friends, for your favourite shows as easy as possible. There are great discounts and benefits 
available for groups of 10 or more. 
 
The Theatre Royal has been ‗dark‘ since March to enable a huge restoration to take place. It is   being 
restored to its former 1901 glory which is when it was redesigned by the great Theatre  Architect 
Frank Matcham, following a devastating fire. It‘ll be 1901 in style with 2011 comfort! 
 
We also have a fabulous new restaurant called Pasqualinos, run by Geordie-Italians Aldo, Christina 
and Joseph De Giorgi. A pre-theatre meal deal is just £12.50 for 2 courses [£10 for Friends of the 
Theatre]. 
 
A fantastic season of shows has been announced and opening the newly restored theatre on           
September 12th is the ‘The Madness of George III’. There‘s a special offer for the first two nights 
[12th and 13th September]. You can have £5 off your seats in the Stalls or Grand Circle, if there are 10 
or more of you, but be quick because they‘re going fast!  
 
Other highlights for 2011 are – 
 
The Sound of Music with Connie Fisher, 20th September-8th October. 
 
End of the Rainbow starring Tracie Bennett as Judy Garland, 10th-15th October 
 
Rhinestone Mondays with an all star cast- Life, Love and Line Dancing, 17th-22nd October 
 
Star Quality is Noel Coward‘s deliciously funny, final play starring Amanda Donohoe, 24th-29th   
October 
 
Opera North are here from 8th-12th November with Ruddigore, Madama Butterfly and The Queen of 
Spades 
 
The Nutcracker - Northern Ballet brings to life everyone‘s favourite Christmas story, 15th-19th     
November. 
 
SLEEPING BEAUTY the Pantomime of your Dreams- it’s Panto time from 29th November – 
21st January. 
 
That‘s just a taste of what‘s on in 2011, and 2012 is even more jam packed. If you haven‘t got a new 
brochure then please contact me and I‘ll send you one. To make sure you get future editions, why 
don‘t you join our mailing list, I can organise that for you too. 
 
I hope you enjoy reading about the Theatre Royal. There is so much more I can tell you but I‘ll save 
it for next time.  
 
Contact me: tel 01434 684061 email pauline.wallis@theatreroyal.co.uk 
Select your own seat and book online www.theatreroyal.co.uk 

mailto:pauline.wallis@theatreroyal.co.uk
http://www.theatreroyal.co.uk
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FOURSTONES  METHODIST CHURCH 

 

MONDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 2011 

AT  7-30pm 

 THE PRUDHOE GLEEMEN 

 

IN CONCERT 

Conductor MICHAEL SUMMERS 

Accompanist ALISON WILLIAMS 

Chaired by REV. PETER WRIGHT 

 

TICKETS £5.00    Including light refreshments 

 

Available from 

Doreen Dodd        (01434) 674200 

Margaret Bogie    (01434) 674207 

FOURSTONES WITH WARDEN 

METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Services at 10.30am 

Chapel preachers for September 
 

4th  Brenda Mearns 

11th  Harvest Thanksgiving   Joyce Short 

11th  United Service at Prudhoe  6 p.m. 

18th  Rev. Colin Danby   Communion 

25th  Rev.Marian Olsen 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 

If you have any doubts about times or places of   
services please see the church notice boards or   

contact  the VICAR.  (01434 600268)  
 
 
Whilst these times and venues are correct at the 
time of going to press, would-be worshippers are 
advised to check against the times published on a 
week to week basis in the leaflets available in 
church 

CHURCH PAGES  

 WHO‘S WHO  

Church of England  Methodist  Roman Catholic 

Vicar  Minister Parish Priest 

Rev Jeremy Thompson  Rev Marian Olsen Fr. Leo Pyle 

The Rectory 

St. John Lee, 

Hexham 

 Westfield 

Westfield Terrace 

Hexham 

St.John‘s Presbytery 

North Road 

Haydon Bridge 

Tel 600268  Tel 603761 Tel 684265 

  E mail - 

MarianLOlsen@aol.com 

 



The Stanegate Magazine (78) September 2011 

 

Page 15 

 

 

OBITUARY 

 

Reverend Canon James William Gledhill – 1927 – 2011 

 
When asked to pay this tribute, I hesitated, not that I did not want to do it, but I questioned my   
ability to do justice to a remarkable man, who in many ways was larger than life. 
 
The many people who have spoken about him had their memories of him, and inevitably they 
ended up with a smile on that person‘s face. 
 
Initially I knew him as Vicar of Warden with Newbrough, but over the years he became a very   
supportive friend to me and my late mother. 
 
It was with this in view I felt that those who came to know him over the years as our Vicar should 
know more about his life prior to coming to our  Parish.  I sought family agreement, and they    
supplied me with the background detail. 
 
Jim, as he became known to the Parish, was born in Sheffield in 1927, son of Ernest and Ruth 
Gledhill who at that time kept a fish and chip shop, and his granny had a sweet shop.  He attended 
his local primary and grammar school from 1932 to 1941.  On leaving school at the age of 14 to 
earn his keep, he was offered a job in the accountancy office of Sheffield Town Hall. 
 
