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Editorial 
 
As this is being written the sun is shining 
on the roses still blooming in the garden.  
However, by the time you receive it the 
clocks will have fallen back, and the dark 
evenings of winter will be upon us.  So 
you have every excuse to curl up in front 
of the fire and have a good read. 
When you do you will note that there are a 
number of articles which refer to the 
positive activities of some of the younger 
people in our villages.  We are glad to 
support and encourage them and hope that 
they will be making valuable contributions 
to the future of our community. 
The last three summers have been pretty 
miserable and two were followed by cold 
winters.  Will we have a third?  Even if we 
do the gardeners among us can look 
forward to spring by planting bulbs and 
planning for next year.  Let’s be optimistic 
and plan for some scorching summer days 
next year.  Surely we must be due some. 
The rest of us can look at all the activities 
that are going on locally and put them in 
our diaries to get out and have a good time 
as well as supporting those who put them 
on. 
As always we welcome comments or 
contributions about what we have 
published or otherwise about local events 
or history.  So please get your pens (or 
computers) out and give it a whirl.   
Please note that the next edition is a 
special double issue covering Christmas 
and the New Year.  After that you won’t 
have your favourite reading material until 
the beginning of February.  Therefore if 
you want our readers to know about 
something that is happening before then 
please let us know by 15th November. 
 

Janice Baylis, Jo Grey,  
Pat Johnston & Rob Tindall 

  
Send material to RobMTin@aol.com 
The deadline for the December/January 
issue is Tuesday 15th November 
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Advertising 
Commercial yearly advertising rates. 

Single page £320, 1/2 page £160, 1/4 page £80, 1/8 page £40, 1/12 page, £27. 
Commercial monthly advertising rates on application; ring 01434 674324 

We wish to foster an active and responsive  advertising policy   
Commercial advertising, offering goods and services for payment will be paid for.   

Private and community advertising will be free.  
Lost and found – free  Swap shop— free 

 

Riverside Cottage Pest Solutions 
 

Rodents, rabbits and avian pests controlled. 
 

Free estimates available . 
 

Fully insured and based locally in Warden. 
 

Call Chris on- 

01434 602745 

Or 

07547464737 

Letters 
Dear Team, 
 Everyone knows that I never complain about my 
mental or physical shortcomings but recent events 
cause me to break the habit of a lifetime. I have been 
sorely troubled by the wind during the last few 
weeks. I have been going to bed after a snifter of my 
local publican’s recommendation, to help me sleep. 
But it’s been no good - the terrible malady has been 
with me all night and ‘she who must be obeyed’ 
won’t let me close the window. It has been a little 
better during the day when an energetic spell of 
gardening has given some relief by taking my mind 
off the situation as I hauled up the remnants of this 
year’s crop of peas and beans. No-one can see an 
end to it. Even young Nick, who knows about these 
things says that now the autumn is here we can 
expect more spells of deep depressions with 
accompanying gales. I think I’ll emigrate. 

    Adam Neavitt 
 

Senior Citizens day out 
 
This year we intended to go to Sunderland and 
Durham, but then decided to just go to Durham. We 
stayed in Durham for about four hours and then 
travelled up Weardale to Stanhope and home for 
about six pm. After the high winds of Monday and 
Tuesday we were doubtful about the weather but 
once again it was a beautiful day, we were very 
lucky. 
We were down on numbers this year, possibly 
because it was later in the year and I will try to do 
better next year. 
Once again we would like to thank the Bensons trust 
for making our day out possible. 
Thank you very much 

GBS 

Some Proverbs from the Sage  
of Home Farm 

 
Don’t Change horses until they stop running. 
A miss is as good as a Mr. 
No news is impossible 

Caerus Fuel Solutions 
 

Heating Oil, Diesels, Tanks, Fuel Additives 
  

Jackie Younger  

07808 921043  

(01434) 674558  

 

Local, Established, Accountable, Honest 

STANEGATE READERS BOOK 
REVIEW 

 
The 19th Wife by David Ebershoff 

 
Our book for this month tells  2 parallel stories, one 
set in the present day, the other spans the C19, 
running through both is the powerful influence of 
the Mormon or Church of the Latter day Saints. 
We learn how the religion was founded, how 
polygamy was first introduced and then became a 
fundamental part of that religion (I always 
wondered how they sold that one!!) 
In the 1800’s we meet Ann Eliza Young (a real 
person) and her family.  She was the 19th wife of 
Brigham Young,  Leader and Prophet of the 
Mormon Church,  We learn about her life as a 
multiple wife within the sect,  her struggle to escape 
from her powerful domineering husband and later 
her campaign  to end polygamy in  America. 
The  modern tale is about Jordan, a young man 
expelled from the Mormon sect in Utah, who 
returns several years later when he learns his mother 
is accused of murdering his polygamous father.  
Both story lines deal in depth with the devastating 
effects  of multiple marriage on women and  the 
many children involved,  both today and in the past. 
The book is poignant, sad, funny at times and 
although the writer  stresses it is a novel  it is based 
on  documentation and literature of the time, 
particularly Ann Eliza’s novel  “Wife No 
19” (1875) and “Li fe in  Mormon 
Bondage” (1908).However it  is well known that a 
great deal of Mormon history is shrouded  within 
the cloak of secrecy surrounding all aspects of the 
church.   
Although some of our readers thought the plot was a 
little complicated, most of the group agreed that the 
book  had been  interesting and informative -an 
unsettling insight into a strange world we still know 
very little about and another example of how 
tyranny and oppression can be presented as the 
“right thing to do” in the name of religion. 
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D.J. Forster Building Services 
Stonemason / General Builder 

 
New Build Extensions 

Alterations Restoration 
Garden Walls Patios  

Roof Repairs Building Maintenance 
 

All work carried out to a high standard.  
Previous work can be viewed on request. 

Contact: 01434 674503 or 07879637633 

 
Richard Charlton  

Joinery 
 

Time Served Joiner 
 

First and Second fix joinery 
 

Contact: 
 

Day: 07786557937 

Evening: 01434 674815 
Holistic Therapies 

 

Aches and pains or stressed? 

*Aromatherapy   *Pamper Parties 

*Reflexology  *Gift Vouchers 

*Swedish massage   
 

Fully qualified and insured.  
 

Local therapy room available or brought to 

you in the comfort of your own home  
 

For details contact Margaret or Glynis on 

01434 674296 or 07920401128 

or margaret_k45@hotmail.co.uk 

MEMORIES OF NEWCASTLE – 
GARRISON TOWN.  

 
Pre-1914, Newcastle was a Garrison Town with the 
Fenham Barracks as Head Quarters. The extensive 
Barracks were bounded by Barrack Road on the 
south side, Hunters Road on the west, and the Leazes 
on the east and part of the north side, the remainder 
of the north side being bounded by Spital Tongues 
allotments. The barrack blocks were of two storeys 
and from Barrack Road we could watch the men 
walking along a balcony as they walked to or from 
their barrack room. 
Infantry, generally the Durham Light Infantry or the 
Northumberland Fusiliers occupied the east portion 
nearer the city itself, while the Royal Field 
Artillery’s portion was the west half bounded by 
Hunters Road. On the opposite side of Barrack Road 
was the Soldiers’ Field which was used for Garrison 
sport – football, cricket and athletics. We seemed to 
know when training exercises or gun drills would 
take place on the Top Town Moor about Grandstand 
Road, and we would dash up there from school to 
watch their manoeuvres with their field guns, the 
firing of blank shells, and their practices for 
formation drills and drives for occasions like Tattoos 
and Military Sports. Tent pegging competitions and 
practices were held, the aim being to lift out of the 
ground wooden pegs about 2-3 inches wide and 
about a foot or less above ground while galloping 
“flat out”. 
The dress uniform of the Artillerymen was dark blue, 
their jackets had red facings, brass buttons and 
epaulettes, the trousers had a red stripe down the 
seam, they wore red, blue and yellow webbing belts, 
spurs, white gloves, and a busby. The Durham Light 
Infantry dress uniform had a red tunic, white belt and 
epaulettes, dark green trousers and caps, and white 
gloves. The boots were polished to the standard 
expected of the Guards Regiments. Men of both 
regiments when “walking out” were compelled to 
carry a regimental swagger cane. 
Church Parades took place – to the Garrison Church, 
St Andrew’s Church on Newgate Street, and both 
RFA and DLI were led by their regimental bands. As 
the marching rates of the two regiments differed, the 
parades had to be spaced on the roads.  
On the morning of Sunday, August 4th 1914, Father 
was taking me to Aunt Mary’s at Preston, North 
Shields, and as a special treat we were to travel there 
from New Bridge Street by Tyneside tram. We had 
just walked across Pilgrim Street when a “paper lad” 
ran from Northumberland Street into New Bridge 
Street shouting “Waar edition”. Immediately a Police 
Inspector appeared shouting “Aa’ll gie ye Waar 
Edition when Aaa get ye” and pursued the lad down 
towards the Laing Art Gallery. That was our  

introduction to the Great War.  
When the ’14-’18 War broke out, I went to Barrack 
Road to see off the 2nd Battalion Durham Light 
Infantry on their march to the Central Station prior to 
embarkation for France with the British 
Expeditionary Force.  
Wives and families marched alongside their soldier 
relatives. Sir George Renwick’s memorial in the 
garden of St Thomas’ Church on Barras Bridge has a 
plaque on the front which portrays a scene such as I 
saw that evening in 1914. 
I remember seeing Corporal Drummer Sergeant (the 
father of a school chum who lived quite near to our 
home) playing in the band that night. Corporal 
Drummer Sergeant did not return from France. He 
was one of so many who did not return. 
 

Favourite Recipes from Pine Flat Place 
 
This month we are looking at Cranks Restaurant, 
established in Carnaby Street on 21st June 1961 by 
David Canter and home to the first real Vegetarian 
Restaurant in England; a haven of hand thrown pots, 
terracotta floor tiles and wicker lampshades! It is 
thanks to the £500.00 loan (never repaid) given by 
David’s father Norman that the establishment 
continues to this day. You can buy Cranks bread 
products in Waitrose. I am giving three versions of 
their iconic Homity Pie. The first is the original and 
the one lined with wholemeal pastry which you have 
been able to buy in the Corbridge Larder for some 
years but it may be much more economical to make 
your own with your favourite cheese etc. The second 
is a twist on it and the third is the Nadine Abensur 
version without the pastry but with lots of other 
comforting ingredients. I can guarantee that this will 
be a crowd pleaser and goes with almost anything. 
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                  Fourstones Service Station 
         

  Incorporating Stanegate Country Store 
 

  
“PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND FACILITIES” 
 
 

     
    Groceries & General Provisions, Tobacco Products, 
    Off Licence, Chilled Beers & Soft Drinks, Hot & Cold Food,  
    Sandwiches, Frozen Foods, Milk, Bread, Stationery,  
    Postage Stamps, Newspapers & Magazines, Pies,  
    Savouries, Fuels – Diesel & Unleaded, Car Accessories,  
    Engine Oils, Light Bulbs and much more………. 
 

 
 “We really appreciate 

 your continued Support” 
Local shops are a vital part of Village life 

Opening Hours: 
Monday – Friday 7:30am to 7:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am to 7:00pm 
Sunday 8:00am to 6:00pm 
Telephone 01434 674978 

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING  
SERVICE 
For a competitive quotation 
please contact 
MACDONALD 
EAST LAND ENDS 
HAYDON BRIDGE 
01434-684491 
or 
07801308006 

EcoCabs 
 

4, 8 & 16  Seat Vehicles  
 

Airport Transfers, Wedding Vehicles 
 

Courier Services, Corporate Contracts 
 

School Contracts 
 

01434 600600 
Online Booking 

www.600600.co.uk 

HOMITY PIES 
Ingredients 
For the pastry 
175g wholemeal flour, plus extra for dusting 
Salt 
100g butter, plus extra for greasing 
2 tablespoon iced water 
For the filling 
Potatoes ¾ lb (350 g) 
Onions 1 lb (450 g) 
Oil 3 tbsp (45 ml) 
Butter or margarine 1 oz (25g) 
Parsley, chopped ½ oz (15 g) 
Cheese, grated 4 oz (100 g) 
Garlic cloves, crushed 2 
Milk 1 tbsp (15 ml) 
Salt & pepper to taste 
Method 
Serves 6 
Roll out the pastry and use to line six 4” (10 cm) 
individual tins or foil dishes.  
Boil or steam the potatoes until tender.  
Chop the onions, then sauté in the oil until really 
soft.  
Combine the potatoes and onions, add the butter, 
parsley, 2 oz (50 g) cheese, garlic, milk, and season 
well to taste.  
Cool, and use to fill the pastry cases.  
Sprinkle with the remaining cheese and bake in the 
oven at 220 Deg C (425 Deg F/Mark 7) for 20 
minutes, until golden. 
Alternatively, use to make on 8” (20 cm) flan. Bake 
for 25-30 minutes. 

HOMITY PIES WITH A TWIST 
A modern twist on the classic Cranks recipe - here  

the potatoes are not mashed but sautéed (and left in 
crisp chunks!), the mushrooms are slowly browned 
and the cream and the cheese bubble away 
underneath.  
Ingredients 
Wholemeal pastry recipe (see above) 
600g potatoes, chopped into chunks 
40ml olive oil 
375g onions 
3 garlic cloves, finely chopped 
125g mushrooms, sliced 
A dash of Tamari (optional) 
A dash of Tabasco/chilli sauce (optional) 
100ml double cream 
125g mature Cheddar, grated 
1tbsp chopped parsley 
1 tbsp fresh marjoram leaves 
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper 
Method 
Serves 6 
Preheat the oven to 220c/425f/gas mark 7 
Butter and dust 6 small pastry tins (heart shaped 
look good) with flour 
Roll out the pastry so that it is very thin, line the 
bases, prick with a fork and rest for 10 minutes in 
the fridge. After the second rest, bake for 10 minutes 
in the oven, lining with baking parchment and 
baking beans. 
Meanwhile, make the filling by frying the chopped 
potatoes in 1tbsp olive oil - go at it fairly slowly, so 
the potatoes are almost a little underdone on the 
inside… 
Separately, fry the onion to golden brown in some 
more oil, adding the garlic half way through. 
Add the potatoes to this and fry together under a  
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IAIN KENDREW 

JOINERY 

Specialising in all internal and  

external joinery, general building 

and maintenance  

 

Fully time-served 

Over 20 years experience 

07825304033  or  01434 674729 

 Neil Pattison Dairyman 
Tel: 683905 
 
 

Are you fed up with  
running out of milk? 
Why not have your milk  
delivered to your door by me? 
Areas covered; Haydon Bridge,  
Newbrough, Fourstones, Humshaugh 

 

DODDS of HEXHAM 
Complete Funeral 
and Cremation Service 
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
 
A. J. DODD 
41, HENCOTES, HEXHAM 
Tel: Hexham 603362 

LOGS 4 WOODBURNERS 
 

WELL SEASONED BARN DRIED LOGS 
 

Available All Year Round 
 

01434 230050 / 07791 468347 
 

For more information go to: 

www.warkforestlandscapes.co.uk 
 

steady flame for a few minutes, then transfer to a 
bowl while you fry the mushrooms in the same pan 
in some more oil. They should remain dry so the 
flame should be high this time, to catch the juices 
and seal them in. 
You can add the Tamari or Tabasco now. 
Mix it all together and add the double cream, then 
remove from the heat and add half the cheese. 
Season with salt and pepper, add the fresh herbs and 
allow to cool to a tepid temperature before pouring 
into the cases. 
Scatter the remaining cheese over and bake for 15-
20 minutes in the oven.  

HOMITY PIE (Nadine’s Version) 
Ingredients 
1kg potatoes 
50g butter 
200ml sour cream 
25ml sunflower oil 
1 garlic clove, crushed 
100g petit pois 
100g onion, diced 
75g Cheddar cheese, grated 
salt and pepper to taste 
Method 
Serves 6 
Preheat the oven to 190’C 
 Peel the potatoes and place in cold, salted water, 
bring to the boil and cook for 30 minutes or until the 
potatoes are soft. 
Drain and add the butter, cream, oil, garlic and 
seasoning. 
Mash thoroughly with a potato masher. 
Meanwhile bring a separate pan of salted water to 
the boil and add the petits pois. Blanch for 3-4 
minutes and drain. 
Add the petits pois and onions to the potato mixture, 
mix well and transfer to a buttered, ovenproof dish. 
Finally, top with the grated cheese and bake in the 
oven for 25-30 minutes until golden brown. 