He took part in Anglican Church life, first as a choir boy, later in youth and Christian drama 
groups.  He commenced his National Service during the summer of 1945 in the Fleet Air arm of the 
Royal Navy near Edinburgh.  During this time he prepared himself for University, working at the 
same time as a night porter and station announcer.  At Durham University he studied Philosophy 
and General Arts, winning scholarships to the Sorbonne in Paris and Fribourg University in      
Switzerland.  Between 1949 and 1956 he prepared himself for ordination at Westcott House,    
Cambridge.  During this period he took a break to dig irrigation tunnels in Greece for the World 
Council of Churches, and taught in a Sheffield school. 
 
He was ordained in 1956 and served as a curate in Mexborough.  It had been the Bishop of       
Sheffield‘s intention to involve him in the Industrial Mission.  Instead he married Barbel in 1959 in 
Germany and stayed there for a year whilst serving as honorary chaplain to the RAF in Schleswig 
and the Royal Navy HQ in Kiel on the Baltic Sea. 
 
In 1961 he joined Canon Paulin in Stocksfield, Northumberland, in the Parish of Bywell St Peter‘s 
to serve his second curacy with his now young family. 
 
 
 

 

 

From the registers 
 
 
Baptisms: In baptism you have been raised with Christ through your faith with the power of God. 
 
Oliver Charles SCANDLE was baptised by Revd Jeremy Thompson at St Michael and All Angels, 
Warden on 7th August 2011. 
 
 
Funerals: If we have been united with Christ through baptism into death, we will certainly also be 
united with Him in His resurrection. 
 
Canon James William GLEDHILL was buried in the churchyard at St Michael and All Angels, 
Warden on 3rd August 2011 after a service in the parish church. 
 
We offer our condolences to his family and friends and hold them in our prayers. 
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On the retirement of the late Canon H B Richardson the Parochial Church Council of Warden and 
Newbrough sought a younger family man as his replacement.  The Bishop of Newcastle offered Jim, 
and so his ministry in 1965 with the Parish of Warden with Newbrough began. 
 
Whilst the rural setting of the Vicarage must have been seen for a young couple with a family as very 
attractive, it was far from idyllic.  Problems with heating, water and electricity; at that time it needed 
modernisation to bring them into the 20th century. 
 
Jim transported himself around the Parish on his bike, and was frequently seen in the three villages 
going about his pastoral and other duties.  It was with great reluctance he was eventually persuaded 
to give up his bike for a car. 
 
Administration was never his forte.  He much preferred to be doing something practical rather than 
filling in forms and completing returns.  Supported by his wife Barbel he was keen to develop the 
Sunday Schools and Youth Club that they inherited, with many a lively evening being spent at the 
Vicarage. 
 
He took tremendous interest and supported all aspects of village life from the Town Hall to the 
Cricket Club.  His pride and joy was the school and, with his Headmasters, laid the foundations for 
what we see today.  Fundraising in his time was, as it is now, very important.  How can we forget 
those wonderful Summer Fetes on the Vicarage lawn, or the Christmas Bazaars in the Town Hall, the 
Garden Parties at High Warden, Newbrough Hall, Newbrough Park and Newbrough Lodge?  Also 
the Garden Walkabouts through all three villages. 
 
In his ministry he did not seek to judge people.  When problems arose, it was his policy to listen and 
come to a compromise.  Many people over the years will have received sound practical advice from 
him. 
 
He had a great liking for food and nothing pleased him more than to join a family for a meal,         
especially if a sherry was being offered! 
 
Jim sought to help those who were disadvantaged in life, hence the Vicarage door never being 
locked, it always being open for people who required a meal, a bed or just to talk.  He brought into 
being ‗Stopgap‘ as it was then, in Hexham, for the homeless people of the area.  Each Good Friday 
he would spend the day with the inmates of Durham Prison. 
   
As well as serving as Rural Dean for Hexham Deanery he was appointed Canon of Newcastle       
Cathedral. 
 
On his retirement in 1998 he moved with Barbel to Jedburgh, and after the Vicarage, had to      
downsize!  Many will remember his study and the floor to ceiling bookshelves.  His vast portfolio of 
pictures, which when space ran out adorned the toilets.  Life of course would be different, but he still 
continued, from time to time, returning to the area.  They both welcomed people who visited and 
were keen to learn about the goings on in the villages.  Quite clearly the local poetry group he       
belonged to in Jedburgh benefitted from his contributions. 
 
On a glorious August summer‘s day Jim made his final journey from Jedburg to Warden, the hearse 
pausing briefly outside the Vicarage he loved, before his body was received into the church.  St     
Michael‘s was packed with a cross section of people who came to pay tribute in a wonderful service 
of remembrance and thanksgiving for his life. 
 
Piers, his youngest son, in his moving and at times humorous eulogy, reminded us that against all 
odds his father was ordained and that their family had been delighted when he chose to remain in 
Warden rather than take any offers of promotion.  As a Parish, we too, should be thankful he stayed. 
 
Barbel supported and encouraged her husband throughout his ministry and played a vital role in our 
community.  Both she and Jim can be proud of their children and what they have achieved in their 
careers.  Both love their grandchildren. 
 
Jim you now rest in the spot you chose, 
―May you rest in peace, and rise in glory‖ 
 
IB 