An Alternative History of Northumberland 
 

Since its launch in February this little book by local 
author Bob Murray has been selling steadily (There 
was an order from Norfolk last week!). All proceeds 
go to the Parochial Church Council of Warden with 
Newbrough.  
It was extremely favourably reviewed by the Editor 
of The Northumbrian who began his comments with, 
“Humorous writers seem to be thin on the ground 
these days, so this 62-page book - which offers a very 
amusing different slant on happenings in the county’s 
history - is a rare delight.” It has just gone into its 
fourth reprinting. 
It costs £5 (+ 70p Postage & Packing if required) and 
can be ordered through Rob Tindall (674324) 
Besides Norfolk it has reached New Orleans and 
Melbourne and you might want to consider it as a 
lightweight Christmas present for overseas relatives 
or friends who will be amazed to hear of the 
difficulties Emperor Hadrian had in getting planning 
permission for his Wall. You might even want to read 
it yourself! 
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Frankham Fell Boarding Kennels 
 

Frankham Fell Farm 
 

Fourstones 
 

Hexham 
 

NE47 5DZ 
 

Tel: 01434 674243 
 

www.frankhamfellkennels.co.uk 

 

Enrique Azocar 
 

FRAMING 
 

Low Park, Newbrough 

Tel: 01434 674728 

FOAM 
 

Quality upholstery grades ð cut to size  
 

SOFA CUSHION & MATTRESS SOLUTIONS  
 

Revitalise your furniture with a choice of foams, 
(REFLEX & memory) foam/fibre, foam/feather & 

feather options for a filling that suits you.  
 

Visit the workshop, Tue -Thu, 0900 -1700 or 
arrange for a free home consultation and delivery 

service.  
 

Upholstery supplies also stocked  
 

Classic Uph. & Foam, West End Ind. Est.,  
Haltwhistle, NE49 9HA  

01434322681, www.classicupholsteryfoam.co.uk  

Quality, local Christmas Cards 
 
Perhaps your minds will soon be turning towards 
buying Christmas cards! 
Please have a look at the cards which have been 
created to raise money for the churches in the parish 
of Warden & Newbrough which are available now 
to order.  
There are two images: 
 

THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL from a window 
by C E Kempe in St Michael's, Warden.   (Created 
from a photograph taken by Dave Webster). 
 

'DEEP WINTER' at  St Peter's Newbrough. 
  (From a painting by Peter Orde). 
 

The cards are sold in packs of five and each image is 
available in two card sizes: 
4" x 6" price per pack £2.00 - including envelopes. 
5" x 7" price per pack £2.50 - including envelopes. 
(All five cards in each pack are of the same design). 
Each pack sold will raise £1.00 for the churches in 
our parish.  
The greeting in all cards is:  'Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year'. 
If you prefer, the cards can be left blank for your 
own message; just indicate your preference when 
you place an order. They can be viewed on the 
church website www.sjlwn.org go to ‘What’s On’ 
To order or seek more details contact: 
Mrs  A Brett 
Warden Barns 
Low Warden  
Hexham 
NE46 4SN 
07785 534700  
 
Thank you – and there’s more to Come 
 
Our regular Friday coffee mornings at the Chapel 
have now ended.  
Thank you to everyone who came and supported us, 
especially the charity events. The last coffee 
morning for Macmillan cancer care raised £102.90p, 
a wonderful total, so thank you to all who came and 
donated. 
Our next main event is Children in Need, coffee and 
tea served in the chapel, 10---12 on Friday, 
November 18th. Everyone most welcome to come  
and support this charity. 
On the following day, Saturday, 19th, the chapel is 
having a sale of books, records, cd.s videos dvd s 
and cassettes, from 10--2pm. Soup will be served at 
lunch time and money raised will be for the Air  
Ambulance. So, come to the Friday coffee morning 
with donations of records, books cd s etc. to sell on 
the Saturday. 
 

The 200+ Club winners for October  
1st 260 John Sowerby 
2nd 215 Mary Putnam 
3rd 155 Peter Bogie 
 

A Load of Old Shuttles 
 

The first Tuesday in September marked the return of 
the Badminton Club to Newbrough Town Hall. 
Unlike the previous year, this summer has been a 
time for rest and recuperation from all of the 
niggling injuries which had been garnered over the 
season. Many members are professional forward 
planners, making sure they trot out the usual pre- 

season excuses for poor play, such as old age 
and bad backs. You can hear echoes of "the dog ate 
my homework" chiming through the ages from more 
youthful days. A number of new members have 
joined, who have added greatly to the club and are all 
most welcome, not least because they lower the 
average age (and raise the average IQ!). Despite this, 
a combination of holidays, illness and laziness [as 
if!] resulted in a turnout of only 4 one week. 
Coffee had to be cancelled (which turned out to be a 
blessing in disguise, as some bright spark had 
decided to put the kettle away with the cable inside) 
and after an hour and a half of intense play, a quartet 
of exhausted players dragged themselves 
home, musing over one of the best badminton nights 
ever, though unsure they'd want it every week. 
Perhaps there is a balance to be struck between 
quality and quantity.       
  

Birthstone Trivia  :  November 
 
The Topaz is the traditional birthstone for those 
born in the month of November and some of  
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        ANTHONY WRIGHT 

        PROFESSIONAL TILING &  

      PLASTERING CONTRACTOR 
       

All Types Of Tiles Fitted To Walls & Floors 
Ceramic, Limestone, Slate, Travertine, Porcelain 

Internal Re-Skims, External Rendering 
Bathrooms, Kitchens & Conservatories 

References/Portfolio of Previous Work Available 
NVQ Levels 2 & 3 Qualified 

All Work Guaranteed & Fully Insured 
 

9 Kern Green, Stonehaugh, Hexham, NE48 3DZ 
Tel: 01434 230042  Mobile 07803038875 

Email: antwright66@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Your Local Laundry 
Open To 

Domestic and 

Commercial Customers 
 

Wash, Dry, Press/Iron 

Dry Cleaning, Full Sports Kits 

Services available 
Open Monday to Thursday 8am ð 6pm 

Friday 8am ð 7pm, Saturday 8am ð 4pm 

Delivery Service Available 

12 St. Lukeõs Road, Hexham 

Phone: 01434 603310 

Mobile:07553349557 

www.yourlocallaundry.co.uk 

the properties with which the topaz is associated are constancy, 
loyalty, faithfulness and friendship. 
The topaz is commonly colourless, but also light to medium blue, 
violet, yellow, pink, peach, gold, green, red and brown.  Topaz with 
orange-red and pink colours are rare and most valuable. 
The word topaz is derived from Topazos, a small island in the Red 
Sea where the Romans obtained a stone which they called by this 
name.  A mineral occurring in rhombic prisms, generally yellowish 
and pellucid, also colourless and of greenish, bluish or brownish 
shades, it sometimes occurs massive and opaque.  The crystal 
structure of the topaz is orthorhombic. 
 

Birth Flower Trivia 
The November birth flower is the Chrysanthemum.  The flower has 
been cultivated for the last 2,000 years and the name is derived 
from the Greek words ‘chrysos’ meaning gold and ‘anthos’ 
meaning flower.  
 

Newbrough Town Hall Committee 
Report from Meeting held 10th October 2011 

Notice Boards 
An additional notice board for the Christmas Fair on 3rd December 
to be placed at the western end of the village. 
200+ Club 
If you’re not a member and would like to be, please contact Ella 
White. 
Reminders  :  Hiring the Hall and the Bar 
(i) A booking form must always be completed by anyone wishing to 
hire the hall. 
(ii) Anyone wishing to use the bar facility for any event must do so 
through the Town Hall Committee.  
(ii) All portable electrical equipment in the Town Hall must be PAT 
tested, therefore any Users bringing in their own equipment must 
provide evidence of this. 
Please contact Helen Crooks (674315) if you would like to know 
more or to book the Town Hall. 
 

International School Award success for 
Newbrough Church of England First School 

 
Newbrough Cof E First School has been awarded the British 
Council’s prestigious International School Award in recognition of 
its work to bring the world into the classroom. 
The International School Award is a badge of honour for schools 
that do outstanding work in international education, such as through 
links with  partner  schools  overseas.  Fostering an  international 
dimension in the curriculum is at the heart of the British Council’s 
work  with  schools,  so  that  young  people  gain  the  cultural 
understanding and skills they need to live and work as global 
citizens. 
Newbrough School’s international work includes links with a 
school in France.  Modern Foreign Languages Teacher Susan 
Rainford visited France in February, taking video clips of 
Newbrough children singing traditional playground games and 
songs in both French and English.  In collaboration with other 
schools in the West Tyne Church Schools , children performed  

‘Christmas Around the World’ for their Nativity play 
last year and sent and received gifts and letters to 
children in other European countries as part of the 
‘Christmas Tree’ project.  In the Spring term, children 
learnt about life, customs and religious beliefs of 
people in India and spent a day dressing up and role 
playing water carrying among other activities. 
The British Council has just launched a new website – 
British Council Schools Online – as a ‘one stop shop’ 
to help schools find international opportunities, 
including the International School Award. Any school 
can find out how to apply by visiting http://
schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org . 
John Rolfe from the British Council, said: “Many 
congratulations to all the schools across the UK who 
have been successful in gaining the International 
School Award. We’re very grateful to all the schools  

for their excellent commitment to the 
enriching, creative and innovative 
international dimensions of teaching 
and learning. Their inspirational   

http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/
http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/
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Babies,Toddlers, Mums and Dads Welcome 
 
 
 
 

Newbrough Town Hall 
 

  Mon: 1.00–3.00 pm    
  Cost: £2 per family 

  Contact: Michelle Scott 07909 667028 

 

 

 
POLTROSS ENTERPRISES 

 

Wild Bird Food & Pet Supplies 
 

Quality wild bird foods and accessories 
Foods & accessories for all kinds of pets 
Dogs & Cats                       Horses 
Poultry                                Small animals 

 
Free Delivery 

 

Unit 8d West End Industrial Estate 
Haltwhistle NE49 9HA 

 
Tel/fax 01434 321111 www.feedthebirds.co.uk 

J .  P .  W E S T A L L  L t d  

All types of 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

ENGINEERING 

WATER HOUSE, BURN LANE, 

HEXHAM 

Telephones:  

Hexham 684296 & 602740  

work is vital preparation for all our young people, 
helping them to better understand their place in the 
world and supporting the development of their skills 
in an increasingly global economy.”   
On hearing the news that Newbrough First School 
had received the Award, Cath Newson, International 
School Co-ordinator said: “Thanks must go to Susan 
Rainford and Jane Abrams for making our children 
more aware of their place in the global community, 
and for making our community more aware of the 
diversity of languages and faiths around the world”. 
2011 has seen more than 800 schools receive 
International School Award accreditation. This 
includes a wide range of schools from a variety of 
different backgrounds and areas across the UK.    
The Award is now available worldwide in countries 
such as India, Sri Lanka, Egypt, Lebanon, Cyprus 
and Pakistan as part of the British Council’s 
Connecting Classrooms programme. Around 4000 
International School Awards have been presented to 
successful schools in the UK since the scheme began 
in 1999. 
The ISA encourages and supports schools to 
develop: 

An international ethos embedded throughout the 
school 

A majority of pupils within the school impacted 
by and involved in international work 

Collaborative curriculum-based work with a 
number of partner schools    

 Curriculum-based work across a range of 
subjects 

    Year-round international activity 
Involvement of the wider community 

 

The Editorial team express their appreciation of the 
School’s  fine achievement 

Old Sayings for November 
 
Ice in November brings mud in December.  
 
Where the wind is on Martinmas Eve (Martinmas is 
11th November) there it will remain for the rest of the 
winter.  
 

November Skies 
 

Now that we are back on ‘proper time’ (GMT) we 
don’t have to wait until late evening to go out and 
refresh our memories with a spot of stargazing. In 
November and December the circumpolar star 
groups will still be with us - these never set below 
the horizon in our latitude of 55o. The most easily 
identified of these are the Plough (Ursa Major), the 
Little Bear (Ursa Minor) which circles close to the 
celestial N pole, and the “W” shaped Cassiopeia. 
Coming into prominence in the Eastern sky will be 
the splendid Orion, with the three stars of his belt (Al 
Nilam, Al Nitak and Mintaka) angled across the 
celestial equator and his right shoulder marked by 
the Red Giant star Betelgeuse. Below his belt hangs 
his sword with the famous Orion Nebula lying part 
way down it. It is worth sweeping this section using 
a pair of binoculars, though the full beauty of the 
nebula is best revealed by a telescope of 8” to 10” 
aperture, particularly when the sky is really clear and 
dark (if that can be achieved in this era of light 
pollution!). By mid-evening in early November, 
Orion will be rising (and by mid-December should 
be clear of the horizon by this time). Between Orion 
and Cassiopeia we find Taurus (the Bull) which 
contains two fine star clusters - these will repay an 
examination with binoculars. The open cluster (the 
Hyades) contains a bright red giant star, Aldebaran, 
while the more compact cluster of the Pleiades   



The Stanegate Magazine (80) November 2011 

 

Page 9 

Neil Denham 
 

wedding photographer 
 

Quality images that capture the spontaneity and fun of the day 
 

www.denhamweddings.co.uk 
 

t.01434 221 179   m.07975560973  

HAYDON BRIDGE PLAYGROUP & TINY TOTS 
 

TODDLERS  

From Birth upward  

Toddler sessions run on Thursday mornings, 
from 9:15-11:15 am at Haydon Bridge Fire  

Station. Cost: £1.50 per family includes  
tea/coffee/juice/snack  

PLAYGROUP  

From 2 years onwards  

Playgroup runs on Monday and Friday 
mornings from 9:15 to 11:15 am. A qualified 

playgroup leader plus assistants run the 
playgroup. Cost: £5.50 per session.  

 

For further information contact: Jenna Kirkup on 
01434 688238 or call into one of the sessions. 

There are two METEOR showers due during 
November. 1. The Taurids, which last from October 
20th until 30th November, peaking on 5th 
November with about ten per hour at most. They are 
relatively slow moving. The Leonids, occurring from 
15th November to the 20th, peaking on the 17th at 
about 10/hour. These are quite bright and can leave 
big trails behind them. It’s the full Moon on 10th 
November so select your viewing dates accordingly. 

   Happy sky- gazing! 
    Malcolm Rowe 

 
Newbrough WI 

 
The nights are drawing in and Autumn is really with 
us now, but that did not stop the WI ladies turning 
out for our October meeting to hear local hero Mick 
Dowling talk about his cycling experiences. 
As you may know, Mick has a passion for cycling 
and puts this to good use in raising money for 
charity.  So far he has managed seven bike rides, 
going as far as Africa and covering a large part of 
Europe and Scotland as well.  He reckons that he 
must have raised around £50,000 in all.  A great 
achievement! 
This drive to raise money began several years ago 
when he became aware of the suffering of the people 
of Darfur.  He cycled across Europe and through the 
Alps to meet up with a friend in Rome.  He enjoyed 
the experience so much that he has never looked 
back.  What is more amazing is the fact that he does 
all this travelling on his own, staying on campsites 
or B&Bs on the way.  He travels on average 60 
miles a day depending on weather and terrain. 
Of course he has had many adventures on these 
journeys and he kept us entertained by telling us 
about some of them.  The night he called at a 
monastery and was taken by a silent monk through 
dark, cobweb strewn corridors and rooms to a bare 
cell, only to be kept awake by a door, which Mick 
could not find, slamming every time he fell asleep. 

makes a beautiful spectacle for low-power viewing. 
A “normal” unassisted eye under reasonable sky 
conditions might be able to distinguish seven 
individual stars here (the “Seven Sisters”). 
Look for the large square of Pegasus in the 
Southern sky (If you can pick out more than half a 
dozen stars lying within the square you can assume 
you are favoured with a good clear sky and few 
problems from lights!) Between Pegasus and 
Cassiopeia can be found (with luck - binoculars 
help) a misty oval patch - M31: the Andromeda 
Nebula. This is our nearest neighbouring galaxy - a 
mere 2.3 million light years away. Similar to, but 
slightly larger than our own Milky Way, it contains 
over 10,000 million stars. (Don’t try to count them!) 
Ursa Major and Ursa Minor both lie above the N 
horizon at this time, with Cassiopeia positioned 
close to the zenith (high overhead). The Milky way 
will be running roughly E-W, with Cygnus (the 
“Northern Cross”) flying down it towards the 
horizon. To the right of Cygnus is the bright white 
star Vega, situated in the small constellation Lyra 
(the Lyre - see if you can make out the shape of the 
instrument, picked out by fainter stars…) 
The only planet putting on a good show at this time 
will be JUPITER, the largest member of the Sun’s 
retinue. This has brightened during October, 
reaching its maximum on October 27th when it 
made its closest approach since 1999. Look for it 
over in the South-East during mid-evening - quite 
high up and resembling a very bright star, except 
that it won’t be twinkling. Train your binoculars on 
it - see what you can make of it …. It will be best 
for telescope viewing when it crosses our N-S 
meridian shortly before midnight. A small 
instrument should reveal its four largest satellites 
(Io, Europa, Ganymede and Callisto) and a couple 
of dark bands on the disc, running parallel to the 
equator. Large telescopes can show a good deal 
more of the complex “weather systems” in the 
planet’s upper atmosphere - if our own “ocean of 
air” is steady enough at the time … 
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Malcolm Hull (Jed)  
 

Your Local Beekeeper  
For Local Honey  

(Comb, Extracted or Heather depending on season)  

New Seasonôs Honey now Available 
 

01434 674627  

10, Gilesgate, Hexham 

We stock an extensive range of Car Parts &  
Accessories including Body Panels, Exhausts, 
Batteries, Brakes, Paints, Sumps, Refinishing 

Products, Fuel Tanks and General Spares. 
Open To The Trade & Public 

Tel: 01434 606751 Fax 607605  
www.bmfgroup.co.uk 

Rod Henderson  
Painter & Decorator  

All aspects covered ie. Paperhanging,colour 
wash,rag rolling,interiors and exterior  

 

Quality tradesman est 1985  
Prompt and hassle free quotes  

Tel 01434 674682  
55 sidgate newbrough  

Hexham ne47 5ae  

Having been given a large key to the front door 
Mick was only too pleased to get on his way the 
next morning! 
Then there was the Spanish B&B.  Mick was 
directed here one afternoon and was given a room in 
a house, which seemed to be empty except for a 
young girl hanging around in a corridor.  Returning 
to his room after a meal later that evening, he found 
the house to be very busy and all rooms occupied.  It 
didn’t take Mick long to put two & two together and 
gather that he was in a brothel! 
Mick kept us enthralled by his adventures, but one 
thing he found above all was how kind and good 
people are.  His last trip around Scotland was 
especially different as the weather was terrible.  The 
wind and rain meant that his progress was slow, 
ferries were cancelled and he had to rely on B&B 
accommodation.  But he kept going.  Well done 
Mick. 
Dorothy thanked Mick for his entertaining talk.  The 
competition of “something Scottish” was won by 
Jean Dean and Violet Kennedy. The raffle was won 
by Laura Watson.   
We look forward to our next meeting which will be 
a talk about the Theatre Royal by Pauline Wallis. 
 

Newbrough Cricket Club 
 
After a weather ravaged season, Newbrough’s final 
game against Rothbury was played in glorious 
sunshine. 
Newbrough won the toss and decided to bat first. 
The excellent partnership of over 100 by Graeme 
Robbie and Dunmail Hodkinson and some big 
hitting by Kyle Bentley took Newbrough to a total 
of 186.  
Rothbury’s innings never really got going and they 
were all out for 86. It was truly a team effort on 
Newbrough’s part with some fine bowling by Paul 
and Jordan Wilson and John Stewart while a hostile 
spell of fast bowling from Adrian Miller ended 
Rothbury’s resistance. 
Thanks must go to the groundsmen Stephen  

Robinson and Kevin Kenworthy for preparing an 
excellent wicket and to Susan and Andrew at the 
Red Lion for providing great  hospitality and superb 
food after all this season’s matches. 
 

Where on Earth! 
 
It was the hardest task I have ever undertaken - to  
judge the Space Project models made by Years 3 & 
4 at Newbrough School. To pick three prizewinners 
was an unkind task because all the children were 
stars. Solar systems were made from items as 
diverse as fruit and veg (coloured potatoes, a plum 
and an orange Sun), playdough and polystyrene. 
Rockets were made from plastic drinks’ bottles, 
plastic champagne flutes (for boosters) and there 
was even a shuttlecock nose cone. It was evident 
that whole families had been nagged by their 
offspring to abandon the T.V. and other traditional 
pursuits to help with the project.  Congratulations to 
Oliver, Ben and Emily P, but in truth all deserved a 
prize. 

MAT 
 

Newbrough Music Nights 
 

A big thank you to Paula Wedgewood who 
organises these events and who would also like to 
thank Christine for her welcome write up last month 
after the last Music Night.   
The events have become a great opportunity for 
performers, not only from CORE Music, to hone 
audience. Anyone, from any musical genre wishing 
to take part in future eventtheir talents to a most 
appreciative s is very welcome to contact Paula 
(01434 601577) or Helen (01434 674315) 
The next Music Night, 26th November has already a 
full and varied list of talent with the welcome return 
of Charlie Chomse who will MC the evening. Look 
out for posters and tickets at Fourstones Garage.  
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Restaurant & Bar  
Good food, wines, real ales  

Meals: 12.00–9.00pm (Sun 8.00pm)  

Bar Open: 11.00am to 11.00pm  

(Sunday: 12noon to 10.30pm)  

01434 602233  
sales@theboatsideinn.com  

Warden, Hexham, Northumberland NE46 4SQ  

www.theboatsideinn.com  

The evening kicks off at 7.30 pm sharp. Please 
come early to avoid distraction for those taking 
part. We hope to have a very special local surprise 
for you this time!!  
 

September Weatherwatch 
  
The undistinguished summers from 2007 to 2010 
were all followed by warmer than average 
Septembers and after a fifth successive mediocre 
summer this weather redeeming sequence was 
repeated again this year. September past was also 
warmer than June which is relatively   uncommon 
and last occurred when the memorably hot summer 
of 2006 was succeeded by the warmest 
September on record. This year's September may 
have been a degree and a half Celsius less 
warm overall but as Weatherwatch will reveal in 
due course it was nevertheless to reach 
temperature heights never scaled in September 
2006. 
The month began on a settled note with very mild if 
cloudy conditions before early autumn sun 
brought a summery Park Shield high of 21.1C(70F) 
on the 4th. But in what was to be a changeable 
September unsettled weather followed and strong 
winds on the 6th and 7th brought squally showers 
of rain and wind gusts of over 50 mph at High 
Stonecroft. With a  warm westerly airflow, 
however, temperatures remained consistently in the 
late teens Celsius until the 10th when a high 
of 22.7C (72.9F) was recorded at Park Shield - a 
daily maximum only topped once during August.     
High winds returned on the 12th as the remnants of 
hurricane Katia swept over the country bringing 
maximum monthly gusts of 58.0 mph and 63.0 
mph in mid-evening at Park Shield and High 
Stonecroft respectively, and with electricity cables 
down in the area up to eighteen hours of local 
power cuts. A ridge of high pressure then brought 
much quieter and cooler conditions with light 
easterly breezes and the monthly Park Shield 
minimum of 3.6C (38.5F) recorded early on the 
15th was followed the next gloomy day by the 
lowest daily September maximum of 13.6C 
(56.5F). The rain that fell in the afternoon and into 
the night was the most sustained of the month 
bringing a twenty-four hour maximum at Park 
Shield of 15.6 mm (0.6") by seven-thirty the next 
morning. Although it rained on half the days 
in   September showers were generally lighter 
elsewhere in the month and the Park Shield 
monthly total of 64.4 mm (2.5") was below the 
recent average, but to confirm how local weather 
can be Joan Steven recorded 83.8 mm (3.3")  

at High Stonecroft. 
The brief relatively cool spell ended as westerly and 
south westerly winds blew again from the 18th. This 
was at a time when a block of high pressure lying over 
much of Central Europe began deflecting very warm 
air northwards from as far south as North 
Africa.  Because of this daytime temperatures rose over 
the coming days to several degrees above the seasonal 
average into the late teen Celsius and the maximum 
of 19.2C (66.6F) recorded on the 27th was the highest 
for that particular September day on Park Shield 
record.  
But this was only a foretaste of what was to come 
as hotter air streaming northwards produced an 
unparalleled late-September heatwave. Heavy early 
mist on the 28th soon burnt off and under blue skies the 
Park Shield maximum of 26.3C (79.3F) overtook the 
25.2C (77.4F) of the 21st of September 2006 to briefly 
become the hottest September day on record here, and 
incidentally hotter than any day of the past summer. A 
veil of cirrus cloud dissolved the following day to bring 
more bright sunshine and a Park Shield high of 23.9C 
(75F) before the heatwave reached its climax on 
the final day of September with an astonishing Park 
Shield maximum of 27.6C (81.7F). Not only was this 
easily the hottest September day on record but also the 
hottest day for over five years and it now sits proudly 
in the record books amongst some of the hottest 
days of the scorching July of 2006 which was the 
hottest month on British record.   
Septemember Weatherwatch Factfile. 
Temperature. Park Shield mean monthly minimum : 
c.9.5C (49.1F). Mean monthly maximum : c.18.4C 
(65.1F). Monthly mean : c.14.0C (57.2F). Highest 
minimum : 13.6C (56.5F) early on the 3rd. Note : The 
27.6C of September the 30th was hotter than all but  
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J & J CUNNINGHAM 
Approved Coal Merchants 

8 Hextol Terrace, 

Hexham NE46 2DF 

Tel: Hexham 603056 

or 603154 

four of the days in July 2006 which produced 
eighteen "hot summer days" of 25C (77F) or 
above. High Stonecroft monthly maximum : 27.7C 
(81.9F). High Stonecroft monthly   minimum : 3.1C 
(37.6F) on the 15th. North & North East 
England  monthly mean : 14.2C (57.6F) and 1.7C 
above the 1971-2000 average. UK monthly 
minimum : minus 0.4C (31.3F) at Tyndrum 
(Stirlingshire) early on the 15th. UK monthly 
maximum : 29.2C (84.6F) at Cambridge and Sutton 
Bonnington (Notts) on the 30th - the hottest 30th of 
September on record (previously 27.8C/82F at 
Maidenhead in 1908). It was also the hottest UK 
29th on record with 29C(84F) at Finningly (South 
Yorkshire) and Northolt (London) eclipsing the 27.5
(81.5F) recorded at York in 1895.  
Rainfall & Sunshine. Park Shield average 
September rainfall : c.75mm (c.3.0"). Maximum in 
24 hours at High Stonecroft : 15.3 mm to 07.30 on 
the 17th. Maximum rain in an hour : 6.2 mm (0.25") 
to 16.30 on the 16th at both Park Shield and High 
Stonecroft. East & North East England : 67 and 
115% of the 1971-2000 average respectively. 
Erratum : The 2007 Jun/July total rainfall of 414.8 
mm quoted in April's Weatherwatch should have 
read 374.8 mm (14.8"). 
Winds. East and south-easterly from the 15th to 
the 17th, otherwise west or south-westerly.   
 

Calendar of Events 
 
November 
2ndNewbrough Parish Council 
4th Bonfire night celebrations and live music at The 
Red Lion, 
7th Warden Parish Council 
10th WI Meeting 
12th  Bingo and Pie & Peas supper - Town Hall 
13th Remembrance Sunday 
19th Children’s Church 4pm in Chapel 
26th Music Night Town Hall 
December 
2nd Highlights Theatre - The Hut People Town Hall 
3rd Christmas Fair - Town Hall 
7th evening School Nativity Play 
8th afternoon School Nativity Play 
8th 5.30 - 6.30 School production of The Wizard of 
Oz 
8th WI Meeting 
9th 6 -7 pm School production of The Wizard of Oz 
17th Panto: Goblins’ Christmas Party - Town Hall 
20th Festive Fun Session at Newbrough First School 
28th 4pm Children’s Church Christingles in the 
Chapel  
January 

4th Newbrough Parish Council 
9th Warden Parish Council 
12th WI Meeting 
21st Children’s Church 4pm in Chapel 
 

Nature Notes 
  

Now that the clock has been set back an hour from 
British Summer Time early nights are   upon us too 
quickly again and autumn is gathering 
pace. Lawnmowers are safely tucked away in sheds 
and garages after a final October outing but with no 
frosts by mid-month there were still plenty of 
splashes of summer colour to be found in the 
garden. Lupins cut back after flowering very early in 
the year were carrying pink spikes and kniphofias 
bore new stands of their red hot pokers. A cottage 
garden favourite the old English marigold was still 
dotting the front of borders with bright oranges 
and yellows while the vivid red flowers of rampant 
climbing nasturtiums stood out among bright green 
lily-pad shaped leaves. There was also a last chance 
to pick fragrant sweet peas and to catch sight of late 
red admirals and tortoiseshells feeding on 
cerise sedum heads.    
Out in the countryside colours were more 
subdued with autumnal hues noticeably more muted 
than in recent years. Dry leaves began pattering 
down towards the end of September but by mid-
October many trees retained much of their summer 
foliage although leaves clinging onto the 
more mature were often a shrivelled green-brown. 
They will fall as winter approaches and if some 
forecasters are to be believed this coming one will 
be even  har sher than the previous 
two. This prediction may not come to pass but if you 
don't want to be among the many caught out last 
year it might be a wise precaution to fill the coal 
bunker, order some logs and top up the oil tank 
before December arrives.   
What to watch out for in November. More skeins 
of migrating geese from Arctic latitudes flying 
purposefully westwards up the South Tyne 
valley. Small numbers make a winter home at 
Grindon Lough while many others continue on to 
the Solway Firth which plays host to thousands of 
over-wintering geese. Rob Tindall reports the 
biggest skein he has seen in these parts on the 8th of 
October and judging by the number these were  
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M B Trotter 
 

Plastering & Building Services  
 

All building work undertaken 
 

5, Broadway, Fourstones 
NE47 5DU 

 

Tel: 01434 674714 
Mobile: 07823773734 

CORBRIDGE 
COOKSHOP  
Speciality Cookware 

Garden Centre 
DIY & Hardware 

15, Middle Street, Corbridge NE45 5AT 
 

( 01434 632582  01434 633954) 
 

 corbridgecookshop@btopenworld.com 

For those of you, who have not yet had the pleasure 
of seeing the restoration, why not take a look at some 
of the fantastic shows we have coming during the 
remainder of 2011 and throughout 2012, then you 
can enjoy a fabulous show and marvel at the 
amazing work that has been done. 
The Theatre Royal presents over 380 performances 
to over 300,000 people each year and is the regional 
home of the Royal Shakespeare Company, the 
National Theatre, Opera North and Rambert Dance 
Company. Its status and reputation as one of the 
finest theatres in the UK ensures it is a key date in 
the touring calendar of some of the world’s leading 
theatre companies; performances include the biggest 
and brightest West End musicals, thought provoking 
drama from the world’s leading playwrights, 
contemporary dance from internationally acclaimed 
choreographers - not to mention the North’s 
favourite pantomime, attracting more than 80,000 
people. 
It is the Theatre Royal’s aim to deliver performances 
that will inspire, challenge and above all entertain. 
Opera North – we are so lucky to have 2 visits from 
this wonderful company, the first is in November 
2011 and then again in March 2012.  
RUDDIGORE – Gilbert and Sullivan -  8th and 10th 
Nov 
MADAMA BUTTERFLY  – Puccini –  9th and 12th 
Nov, 6th and 8th March 
THE QUEEN OF SPADES – Tchaikovsky –  11th 
Nov 
NORMA – Bellini –7th and 10th Mar 
GUILIO CESARE –JULIUS CAESAR IN EGYPT 
–Handel –  9th Mar 
The Nutcracker - Northern Ballet is back at 
Newcastle Theatre Royal for the first time in ten 
years,  bringing to life everyone’s favourite 
Christmas story, 15th - 19th Nov. 
SLEEPING BEAUTY the Pantomime of your 
Dreams- it’s Panto time from 29th November-21st 

January. Don’t miss out on spectacular sets, 
stunning costumes, comedy capers and amazing 
special effects including.....A FLYING CAR!!!! 
The King and I – an all time classic starring Ramon 
Tikaram and Josefine Gabriella. 24th-28th January.  
The Sleeping Beauty - Scottish Ballet bringing a 
little magic to the winter months. 1st-4th Feb. 
Peppa Pig – Peppa Pig’s Treasure Hunt – Sat 11th 
and Sun 12th Feb. 10am, 1pm and 4pm both days. 
Royal Shakespeare Company – THE TAMING 
OF THE SHREW -23rd Feb-3rd Mar. 
I Dreamed A Dream - World Premiere of The 
Susan Boyle Musical starring Elaine C. Smith and 
with a special appearance by SUSAN BOYLE 
herself! Don’t miss this amazing opportunity.  23rd- 
31st Mar 2011. 

probably pink-footed geese winging in from 
Greenland and Iceland.  
Siskins have been reported in record numbers this 
year and will be drawn into gardens with seed on 
offer over the winter. To end on a general note if 
you enjoy the sight of birds in your garden and are 
concerned with their welfare now is the time to start 
feeding them.  
 

A Winter Warmer 
 

On Friday 4th November there will not only be a 
repeat of last year’s very successful bonfire 
celebrations but also a live music session with The 
Wild Murphys in the Red Lion. Food will be 
available which will include homemade soup and 
sausages in a bun. There will be a sweet stall for the 
children. 
 
The Hut People, Newbrough Town Hall 

Sunday 2nd December 
 
Music fans of all ages are invited to Newbrough 
Town Hall at 7.30pm on Friday 2nd December to 
enjoy a fantastic performance from The Hut People. 
Champions of the standing ovation, The Hut People 
are rapidly gaining a reputation as one of the hottest 
and most entertaining world/folk acts touring today. 
Taking the audience on a voyage across the globe 
with their material, they perform a high-octane, 
unique blend of home-grown tunes mixed with 
British, Nordic and European folk music, perfectly 
formed and embellished with the driving accordion 
and a mind-boggling array of exotic percussion. 
Accordionist Sam Pirt also performs with 422 
(previous Radio 2 Folk awards winners) and is a 
well established musician within the folk circuit. 
Sam has in the past performed alongside Kathryn 
Tickell, The Dubliners, Sharon Shannon, Jez Lowe 
and many others. He is also the founder of Ethno 
England. Percussionist Gary Hammond has for the 
past 12 years recorded and toured with The 
Beautiful South. He has also worked with Nina 
Simone and as part of many other groups and 
collaborations within the World, Jazz & Pop genres. 
Tickets are available from Fourstones Garage and 
are priced at £6 for adults, £4 for children, £5 for 
concessions and £16 for a family ticket.  
 

Theatre Royal News from Pauline Wallis 
 
The Theatre Royal re-opened its doors on 
September 12th and now audiences are flocking to 
see, not just the fantastic season of shows on offer, 
but the beautifully restored auditorium, foyer, bars, 
restaurant and of course the famous portico.  
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Brushes 
Painter and Decorator 

Domestic & Commercial 
 

 Telephone: 

   01434 683384 

 

   Mobile: 07957243996 

D.V.H. Taxi  
 

Local Taxi Service  
 

Tel. 07554430059  
 

Distance no Object  
24-Hour Airport Service  

Courier Service Available 

We also have 2 HUGE West End musicals in 2012 
– SISTER ACT and OLIVER. Contact me for 
more details. 
 
There are fantastic discounts available for groups of 
10 or more, so why not get your family and friends 
together to make your visit really special. If you’re 
worried about parking in Newcastle- take the car to 
the nearest metro station, park there and travel into 
town by metro for FREE with your theatre ticket. 
Thank you to those who have been in touch already 
– if anyone has any queries please don’t hesitate to 
contact me.  
 Contact me: tel 01434 684061 email 
pauline.wallis@theatreroyal.co.uk 
Select your own seat and book online 
www.theatreroyal.co.uk 
 

Yet More History! 
 
I recently managed to buy a copy of Kelly’s 
Directory of Northumberland (1902) and although 
bought for another purpose I have been checking up 
on our local villages. Newbrough in 1902 makes 
interesting reading. 
It is a township and chapelry, in the parish of 
Warden, on the north side of the South Tyne, one 
mile west from Fourstones station on the Newcastle 
and Carlisle section of the North Eastern railway, six 
miles west-by-north from Hexham and 26 west from 
Newcastle. The chapel of St. Peter is a building of 
stone, consisting of chancel, nave, south porch and a 
bell-cote containing one bell. The register dates from 
1695. The living is a chapelry, annexed to the 
vicarage of Warden, joint net yearly value £413, 
with 20 acres of glebe, in the gift of and held by the 
Rev. Roland Errington M.A. of Exeter College, 
Oxford. There is a United Methodist chapel erected 
in 1860 and a Wesleyan chapel built in 1876. The 
Mechanics’ Institute was established in 1848 and the 
present building erected by subscription in 1854. In 
the village stands a small stone fountain erected 5th 
January 1889 by the Pelican Band of Mercy and 
bearing an inscription in verse. The Town Hall was 
erected in 1876 by Miss Todd, of Newbrough park. 
There is a lead mine in this neighbourhood, worked 
by the trustees of the late Mr Frederick W Hall, at 
Settling Stones. The Duke of Northumberland is 
lord of the manor for Greyside, and Percy Oban 
Laidlaw esq. lord of the manor for Stonecroft. The 
principal landowners are the Duke of 
Northumberland, Mrs Isabella Clayton, Henry J W 
Coulson and Thomas W Benson. The soil is chiefly 
a rich loam used as grass land; subsoil, clay. The 
chief crops are wheat, barley and turnips. The area is 
7,512 acres of land and 77 of water; rateable value  

£8,665; population in 1901 was 734. 
The National School (boys) was built in 1853 for 
150 children; average attendance 85; William 
Butland, master. The girls and infants’ school was 
built in 1880 for 100 children; average attendance 
90; Miss Mary Jackson, mistress. 
The Parish Clerk is Thomas Charlton and the 
Assistant Overseer Joseph Forster. 
There is a Wall Letter Box – letters arrive from 
Fourstones R.S.O. at 8.40 am and are dispatched at 
2.50 pm. Fourstones is the nearest money order & 
telegraph office. 
Apart from farmers the only  commercial enterprise 
surviving 109 years later is the Red Lion which was 
in the charge of Richard Gibson Surtees. Hugh 
Miller ran the watermill at Allerwash whilst William 
Smith would make you a pair of boots. John Shield 
Charlton competed with Joseph Forster for the 
grocery business but for meat Jonathan H Holmes 
was your man. Did dressmaker Miss Maggie Bell 
buy her material from Joshua Corbett the draper? 
There was some demarcation in the heavy industry 
where Thomas Charlton was a cartwright and John 
Whitfield was the blacksmith. Amongst the farmers 
a lot of familiar names crop up (no pun intended!). 
Besides farming Crossgates George Charlton was a 
carter. But the remainder stuck to the land: Lane 
House - William Charlton, Thornton Towers - 
Michael Gibson, Settlingstones - Robert Green, 
Allerwash - William Hesloip, Newbrough - George 
Hetherington, Stonecroft - John Hetherington, Carr 
Edge - Thomas Hindmarsh, West Wharmley - James 
Johnson, Stonecroft House - Percy Oban Laidlaw, 
Greyside - Richard Thompson, The Park - William 
Thompson and Carrow George Wood. Siddle 
Watson managed the Settlingstones lead and barytes 
mines.  Our gentlemen included Thos. Walter 
Benson at Allerwash, William Coulson at 
Newbrough Park, Alfred Palmer at Newbrough 
Lodge, Robert Pybus at Newbrough Hall and curate 
Rev. Westgarth in Newbrough Cottage. 
  

Whipped into Church! 
 
Most people are probably unaware but every year a 
return must be made to ‘the authorities’ about the 
numbers attending church. This is done on a single 
Sunday in the year. It is a snapshot and may not 
reflect the true picture as to whether attendances are 
rising or falling. It is quite possible in former times 
that clergy did some ‘whipping in’ to show their 
charge in a good light. The religious census in 1851 
took place on Mothering Sunday which we believe 
was in March and one poor cleric was obviously 
worried about his low figures and added the rider to 
explain this, “A bad time of year for the shepherds” 

mailto:pauline.wallis@theatreroyal.co.uk
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settled at the monastery there. She was soon 
appointed to rule this monastery, and soon 
established the observance of a regular monastic life. 
Hilda became known for her wisdom and love of 
God’s service and gained the admiration of Aidan 
and other devout men, who often visited her and 
offered thoughtful guidance.    
After some years Hilda founded or organised a 
monastery at Streanaeshalch (Whitby). This was a 
double monastery, women and men in adjoining 
quarters. Once again she established a regular rule as 
in her former monastery, and again taught the virtues 
of mercy, purity and righteousness but above all, of 
peace and charity. Following the example of the 
early Church, everything was held in common, no 
one had any private property. 
Five men from this monastery later became bishops - 
Bosa (Bishop of York), Aetla (Bishop of Dorchester, 
John of Beverley (Bishop of Hexham and later of 
York) Wilfred (Bishop of Hexham and York) and 
Otfor (Bishop of the West Saxons). Hilda also 
discerned in the herdsman Caedmon, the divine gift 
of poetry, a gift which he received in a dream. 
Caedmon, though he had no previous learning, and 
had always avoided any invitation to sing became 
the first English religious poet, capable of turning 
sacred history into “delightful and moving poetry in 
his own “English tongue”.” 
At the Synod of Whitby, when the decision was 
made to follow the Roman ecclesiastical customs 
and not the Celtic, Hilda was among those 
supporting the Celtic party. 
For the rest of her life, Hilda continued as Abbess of 
Whitby, adviser of kings and of ordinary folk. In her 
last seven years, Bede tells us, she suffered from a 
burning fever, but never failed in her duty to God or 
to the flock committed to her. She served God both  

From the registers 
 
Baptisms: In baptism you have been raised with 
Christ through your faith in the power of God. 
 
Riley Lucas SMITH was baptised by Rt Revd 
Stephen Pedley at St Peter’s, Newbrough on 18th 
September 2011  
 

A NORTHUMBIAN SAINT FOR 
NOVEMBER 

 
Hilda, abbess of Whitby died 1331 years ago on 17th 
November 680 at the age of sixty six years. Bede 
tells us that her life on earth fell into two equal parts. 
For the first thirty three years she lived a secular life, 
her last thirty three years were dedicated to God. 
Hilda (or Hild) was born in Northumbria, the 
daughter of Hereric, nephew to King Edwin. Like 
Edwin, she came under the influence of Paulinus, 
first bishop of the Northumbrians. Again like King 
Edwin, Hilda was baptised by St Paulinus in York at 
Easter in 627.  
Twenty years later, she decided to abandon the 
secular life and set off for the monastery of Cale 
(Chelles near Paris) where her sister, Hereswith, was 
already living as a professed nun. The first stage of 
her journey took her to the province of the East 
Angles, where Hilda stayed for a year but was 
recalled to Northumbria by Bishop Aidan, and was 
granted land on the north bank of the River Wear, 
where, for a year, she lived as a nun with a small 
group of companions.  
In 649 Aidan made Hilda abbess of the monastery of 
Heruteu (Hartlepool) but not long after she left for 
the town of Kaelcacaestir (possibly Tadcaster) and  

on that early Spring day in 1851. The only service at 
St Peter’s was in the afternoon and it attracted a 
congregation of 60 with 29 in the Sunday School. 
The Primitive Methodist group met in the morning in 
a dwelling house  and there were 20 of them present. 
Newbrough schoolroom served as the chapel for the 
Wesleyans in the evening and the turnout was 62. 
Marian and Jeremy would probably give their eye 
teeth for numbers like that today. 

One of the first things which had to be done was to 
give the number of seats - those paid for by pew fees 
and those that were free. St Michael’s, Warden was 
built with seats for 150 while the former Primitive 
Methodist chapel could hold about 200. In 
Fourstones St Aidan’s had room for 80. St Peter’s 
took 120 but we have no figures for the capacities of 
the two Methodist chapels in Newbrough. 
We do have figures for attendances in Newbrough  
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 
If you have any doubts about times or places of services please see the church notice boards or  contact  the 
VICAR.  (01434 600268)  
6th November 8.30 am St John Lee 10 am St Peter Newbrough Parish Eucharist CW All age service 
13th November Remembrance Sunday  8.30 am St Michael Warden Holy Communion  10.30 am Act of 
Remembrance in Newbrough Town Hall  
20th November 8.30 am St John Lee 10am St Michael Warden Holy Communion 11.30 St Aidan Stagshaw 
27th November 8.30 St Peter Newbrough Holy Communion 10 am St John Lee 
 
Whilst these times and venues are correct at the time of going to press, would-be worshippers are advised to 
check against the times published on a week to week basis in the leaflets available in church 

FOURSTONES WITH WARDEN 
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
Services at 10.30 am 
Chapel preachers for November 
6th November  Valerie Antony 
13th November Remembrance Day Service at the 
Town Hall 
 20th November  Rev Gilbert Hall 
27th November Norman Fullard 
 
EVERYONE MOST WELCOME 

in health and in sickness, and died joyfully, or as 
Bede puts it “passed from death to life.”  
Hilda’s emblem in art is three coiled serpents. There 
is a legend that she turned serpents into stone - and 
these are the fossil ammonites which are found in 
the rocks at Whitby. 
 

For peace 
 
As the fever of day calms towards twilight 
May all that is strained in us come to ease. 
 
We pray for all who suffered violence today, 
May an unexpected serenity surprise them. 
 
For those who risk their lives each day for peace, 
May their hearts glimpse providence at the heart of 
history. 
 
That those who make riches from violence and war 
Might hear in their dreams the cries of the lost. 
 
That we might see through our fear of each other  
A new vision to heal our fatal attraction to 
aggression. 
 
That those who enjoy the privilege of peace 
Might not forget their tormented brothers and sisters. 
 
That the wolf might lie down with the lamb, 
That our swords might be beaten into ploughshares 
 
And no hurt or harm be done 
Anywhere along the holy mountain. 
 
(from Benedictus - A Book of Blessings by John 
O’Donohue 
Copyright © John O’Donohue 2007) 
 
Marian Writes 
 
As I write I am enjoying the mild October weather 
but not without wondering how long it will last, will 
we get snow this winter and if so how soon, how 
deep and how persistent will it be?  
By the end of November we will have reached the 
beginning of advent. Advent is a time of preparation 
for Christmas but it has its own message which is 
one of advent hope. We remember that creation is 
moving towards a time of fulfilment and that in the 
Bible – both Old and New Testaments – God’s 
purposes always take us towards his promise of the 
new creation of both heaven and earth. This ties in 
with the Easter message of resurrection and new life: 
God in Jesus leads the way into the new creation. 
November is also a month which includes  

remembrance, a very important event which reminds 
us of the tragedy of death and war as well as helping 
us to acknowledge the sacrificial giving of life by so 
many.  
It is perhaps at times when we think of death that the 
hope of all being gathered together in the new 
heaven and new earth of God’s promise seems most 
relevant and most encouraging. 
When I asked someone the other day how they were, 
the response was that everything was going so well 
in all aspects of life that they were waiting for the 
bubble to burst, it couldn’t stay so good for too long. 
I was glad that things were so good but in a way it 
also saddened me because there seemed to be a 
sense that things had to go wrong one way or 
another.  
Some people may be looking forward to enjoying 
the crisp coldness of snow but I am hoping (despite 
everything I keep being told) for as mild a winter as 
possible. But as I and others wait to see what the 
winter weather will bring we know that however 
cold and icy it is spring will come on the other side. 
Bad times, pain, grief and all sorts of difficulties 
may come into our lives but God promises us that 
good will come if we put our trust in Him. Advent 
reminds us that we look not only to the past in 
remembrance but to the future with hope. 
God Bless, 
Marian  

 
ALL SOULS’ DAY SERVICE  

 
This year, All Souls Day, 2nd November, falls mid-
week. The service for both our parishes when we 
commemorate the faithful departed will take place 
on the evening of All Souls’ Day - Wednesday 2nd 
November at St John Lee at 7pm. If you would 
like us to remember by name at that service anyone 
who has died, whether recently or not, please give 
the name(s) to Carol Emmerson (01434 600346) 
who will be compiling the list. 


